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_Clinton ‘indicts’ Saddam
PRESIDENTBHIGmtmhumansrﬁedUSp:mnmInqmcpen
- 1ig weapunss:mwmgSaddmnHmmnmtm“defy
nﬂmﬁmmgmmmwmwfﬁﬁ

- itary action.
- *_Tn his State of the Union address on mgbt.Chntonmdmed

n :
. “Yoncanmtdcfyﬂxemn:tlﬂwwoﬂd.Youhveusedwuponsof
: mnssdesﬂucﬂonbefme.‘wga:ademmmedtodmyyonthempamy
-to use them agajn,” Clinton said, pointedly that he was
mfmmmmeehamber His address to the nation was

talkedtanushPmelﬁmsterTmy
Blmronthenalephone,metwaclmelyalhedleadusagrwmgmme
Imlgu:tuum serions. -
4 subtle referenice 1o sex agamstChmon.Sm
'mmmdemcmmmmmﬁ
bl T Speakes N T also told Sad- | §
ewt to - 3
. t'la::n:mlstto undmndmAmeumsm mh“whawverstﬁpsmﬁm
" essary to profect oor in fomre,” addmg,"I!:ns:snotabmt
theClnﬂonadmmsnanon,ﬂnsxsaboutaﬂAmmm.

e

-* _ Along with Albright’s planned DefenceSecmtatyWil]mmCo—'
-'hcn:swaghmgapamnelmptoggGulfreglm.scehngbachngfm-
a military calculated campaign to put maximem pres-

'-'sureonIraq Bianchardson, the ambassador to the United Na-
- phnsaweek]ongtnpwEmope,AﬁxmandLannAmmmm
afﬁnntheUSpomm
) d:plomacyfmlshﬁa,wewﬂllnve:olookatdiﬁm:ntmom
said Pentagon spokesman Xenneth Bacon, that Cohen's talks
. wouldbe“tocunsnhwnhonrhmdsandaﬂmmthe(h]faboﬂpos—
was o loconferwnhthcﬁmh.Bnﬁsh
andRusmfamgn t‘?ﬁ’tlmng:ot.o|ﬁh¢.eGiull’ft:rtall:s\v\m‘h
E leadasufmbmunmdmmmlmq 'S range.
hadoubbbmeﬂadm—:hymmsheﬂmplmsmmwnh
IsraethmeMm:stm'Bmyam—Netanyahuandeﬂmmn
rule territory with Yasser Arafat on spattering peacemaking. -
The Peotagon’s spokeﬂnansndﬂntmﬂ:eeventofamﬂmsmkc
against Jrag, US forces would target mot only chemical

\figayg BpuBy oicyd

SHORN FOR
THE FEAST:
A little last
minute
grooming
invariably
accompanies
the rush of

saspected
weapunsmbutalsonmnﬁmsnnhtmymmathelphepSad-
dammpower )

-Whitewater. - Independent
i sa:dmamly—wmdedstmmdefendmgme
expanmonofhlsmvestlgmmmalleganmsofa
" presidentia] affair and cover-up.

Among the jssnes Stwr is investigating is wheth-
er Clinton former ‘White House infern
Momica Lewinsky 1o lie on 2 swom affidavit she
gave in connection with the Pauls Jones sexual ha-
rassment lawsuit and whether job offers that Clin-
m’sfnmdv.rmdan mranged were In any
- way commected.

The White House waitzd anxicusly to see wheth-
er Ms I:.wmsky the young fonnumt:rn at the

"said there were po talks between

centre of the storm, would be granted immuamity
ﬁnmpmsecumﬂermomey, William Ginsburg,
himself and pros-
ecutors on Tuesday. He also said he did not think

“nm--thntthe “smaall smC inconseqeniisl™ gifts the FBI

seized from Ms Lewinsky's home wounld

" shed moch Bght on the refationship.

In a television Mrs Clinton went on
the offeasive to defend her busband, launching her
most direct and persenal attack to date on Starr’s
investigation. He is “a politically motivated pros-
ecutor who is allied with the right-wing opponents
of my hushand,” she said on NBC's Taday show.

Prosecutors have been “Jooking at every tele-
phone call we've made, every cheque we’ve ever
writien, scratching for dirt, intimidating wimesses,
doing everything possible.to iry to make some kind
of accusation against my husband,” she said.

Mrs Clinton the allegations would be
proven false and said they were the work of a “vast
right-wing conspiracy that has been... againgt my
husbandmmethedayheannoumedforpmdm

of affa

After a confident State of the Union address, President Clinton appears to have regained some prestige, tamished by sex and cover-up accusations

““This is 2n effort 1o undo the resulis of two elec-
tions,” and when all the facts are known “some
folks are going to have a lot to answer for,” Mrs
Clinton said.

The scandal broke a week before Clinton’s yearly
policy address to the nation and it seemed then the
timing could hardly have been worse. But facing a
joint session of Congress Tuesday night, Clinton
reminded Americans of made under his
leadership and seemed to contain some of the dam-
age cansed by sex and cover-up allegations.

“This was a winning evening for Presidens Clin-
ton,”™ said Henry Graff, a respected presidential his-
torian at New York’s Columbia University who de-
scribed Clinton's State of the Union address as
“bPe:m ied%s;emw th

o aslnngmnwasabuum
whispers that Clinton might receive only hali-
hearted applause and tepid signs of support, even
from members of his own party. Butlns?O—mmulc
addrwswasmmdlymmupwdby enthusiastic
applanse from both parties, particularly in refer-

ence 1o balancing the budget The scandal seemed
10 have been forgotten, but only briefty.

Clinton had denied the accusations on Monday.
*T want you to fisten 10 me,” he said. “T'm going to
say this again: I did not bave sexual relations with
that woman, Miss Lewinsky. I never told anybody
to lie, not a single time. Never. Thweallegaﬂons
are false.”

The 62-word denial tock 20 seconds, dlmng
which Clinton jabbed his finger in the air seven
times, glaring straight into the news cameras.

*T think that President Clinton’s denial is enough
for now,” Allan J. Lichoman, a political analyst and
anthor of the Kevs to the White House told Al
Ahram Weekly. “At this point... be should not get
into any detailed account of what happened ontil al-
legations against him are clarified. T think the
Americar people for pow will accept his deaial. 1
dontr.hmkhlssmndmgmﬂ nmmet.bmﬂnsxs
of the sntuatlun.

Ibrahim Nafie:
A pmneenng

- ' oz from them an
:Compromrse for ] eve accepted in prit-
‘-deterrenm *" | - ciple. Now the problem is to get cl

The truth

after.-WashingtOn

Las:wﬂssepn'am in Wash-
ington between President Bili Clinton,

!ike!ytoberqea’edbythe.?alemn!m

- -Anthority as too costly.”

Notthnanyumwonldgetthlsm

Are the Oslo agreements worth
the paper they are written on?

g:ml]el[[’ahsunm]seﬂmxyswpsmust
taken, on which temitory must be
twansferred.™ US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright is expected to travel
tolbcregzmm!hemxtrwoweeksma
rencwed effort to close the

with witich Arafat was feted at the vince the Amezicans of his concer for
White House, PA, Cabinet Tsrael's secority that, on 23 Jannary, PA
med Abdel-Rahman. 10ld Voice of Pal:  officials reportedly bauled the CIA's
estine radio thatthe Washington meet- vemlsmelmjchoto
inge “astified 1o a change for the better prove that Palestinians lsrae] alleges the
‘in the Palestinians™ status™. PA has released are actoatly still in jail.
- Palestinians’ in the Ter-  Neither the letter nor the gesture cut
“sitories, though, are nolikely to see Wash-  mmch ice with Netanyahu. Throaghoat
“} - ington as ing other than what it was  his stay i Washington he implied that
. - 1. —avicory for il Ts%ﬂ the maximum West Bank tepritory bis
- N seven homrs “of " cabinet would yield in any further re-
EdwardSa:d‘ ‘mlks.ChmonwasmabletomoveE; me Efjpugbsﬁiaﬂﬁ
tanyahn from kis insistence net made it clear shoald
'l'heProblemls ol ey PA insist on a third redeployment (as
in the Hebron nt) he
would reduce the tenitorial scope of the

O
and rei
had changed the Charter in

mthcmcksonthemadahmd.

‘But jt is a road to one side only.
Whatéver the fate of tbe Americans” in-
jtiative, Netaoyabu bas already won

acceptance that the pext
ot will be small, will be ded

-mPAcomphmoewnhIsmelsmmty
' concerns and will leave the bulk of the
. Wesat-Bank under Israel’s control abead

increasingly not, writes Graham
Usher from Jerusalem

tiations be accompanied by a settiement
freeze in the Occupied Territories.

For most Palestinian observers, Ar-
afat’s retreat is the inevitable outcome
of a strategy that gambled all on “Amez-
ican pressure” on Israel. In Washing-
ton, the pressure was not forthcoming,
with the result that Arafat was forced to
grasp the miserly American “initiative”
as the only straw left 10 him.  If so, Ar-
afal’s sole aim now will probably be 10
get as much ot as he can out of the
nenmdeploymcnt.gmdedbylhcm
icans’ lead and bolstered by Arab and
European diplomacy — the only arenas
in which Palestinian misgivings over
Ilzgllmyahus ofhuummslatemm

prospects of political sanctions

Beyond that, Palestinians will be pon-
dering the real “troth™ of the Washing-
ton meetings. And this, says Shakaki, is
the belated recoppition that the peace
process is stock not only because of Is-

* raeli intransigence agd US bias, both of

which cou}d have been assumed. It is
stuck because of the utter inadequacy of
the Oslo agreements thar underlie it

‘] think the last 18 months of the Ne-

Arafat cannot point fo 2

_single amjcle in the agreements that

proves conclusively that Netanysbu is
not adheting to them. This is the real
problem.” (secp. 2)
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foreign minister. “Like in every ex-

After Washington's failure to break
-the impasse in‘the peace process, -
' Cairo launched intensive inter:Arab - -

talks. Nevine Khalil reviews the '

-weele’s diplomatic activity while

Dina Ezzat explores Arab options

airo began intensive consulations sions that had been made to Israel if  He asserted that what was required P“’"‘“‘“‘?""me”m’ :?i?yxmmmmuﬁ“ﬂyw : P TIoR
with Arab leaers this week, and - Netanyabwu did tot bonour his commit-  was cangible progress, “not just sym- tnyeb. id: “1 do not think  yourself in a simation where you would © - U amgn o
_ spoke more y about the ments under the signed agreements. pathy because the situation is very peace Anothetsomaesand. {e accused ‘of ganging up against fsrael- e L L
need for an Arab summit to rally Arab  Nearly 18 months after Netanyahu and meetings in themselves lhﬂ'-adﬁ_’l“"’“ube_mﬂ mm"“‘!‘mgmm.‘f‘m — y whtn you are sme R S
ranks. During talks between President came to power, the Arab world con- do not achieve progress™ Egypt's top last week's Waoshington meetings that sions just to get things rolling the 1l 2t yin from this supmit much AR
Hosni Mubarak and Palestinian Pres- tinues 1o criticise his policies, but is diplomat expressed hope for a quick  Wwould get the process back on track, Bat The source said that Egypt views you than ‘what you got ot of the June : N Te It T
ident' Yasser Arafat on Tuesday, the divided over what the Arabs' mext step revival of the peace process, wami Lstening (o Yasser Arafat's “dis- cument panalysis as “exremely alam- 1996 summit™ a sowrce said. “Unless . IR L
two leaders discussed future sieps t0  should be. that it was losing credibility fast. appointing account”™ of whar happened in  1ng”. Equally alarming i N""‘ms are talking about sending a Message ' f ' e T i
salvage the peace process. “The talks  The miniature summit is expected 0~ Before leaving Cairo, Arafat ssid  the White House made it crystal clear that -way of jumping the final status ¥ l.ff"“! ; .I.,S.I - ! a2
covered [possible] Arab actiot; to con- include Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia, that the peace process is threaieped be-  ings were moving from had w worse forging ahead with bullding seftlamens . Sources explam that it would be very . - cnphab ™
from the [deterioration] of thé peace Jordan and Lebanon as well as the canse of Netanyahu's “persistence in and that it was very unlikely that anything  and wosking on maps that keep Jifficalt to get someons lke Syran Pres- - - shehd .
process,” Foreign Minister AmrMous-  Palestinions. But Lebanon said this frustrating every mediation effort un-  -positive would nnfold in the pear futare per ceat of the West Baok's area to the Is-. ident Hafezge;l—ASSBd' -0 sit down with L R
sa told reporters. “The idea of an\Arab week that a comprehensive agenda dertaken by any party™ and his refusal — unless perbaps the Palestinians agreed  raclis. . die Eatir of which hosted Iast No- ~ © © - e e i
summit is on the table, but no 'steps must be upon before a summit  “to carefully and honesdy implement 10 make further concessions. _M_Whﬂmmcmdwm Em"__a Qmonal' ic coopesation g
Rave been taken vet to organise such a  is held. “[Arafat’s] proposal is pre- what was agreed upon™ Moussa said ‘Several sources drew the same conclu- pmgln'_? . : . vember a regl __m“mc- R
summit.” mature,” szid Faris Bouez, Lebanon’s that the Israeli for re- sion from the negative ouwcome of the  Official sources describe this as a re- there is the sensitive ques- i
Two days earlier, Mubarzk held ex- deploymenr in the West Bank are Washington meetings: the Israclis are pot  toote possibility. “There was 2 ume last . Also, & very § : pm————————

tensive talks with Jordan's King Huss-
ein. which Moussa described as “the
beginning of a series of consultations

', achieve progress, Arafat has cam-

African countries — which tock him
to Morocco, Algetia, Tunisia and
Mauritania 10 lobby support for an
Arab summit.

In London, Arafat said that the idea
of an Arab summit ar this point in
time “fell on very receptive ears™ dur-
ing his talks with Blair, whose country
heads the EUJ troika. French President

traovdicary summit, everything must
be known in advance.”
The Arab League’s Assistant Sec-

mit.” adding that the voured

the Palestinian leader’s meetings with
US President Bill Clinton and other
American officials i0 Washington last
Thursday. In Cairo, the Palestinians
spoke in detail of the proposals which
Netanyahu had conveyed to the Amer-
icans. Arafat had desctibed the Israeli
proposals as “peanuts™ and Moussa
said “it was clear that what was snb-

“bleak and offer no possibility of
progress”.
On the other hand, the US State De-

approach, though they remain at odds
with regard to basic issues, “There are

arrive in the region soon to continue
mediation efforts between the Pal-
estinians and Isrgelis. “We await se-
rious offers, not just any movement,”
Moussa said. “This can only coms
about through hooest mediation by the
US.” Moussa added that there is “talk”™
that US Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright will bold talks with Arafat

to sofien their hard-line pol-
icies. “The bottom line now is that we are
snick with [Israeli Prime Minister Bi-

nnd&unpeansdonotseema‘ble_toget

somehow some positive results will mi-
raculously be achieved. But. for the sake
of being realistic, they work under the
strong assumption that nothing concrete
will emearge. i

“The problera is that although the
Americans offered some ideas, they do
not really amount to a full-fledged plan.
These ideas revolve around pressing the

summer when presidential adviser Os-
ama El-Baz spent a substantial amount of

time and effort shuuling between Jedicho |

and Tel Aviv, but that led nowhere,” &

to undertake a serious mediation . si

mpmad although it might “convey to the

Israeli laisom committee should deal
i problem of implementation.
“Obviousty, this hss failed,” the source
said. “As for intemational arbitration,
which the Palestinions at certain points
suggested, it is a matter thar could only
be undertaken by the mutual coasent of
both partes. Obvionsly, the Ismelis
would not agree to it.” the source saicd

Arab leaders following the retary-General Mohamed Zakariya Is- parmment boids that the Palestinians oyamin] Netaryakhu, that he is clearly a £ i regi
' Washington talks.” € mail said on Monday that usgvaeral and Israelis had accepied a new US man opposed to the principle of land-for-  source said. The sume source added that nsomm m:ﬁ;‘mm
+  Since US mediation failed to Arab countries are considering a sum- peace and that the Americons, Russians  he would be surprised if Jordan was pre- 1 . -

will add an entixe| lynewdnnmsm" ion.” .
_ But that is not to say that the idea of a.

summit is not there and 1hat it is not be-

essarily be its sponsor. The Palestiniams -

could call for a meeting and ask any Arab

capital they wish to host it The Je- .

rusalem Committee — chaired by Mo- -

roccan monarch King Hassan — could - . T

‘paigned for an Arab summit to deal the idea. “After the failure of the siill major on very important is- Netanyahu to change,” 4 source said. , aithougi 0 Clinton .will survive
with Prime Minister Binyamin Ne- Washington meetings, the Arabs must sues.” Doted spokesman James Rubin But Cairo will await the cutcome of Palestinians ifs impressions about the US- mﬁmﬁmnﬁﬁ
tanyabu’s jntransigence. The Pal- think of new steps 1o put the peace on Monday, “but we do believe that more high-level American-Ysreeli and  and Israeli offers. 7 1 " 2 somce He added: 2 o
estinian president came to Cairo after  process back on track.” he asserted the concept the President laid down is American-Palestinian meetings planaed ~ Who then would break the stalemate? %wamaﬁmofm&evs ; 2 =
talks with British Prime Minister Tony A major pant of the two-hour Mu- one that both parties have accepted.” for the next two weeks. Sources say that  According to the agrecments signed by a&gumlsuan will be, doing sbout .. !
Blair in London, and a tour of North barak-Arafat discussions focused on  US special eovoy Dennis Ross will  they are not excludiog all hopes that Isracl and the Paiestinians, a Palestinian, - 8w steen W% 00 o oo 2 o

Jacques Chirac said this week that his mitied was not a serious offer capable and Netanyahu in Burope, “but it has ~ Palestinians imto showing grester pa- _An Amb summit conference perhaps? L e N

country’s “desp disappointment and of salvaging the peace process.” not been decided yet when or where™. tience with Netanyahu and speeding up  The answer is a yes-and-no. ) m@ﬂ‘hes“"}mﬂ:ﬁ“&*‘m‘sﬂ_-:., Lt -
deep concem™ over the peace process  Added Moussa: “The moment of  Summing up the situation, Monssa the implementation of further Isracli se-  The Palestinians say they want it and scheduled to amive in Cairo arond mid- ;. )
was shared by the EU. truth is near because handshakes and said: “The Israeli refusal continmes, ity demands,™ said one source. He have asked to call forone, But Cai- February for talks with President Hosni .—

Al the 1996 summit in Cairo, Arab
leaders agreed to review thé conces-

smiles are not an alternative to achiev-
ing balanced and just results.”

and our refusal of Israel’s refusal still

stands.™

curity
added that Arafat does not seem to bein a
position to make further concessions —

1o has been hesitant and bas tried to per-
suade the Palestinians that 4 summii may

Mubarsk, io which the Palestiniac issue - - -

is sure figure highly on the agenda.

An Egyptian lawyer who took part in the. L e
defence of Roger Garaudy believes that T
the core of the problem rests with the
QGayssot Law. Alj El-Ghateet spoke to
Amira Ibrahim by telephone from London

- CLASS ADS -
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NEW 3 BEDROOM FLAT, EXCELLENT NEW
FURNITURE, FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED, W/DISH, IN
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Egyptian lawyer
slams French law

While Arab intellectuals were busy debating  raudy, who had ooly ope lawyer as opposed  that Garaudy exercised 2 constittional right
what should be done 1o support Roger Ga- 10 16 lawyers for his accusers,” Ghateet said.  when he questioned the scope of the Hol-
raudy, an Egyptian lawyer made an appear-  Ghateet believes that Garaudy, by pub- ocanst '

ance before the Paris tribunal to defend the lishing his book, sought w “confront” the  “The problem does not rest with Garaudy
French thinker. “T was fully aware of the is- Gayssot Law, which penslises any attempt to  but with the lJaw which penafises those who
sues raised in his book and it was quite im- deny the Jews™ alleged right to the boly land. - carry out scientific research and express their :
portant 1o me, as a person and as a lawyer, to It also penilises any attempt to deny the Hol-  views,” Ghateet said, “This means that France  against Garandy are mare,concemed with up-
explore to what extent I wonld be allowed to  ocaust, that six million Jews were killed by has viclated its obligations under international  holding the Gayssot Law than with punishing
perform my duty,” Ali El-Ghateet told Al- the Nazis, and any attempt to question the and European conventions on the protection of him,” Ghateet said. “They may invoke a mini-

against humarity apd questioming the judg- T
mentspats_sada:tythe Nuremberg trial. A third R
_charge of anti-Semitism was dropped. Pros-
ecutors asked that he be fined 150,000 French :
m T e e - ..

“The Zionist groups which filed the lawsuit

EGYPTIAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY
ABBASIYA, NASR CITY, CAIRO, EGYPT
TELEX 92097 POWER UN, FAX: 2616512

EL-ESLAH Substation Ahram Weekly. He referred to Garandy's judgments passed at the Nuremberg war crim-  human rights.” mum penalty but the qoesiion remains that = . - -
220/66/22 KV, 2 x 125 MVA book The Founding Myths of Israeli Politics.  inals® tribunal. Gbateet said that if Garaudy is found guilty, this law must be abolished” ==
ADJUDICATION NO. 9/98 “Tt was not & question of volunteering but of  “Even if Gurandy is found innocent, this the case will go to the Court of Appeals. Ifhe  Ghateet said that more action and more ac- - -
* performing a duty,” Ghateet said. adding that law will remain as a sword hanging over the is found guity again, the matter will be taken tive support are needed for Garaudy and the

capse he stands for. “It is the obligaticp of the ~ ..
. people who have a vision of what is-hap- =~ -, -
pening in this part of the worid o approach - - -
the matter with greater seriousness and show . - ~ * .
active support in financial, legal and moral® ¢

neck of anybody who dares defend Arab up by the Court of Cassation. Ghateet did not

rights,” Ghateet said. “This law is un- rule cot the possibility that the constitu-

precedented. It suppresses the truth, freedom.  tionality of the Gayssot Law might be con-

of expression and scienufic research.” sidered by the European Court of Human
in his presentation to the court, Ghateet de-  Rights. i

he wrote to Garaudy and his French lawyer,
Jacques Verges, ing his readiness to

help, an offer which they accepted.
“The presiding judge decided that it was im-
for the trial and for the course of jus-

- EEA invites bidders from efigible intemational
firms for the design, manufacture, supply,
transport, ¢ivil works, project management,

c“m“mﬁgg&fhfnﬂg_‘;;hmamwn Hice to permait foreign ttorneys 1o defend Ga-  scribed the law as unconstioutional, insisting ~ Garandy is accused of demying crimes terms”besaid <. Coe e ; :

125 MVA comfenuonal type substation in - - The Su m State Secu - _

accordance with tender documents and on a M ft Co rt.hl:': eﬁ eddecumy - g

R ufti confirms oo Lo

from EEA resopurces. b sentences agaiﬂstthree {slamist ) -
" militants and condemned others ) -

- Bidders should be the manutacturer of the main
equipment. In case there is a joint venture, the
manufactures should ba a member ot this joint
venture.

death sentences_ =z

The Supreme State Security Court on Tuesday up- FEescs

- The tender documents are available from the EEA
cashier against presentation of a non-refundable
payment receipt of $4,000 (four thousand US
dollars) from the National-Bank of Egypt's main
branch (EEA account no. 880/90/14) together with
an application {original plus two copies) showing
the name, address, telex and telephone number
of both supplier and local agent and addressed o
the General Director of the Central Purchasing
Depariment during official working hours,

- Tenders (technical + prequalification &
commercial) are to be submitted according to
tender conditions in two sealed envelopes which
contain:

1- Envelope {A) : Containing the bidder’s technical
proposal including all information
as specified in the tender
documents.

2- Envelope (B) : Containing the prica proposal,
general and special conditions
and a bid bond amounting to 2%
of the total tender value plus
optional prices in the same
cumency(ies) of tender.

- interested bidders should submit bath Envelopes

held death sentences passed a roonth earlier
against three Isfamist mifitants, on tfal with 3@ >
others, for killing 26 policemen in southern Egypt %
in 1993 and 1994. Two of those condemned to die
are still at large. The third is paralysed.

According to Egyptian law. death semtences
passed by civiian coarts do ot become final untl 225
they are approved by the Grand Mufii. the na-
tion’s top Muslim religions authority. The approv-
al is a matter of procedure and is usually granted -
in cases of murder convictions. F

Chief Judge Ismail Hamds said the mufti had ap-
proved the death penalty for the three and an-
nounced the sentences passed against the other de-
fendanis.

Four wmmﬁnm?ed to life (25 y%rs] im-
prisonment wi labour. three to 15 years.
five to 10 years and three to five years. Thireen
defendants were acquitted. Charges against two
others. who died in shootouts with police, were

. According to prosecutors, the defendants 3%
are members of Al-Gama'a Al-Islamiya, Egypt's Ji
largest militant organisation which took re- &
sponsibility forthe 17 November Luxor massacre,
mu;vd.hichss tourists and four Egyptians were £
ki

The defendants were accused of staging dozens
of auacks in Upper Egypt in 1993 and 1994, in
which 26 policemen, including five senior of-
ficers, were killed. They were also accused of the
attempted murder of 46 other policemen. planting, |
bombs outside banks in Assiut. anacking a bus
carrying a number of Romanian industrial experts
and attempting to blow up a train carying tourists.

Before announcing the verdicts, Judge Hamdi

Gama’a militants awaiting to be sentenced ’s '

<
-

they brandished copies of-the Qur'an with one hand .and*
flashed the victory. sign with the other. They shouted slogans
and ‘chanted songs, declarmg their readiness 1o die for the -

read out a statenent lashing ont ar Islamist militants. He said ~ Hasaballah saig he will file 2 request emency wi
thgl:iir_ "i°l§'.'.ﬁ° lhv;olﬂ;m:d; “the tolerant pri:fliples of the islamic president’s office. Y : for et with the
religion™ L were rejected by all Egypiians, . The only attending defendant who received a death sen-
“They crowned themselves as leaders and scholars, im- tence. Hassan Khalifs, is paralysed after b:in;iujmea is:n a
posing their will on the peopic and gave themselves the right shoot-out with police. The mufti rejected an appeal by his Both Diaa and Khalifa told reponers after’ :
4 mnmﬁhers. lheﬂ]gyu%goens:tn [nb%rdter_tq Teach their l];iwy_em to comrute the death sentence because of his injury. theysuppomdamﬁmmmdckst
y care a ici 3 = 4 da t a
E power, ut killing innocent But judicial sources told Al-Ahram Weekly that because of J:lly by jailed Gama'a leaders, wio ugged

N

{A) and (B) on 15/4/98 at 12.00 (noon) to EEA
Central Purchasing Department at the above
address.

- The technical and commercial envelopes will be
opened on the same date at 1200 hours (noon)
Cairo, Egypt local time,

- Tendars will be valid for 150 days after tender

people ur.dstrgy'mg the state and its economy. They deserve  Khalifa's paralysis, the death sentence might not be carrisd  h
to be punished. . . .. out. Under Egyplian law, someone condem%:td to death must
The lawyers of the defendants said they were satisfied with be in good health if he is to be executed -

the semences. “These are fair sentences and clearly show the ~ Ahmed Diaa, one of those sentenced to [ife imprisonment, ° miljtary trials beforefmy cotisid ahﬂt'ﬁ ting them. o
Diaa' r .. aapE ; -

. difference between civilian and mili courts,” said Saad said he had I i denied there were fvisions within the Ganm'
date, c tary " said Saad  sai 10 regrets. “When I did what T am accused of, I ‘ X
opening . Hasaballah, an Islamist lawyer. . was certin that 1 was doing it to please God. 'l'hemfo;, I said tha: differences mi::ﬁ:cmn:us&ﬁmm;mmeﬂ
- Interested bidders may obtain further information Sentences passed by state security and military courts can- have mo regrets.” he told reporters from the iron cage where  a resuit of “lack of commuaication and coordiation™ betweep,
rgarting tndr docanens rom te e i, Miliay cou. Romevt: o o bt B T e wtin R B e i io srpprt the
_ . . however, are or their defendants were driven o the Bab El- i ; : exparintes 10 support the jailo
aforementioned address. dSpeedﬁﬁy procedures and harsh sentences. including death pen- Farimid Cairo under tight security and were ﬁﬂmpamq co:ilbl; — et e e o e

" two armoured vehicles. Dressed in white prison uniforms,” leaders olf?!tgemgg'dp_ G tbntﬂacbn&sm; _ are:bcm‘ﬂ
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‘This .
is not.
Although the Press- - -
Syndicate's council *-~
condemned a new law
that makes the '
‘publication of iew
-Newspapers - - .
conditional on the - .
cabinet’s approval, its -
chairman told Shaden
Shehab that more
time was needed to -
determine the pros and
cons - - .
A controversy appears to be e g .
brewing at the Press i i éf " -1
colkernming a new law that & F e N
regulstes the establishment of - T - " : o, s
ek o ’ .. R ...
incloding newspaper publishi : . A - T :
firms. The law, whichi was e P 55 Tl '
wﬁbgnﬂ;gms ) Pmmmmgemmnﬁmmmmdhmﬁmddm by decorating their names during Police Day celebrations (1); addressing religions leaders and scholars
makes the establishment of - oo _
joint stock companties in the . . g " ®
areas_:):press pub'[mnodn& N A _ On two occasions this week, President Mubarak lashed cut at terrorist groups
= D03 sl on | N I n e r ro rI S I I l and urged a true understanding of Islamic teachings. Nevine Khalil reports
%ec]abmu':wpforappmval Ce R . : o ' T ———
aw, whichisam.™ .- .~ - . .
amendment o Law 59 for Speaking to police forces and religions leaders at separate functions ment” in order 10 set straight their undersianding of religion™. He asked them
1981, exempis companies - - this week, President Hosni Mubarak affirmed that eerrotism must be  Police forces dealt crippling blows to the infrastructures of militant 1o emphasise that l%?am “aims for greaiegr. comp%::hensive targets and
operating in other arcas from- | confronted by force as well as a sound propagation of Islamic tenets.  groups, infiltrated their organisations, confiscated their funds, and not the bits and pieces which are propagated by narrow-minded, self-
this proviso. . During Police Day celebrations on Sunday, Mubarak said that secur-  reined in their activities, according to Mubarak. “Now these groups are  serving individaals.”

A day after the law gained - T ity fnmes.h:;velmnedﬁngnﬂmwmsmknandwm able 10 “conlain  isolated ceils in limited areas, who exploit any opportonity 1o carry out  “The threar of black terrorism has the entire Islamic nation in jeop-
the Assembly’s approval, the the dangers™ posed by militant gronps. These forces, Mubarak added.  their hemouas crimes,” he added. Mubarak szid that Egypt’s democratic  ardy,” he warmed, “and opens the door to foreign conspiracies™. He
Press Syndicate’s council - have fought “brave baes for years Aagaigst terrorist groups whick enviroument “allows all legal political trends to work, whereas the il- described terrorists “who claim to be preachers of Islam™ as “traitors
condemned the bill ina - sold_ﬂ:emselves.tothedegﬂandepnspu'e_dtogmyoutm mas- legal terrorist gronps do not have one ounce of support or sympathy”  of their people and agents of the enemies of God and His Prophet™,
statenent at an N terminded from abroad, with the aiw of hindering Egypt ssprog'n_ss?' from the poblic. Mubarak said that it was the duty of every Islamic country and ail

—meeting, It said the law . Alluding to Jast November’s Luxor massacre m which 58 foreigners Ona note, Mubarak assured his andience that Egypt will “re- Mauslims “not to extend their hands to the bloodstained hands [of the
imposed restrictions on the ...~ | and four Egyptians weré Killed, Mubarak said, “The mistakes of the gain the world's confidence very quickly [and] will be able to deal with terrorists].”
freedom of the pressin - .. ] past shookd ngt'lowm' our esteem of the heroic efforts made by the se-  the current problems.™ The president addressed another challenge facing the Islamic nation,
violation.of the provisions of . - | Sumity forces.” _Hc“addedmmfnmes_a:qcmhlewﬂmmngﬁum A day earlier, in a speech on the occasion of Leilat Al-Qodr (Night of  namely “the world's perception of Islam and anempts to 1arnish its im-
the Constitntion and appealed - - "pa’stm:pmennes " and that_Egypt's "patuouc_mmy supports the peo-  Power), Mubarak called on his audience of religions leaders and ac- age™. He said that it is the “duty of all our scholars and intellectuals to
to President Hosni Mubarek net, - - | P&'s struggle [against terrorism] and protects its stability and develop-  ademics to “burnish the true image of Islam to the younger generations, build bridges with other culrures.”
to sign ir. The statement also . . - 1— = —

led 1o Prime Miniser: N 3 "

Ramal El-Ganzoweiand - .. -7 0 ) . : | m -
Assembly Speaker Fathi Sorour - .- . H .
to reconsider. T 2 6 P .

. TH1AINAYONI €aQIC ecentrailise

last week, making it effective. | PR : ' _ '
. wwem",embe.m,bhin.:_ . . e fe s AL e R S L N PR DU .o .
look ar the pros and coms'of. . T decres’
* this l]aw,” Makram Mohamed - - T
Ahmed, the Syndicate’s : } :
chairman, told AF-Afiram - . R ‘- -
- Weekiy. “This-fs-not Law:93- - '- - N - ) -
for VI ists and
was a clear violation of the ~ -
freedom of the press. This is
entirely different.”-
Ahmed conceded that the Bew .
- law wias “an administrative
restriciion on the freedom of
establishing newspapers, which
constitutes a‘part of the :
freedom of the press.” But he - o .
went on: “My personal view, President Hosni Mubarak issued a decree last week  churches. He also thanked President Mubsrak for is-  renovation and construction of churches singled om?  1ober, Tenth of Ramadan and Shoroug.
which is not necessarily that of that delegated to city and provincisl governors the suing the decree. In order to comply with the Constitution, both in let-  Saadeddin Tbrahim, head of the Ibn Kbaldoun Cen-
_ the Syndicate’s council, is that - - authority to make decisions on the renovation of  The Egypfian Society for the Promotion of Na- ler and spirit, the regulations governing the restora- tre for Social Studies, views Mubarak’s decres as
we have to open 3 dialogue. - (Chrigtian churches. Previously, this anthority was in  tional Unity hailed the decree as a “positive step to-  tion and construction of charches should be covered  significant. and possibly a prelude to the abolition of
with the govermment so that | the president’s own hands. The  president, however, wsrd solving the problems the Copis have by the construction law and not by an un-  the Hamayoni edict altogether.
each party may put forward its .rerained the prerogative of licensmg the construction  from for long.” But other Copis were not similarly  consdmtional Ottoman decree.” Mubarak, Ibrahim said, “has inherited a legacy of
viewpoint. ¥ that the oi new churches. . o excited. The Hamayoni edict requires the presentation of de facto discrimination and I believe he is trying to
government bas good redsons Ahhough the decree was obviously meant to fa-  “He who has the right 1o approve also has the right  papers providing irformation on tbe distance be- redress this situation, but chooses 1o do if gradually.”
for passing this law, mainly to cilitate the complicated and Jengtivy process church- 1o reject the renovation of churches” Maurice Sadek, tween the land on which a new church is to be buile  But for Sadek, the decision will put governors in a
prevent foreigners from es had o go through before any for renova- bead of the Nationa] Unity Homan Rights Centre, and Christian and Muslim inhabited areas. It also re-  “hot spot™ if they turn down a rengvation request,
establishing newspapers for " tion or repairs is approved, questions were raised told Al-Ahram Weekly. “Under any circumstances, quires information on whether there are other panicularly in Upper Egypt provinces with large
political and security _ sbout keeping the Heensing of new churches as a  this entire process, whether the authority is in the churches belonging to the same religious de- Christian populations, such as Minya and Assiut.
cousiderations. Egypt is . preyogative of the head of the state. -~ _. president’s hands or the governors™ hands, is an- nomination in the same town or village, the number  Observers ciied an incideot in the Nile Delta
targetedbysome countries - . 'This-prerogative, derived from what is known as  constitutional.” o of Christians in the area and the distance between the province of Shargiya Jasi vear when Muslim riot-
which seek 1o misinform - the Homayoni edict, dales back to the 19th centry  Sadek argued that there is no provision in the Con-  nearest church belonging to the same religious de- ers bumed down parts of a church after they found
Egyptian public. opixion.” and, despite many constitntional changes since then, stitution that gives any government official the au- nomination and the town in which the new church is  out that the local priest was building a small ex-

Governmeént officials have has rernained in force. Egyptian Christians and many  thority to approve or reject the renovation or con- 1o be built. tension. “These are isolated incidents and do not
argued that the amended Muslim intellectuals and political figures have re- struction of churches. “This makes the decision to There are no available official statistics on the reflect the situation on the ground,” Minya Gov-
articles of the Companies Law - peatedly called for its aboliion. -~ delegate the anthority to governors inconstititional,” number of charches in Egypt. but independent emmor Mustafa Abdel-Kader told the Weekly.
are primarily aimed at ° - . " Pope Shepoudsh ITL. head of the Copiic Orthodox  he said. . sources and experts on Coptic affairs put the oum- “Everything is done in accordance with the law,”
Introducing a simplified . 'Church, was-quoted by the Arabic-language press as  Sadek said, “The first article of the 1923 Constitu-  ber at between 2,400 and 4,000. Sadek pointed he said. “If the renovation of a church is per-
for the establishment of ~ .. saying he.“welcomed™ decision that aims at fa- tion provided for the sbolition of all the Hamayoni out, however, that there a2re no churches in the missible under the regulations in force, we ap-
compaities with thcobjec;l:; of " ' cilitatiig the process of removaling or repeiring decrees issued during the Ottoman era. So why isthe  newly-built satellite cities such as Sixth of Oc- prove it. The opposite i also true.”
promoting development. They - g '
also contended that the- -~ . T — — —
patime e IST Sneli aces prosecution
three types of companies to 1 . | i :
mwme';ﬁ;f'adedm o A e fhicess of the ' and g ] fact, 1 look

is ¥ mien | fanirar i a0 on offices_of the Dar Sina R LT s C LT unfounded. “They say that  make np stories but, in fact, I look ob-
bring onder to the bUTgeoning et o Litoed off Cher LAt Siveet, and cousmey on We orcan we nottalk &= jectively and scientiically at istory. The companions of the Prophet
n:wmmarketand SOSIE . gpioiF Khalil Abdel-Kerim's larest books, Yathreb’s Society: Re- - about Islamic history in ;, were not saints and, according to fmam Malek, anyone can be crit-
that compamies donot  “ ° Linans Batween Men and Women and The Situation a1 the Time of objective, scientific terms 3 icised excepl the Prophet,” Abdel-Kerim said
pose athteat wonational  ° %o g, propher’s Companions. The confiscarion was ordered . ’ ' Ore of his most controversial stories concermns the Rightly Guided
sechmity. .. .7 “state security prosecutor, who had received a repont from Al- and who will define those Caliph Omar Ibn Al-Khagtab, He recounts that Omar advised people

However, sumejomnalls!? . Azhar's.Jelamic Research Academy claiming that the books in- ferms? Questions once not to ask for large dowries in order 10 make marriage easier and yet
and oppogition deputies Peheve . cluded remarks defaming the Prophet’ Mohamed's companions or N he himself paid 40,000 dirhams as the dowry for a girl 40 years his
th Wyﬁ;sm violatign | ' - PRl FEECE € S --; again brought to the fore jumior. Abdel-Kerim poinss out, °f am secounting | history and the sa-

Constittion _ﬁnﬂl’-s"_‘ ST Officials - Azhar were unavailable for comment. the recent confiscation haba were people with strong and weak peints, But Al-Azhar says
48,206 and 200, which i~ -y oonﬁ.:cﬁon is particularly significanit for several reasons. by the co tio am accusing Omar of contradicting himself.”
press freedom and. - .--_mmhmem““marke;foralmonnyearmdm_Ofmbo‘)kswme"by s Why are the clerics so upsct? Abdel-Kerim says his research is
. They alzo bﬁ@ve " “besn on display at the 1997 Cairo Book Poir. Abdel-Kerim, a well- Khalii Abdel-Kerim. iy . threatening to those who have been brought up ie a cultwre based oa
that the law should bavebeen . - g0 Jawver-human rights activist and author of several researck . - - vote memorisation and not innovative thinking. “So apything which
referred to the Shora Comnedl - - - papers and bosks on the history of Tslam, said, “The confiscation Fatemah Farag reporis  Abdel-Eerim challenges what they say is very threatening. Even enlightened genera-
for approval. Lows thatfre - .0 E Lo direeeed only at the first part of the second book, which tions, like Mohamed Hussein Herkal and Abbas El-Aqqgad, never went
considesed 1o be.supplements w .- oo L up- of three parts, and yet all three were confiscated. As forthe  Sayed E}-Qimni’s book, Rab El-Zaman (The Lord of All Time). But  beyond certain wraditional confines. Then came a generation made up
the Constitution requirethe . . & o b well - the second edition was almost sold out!” - . . the latest confiscations had intelleciuals worrying again. of people such as mi:ﬂf- Said El-Ashmawi, Sayed El-Qimni and Nasr
of both the Peopie’s " Secondly, there i the nature of Abdel-Kerim himseif. Labelled the  Al-Azhar’s report sgainst Abdel-Kerim's books dales back to Jast Hamed Abu Zeid who started to challenge these confines through ob-
Assembly and Slrora ( :ed shﬂi’,'jm he is a member of the leftist Tagammn Party, Ab-  year, Last May, about six months afier the books were published. a  jective and scientific study. Of course it makes them nervous,™
Fawzia Abdel-Satm, former.” "3} Kerim s known for his Liberal inté ion of Islam. Over the past of the Islamic Research Academy's report appeared inthe Al the people mentioned by Abdel-Kerim have been subjected 10
head of the Assembly’s - .15 yesrs, he has published several .all of which may have beea di newspaper Al-Muslimoun, According to Abdel-Kerim, the report  one form or another of harassment. In 1992, an Azharite committes
islative committes, goid the” . ot de g by some, bat were never desmed to warrant legal action. - condemned [96 books, including some of his. “My books were went to the Cairo Book Fair and confiscated five of Ashmawi’s books.
Weekly that the pew law did _ .~~~ ‘behind his desk in his small two-room office in the under- ‘lumped together with pornography and other smff” he said, adding, Nasr Hamed Abu Zeid was put on rial before a court that found him
not ¥iolate the CoOSUMLON. -~ “privileged neighbo of Boulaq El-Dakrour, Abdel-Kerim, nearly *“However, the publicity was pood for sales.” to be an apostate who must be divorced from his wife. Finally, there
“The Constitution guarantees *= %‘, bends forveand. The dark circles on his forchead — tell-tale signs of  After some commotion in the local press, no legal action was taken. was the EI-Qimni trial Iast September, but the court reversed the con-
press freedom"within the limits® frequent jitayers.— do not leave a secularist impression. *T have been  “Consequently, I was surprised on 14 January when I received a phone  fiscation order against his book.
‘of the law.” she suid. “The new mm by people who said that I search in the garbage bins of call from Rawya Abdel-Azim, owner of the publishing house, telling  Abdel-Kerim believes that an amendment of Law 106, which regu-
law does ot curtail press . . pjesgry for the material I use in iy books. My response is that T use  me that she had been summoned to the prosecutor’s office, afier the lates Al-Azhar’s activities, could be the answer to the problem. “The
. freedom. It m;;lyregn]aws the: only: the’ sources: 10, and used by, Al-Azhar itself. The first ‘confiscation, for questioning and that I had 1o po for questioning as  article dealing with the Islamic Research Academy should make il
7' establishment of newspapers & - book s only 100 asahﬂ.isbasedon'mmethanﬁﬂsoumes,’_'hesaid. well, I cannot understand that, in this day and age, they would resort to  clear that jis jurisdiction covers only the contents of the Quran and an-
- &nd this does not violate the . . Abdel-Kerim_ ix ironic that “disseminating ¢xkémist ideology” something so ineffective and so backward as confiscarion.™ thologies of the Prophet’s sayings, not everything published on any-
- Constitution.” oo .7 was the lega) grownds cited as the reason why he was summoned for ©  On 18 Januzry Abdel-Kerim was forced to spend the whole day be-  thing.” _
Abdel-Satar glsosaid that * - ° . S gens o de? After 15 years of writing against extremist thought, ing questioned by a police officer who bad diligently read his book,  Abdel-Kerim is currently awalting a summons from the prosecutor
. " there was no need to gainthe™ .1 . b o ‘being investigated solely on the grounds of this explaga- “We discussed the first book and he had noles and page-markers ali who is expected Lo question him abour his second book.
..;amm"‘lxﬁcw' JgomT . jetiectust rity had breathed  Al-Ahar y'hisquﬁeﬁ?m%d. ¢ 1an the Gnes contained io Edited by Wadie Kirol
- becanse BFoota~ - *.I Thirdly, thefe is the timing, The inte community -. ' report,” Abdel-Kerim sai ) e adie Kirolos
) ‘-'asigh'o}'mﬁgfaﬁﬁa&ifocmrwemdgmﬁsuuonqrduagainﬂ - Ahdel-Kerim contends that Al-Azhar’s accusations are anreasonsbie by

_mppleme-ntmd;et}'onsﬁl_:njm_._
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- 4 Region

- Amman slaughter: who done it?

Jordanian sources are suggesting that Oday Saddam Hussein might be behind the brutal killing of an Iraqi diplomat and seven oth-
ers in Amman nearly two weeks ago. A special correspondent for Al-Ahram Weekly reports from the Jordanian capital '

While Jordanian security authorities con-
tinued their search for in connection
with the murders of an Iragi diplomat and
seven other people in Amman on 18 January,
informed Jordanian sources have been claim-
Ing that the incident was deliberately staged
with the belp of the fraqi Ambassador 1o Jor
dan, Nuri Oweiss.

Although observers and political com-
mentators spent the better pant of last week
debating the possible motives behind the
crime, sources, who spoke on condjtion of an-
onymity, have stressed that the murders were
the work of a group close 10 i President
Saddam Hassein's son Oday. The sources
said feuds between different groups within
the ruling family are likely to have played a
part in last week's incident. The feuds were
reporiedly linked to the flight of Saddam
Hussein's son-in-law Hussein Kamel to Am-
man two years ago. Kamel died mysteriously
at the hands of members of his own family
upon his sudden return to Iraq last year.

One security source said raq’s Ambassador,
Oweiss. ielephoned his deputy, the soon-to-be-
wurdered diplomat Hikmat Abdul-Razak Al-
Hajou, on his cellular phone and ordered him
to deliver a passport and visa to Sami Thomas
George. ancther of the eveatal victimns, ar his
home in the fashionable Rabia district of Am-
man at around midnight on Satnday.

Offering only sympathy, the EU will do little to salvage Algeria. But, writes
Amira Howeidy, its demand for an inquiry may still be a step forward

Other sources, who cite the same in-
structions allegedly given by Oweiss but dif-
fer as to the circumstances, said that while
Hajou and his wife (whe was also among the
victims) were driving the ambassador home
around midmight on Satonday, he ordered
them to deliver the same documents to the
home of George immediately after they had
dropped him at his residence,

Both sources said it was not an altogether
exraordinary demand, even considering the
Jate hovr, because Hajou and George were

friends.

Confirming that Hajou bad apparently
showed up at the George villa to deliver sume
sort of message late on Samurday, forensic ex-
perts said the eight victims were killed over a
period of two to three hours and that Hajou
was the last to be murdered.

According to police, Hajou, his Egyptian
wife Laila Mohamed Shaaban, . an-
other Iraqi businessman Namir Shaker Ouji.
Sadeq Siddik Salim, Edmond, an ian se-
curity guard Mohamed Abdullah Hindawi and
another Egyptian national, Shabour Al-Sayed
Mohamed Suliemon, were all chained up and
siowly stabbed to death.

Police are questioning a Greek woman, An-
istassia Lidaki, 37, a Fiend of businessman
George. who survived the attack with several
stab wounds and is providing crucial evidence

1s Europe’s sudden exciternent aver the daily
spectacle of carnage in Algeria already over?
Not quite, Despita the European Hnion’s dec-
laration on Monday thav “if Algeria wants
help, it bas 10 ask for it", the EU troika mis-
sion the previous week came back having re-
inforced their belief that there has 1o be an in-
ternational inquiry into the massacres rocking
the country. The mission has also enc

a stepping-up of demands for independent in-
vestigation, which have since been voiced by
Austria. Algeria’s oppositon pamy the Front
for Socialist Forces {FFS) and the EU itself,
which bas urged Algeria 1o “open its doors to
international belp 1o combat terrorism.”

The Arab Organisation for Human Rights
(AOHR) also issped a statement earlier this
week. sayving that if the Algerian government
was unwilling to respond to calls for inter-
national investigation. it bas to allow a local
independent inquiry by Algerian human rights
groups to investigate the massacres and define
who is behind the brutal killings.

“The [EU foreign] council calls for greater
transparency on the part of the government of
Algeria about the siation in which vemorist
groups conunue (o perpetrate cowardly and
brutal attacks on innocent civilians,” the 15-
member bloc’s foreign roinisters said in a
statement following a meedng in Brussels last
Monday.

The meeting was briefed on a visi to Al-
geria by EU state ministers for foreign min-
isters last week during whick the Algerian
government rejected any calls for an inquiry
and offers of humanitarian aid, saying they
were “not necessary”.

British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook, chair-
ing the EU meeting, acknowledged that the
brief EU mission achieved only modest re-
sults. “Our willingness to help needs to be
matched by witlingness on the part of the Al-
gerian government to accept our help,” Cook
told a news conference.

He said that the bloc had succeeded in re-
starting a dialogue with Algiers, and that the
process would most likely continge in the
form of ralks between Cook and Algerian For-
eign Minister Ahmed Attaf who is expected in
London, although there was no firm date set
for any meeting. The EU ministers urged Al-
geria to allow visits by the United Nations and
the media.

Over 70 people were biown up or hacked to
death last week in Algeria. increasing the
Ramadan death toll to aimost 2,000.

The violence, which started in 1992 fol-
lowing the army’s cancellation of paria-
mentary elections Islamists were poised to
win, has reached an unprecedemted level of

Conciliation or confrontation in Sudan? &

Khartoum is on a collision course with civic groups and professional associations, writes Gamal Nkrumah

barbarity over the
this escalation which finally prompt-
ed the EU 1o take action. Although
the Algerian government continues
to blame the Asmed Islamic Group
(GIA) as the sole of all
the violence and has made no refer-
ence to ontside su in the past.
officials last week told the EU mis- ¥
sior it was Islamist networks oper-
ating from rather than the
radical GIA alone, that are backing
and financing the violence. Algeria’s §
message to the mission was: strike at
these networks, or do not interfere.

Pointing out that Europe cleardy
does not condone or support such
networks, the mission refased to call §
off Its demand for an insquiry. On
Sunday, Austria’s Foreign Minister
Wolfgang Schoessel urged the Al-
gerian government to allow man in- 8
dependent investigation to be carried §
out In response, the Algerian For-
eign Ministry, in a statement made
through the official Algerian news
agency APS, said the government’s
policy is and always has been to re-
ject foreign interference in Algeria’s
internal affajrs. The mimistry said the
government had instructed its am-
bassador to Austria to make official §
Tepresenmations to  Vienma con-
cerning Schnessel’s remarks.

Bur Algerias military-backed gov-
emment will need more than just an-
gry staiements if it is to refute ac-
cusations by homan rights groups B
that it is at worst party to, at best
complicit in, the daily massacres.

The iestimony of Algeriap exiles &
and refugees which has lately ap- §
peared in the French and British B
press has added more fuel to this §
fire. Further doubt has been cast on
the credibility of the Algerian gov-

¥
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ermment in the British media, fol- A child victim of terrorism in Algeria shows the toys she received from the Red Crescent .two days

t month, It is TR

as 10 the identity of the murderers, according
1o 2 Jordanian security source.

Lidald told awthorities she heard four or five
attackers speaking with a distinet Iraqi accent.
The murders follow two other developments
thar have served to further stram tes between
Amman and B : the 8 December execu-
tions in Baghdad of four Jordanians accused
of smuggling spare awo pans, aod the a1
terapted shooting of the Imqi commercial at-
taché in Amman earlier this month. .

The Jordanian government's initial reaction
to the latest killimgs was to condema the
crime, calling it an attack cn Jordan.

“We strongly condemn an attack of this na-
ture, for whatever reason and whatever mo-
tives. It is also an attack on our counwry and as
such is table.” Prime Minister Abdel-
Salamg Al-Majali was quoted as saying by
state television.

Majali dismissed suggestions that the attack
was in revenge for the hanging of the four
Jordanians.

“Tt has no link with that, at jeast until now,
and we do not expect to find one. I think it is
a separate incident,” Majali said.

The allegations of a plot involving the Iraqi
ambassador are consisient with statements
made on state radio by Jordan's official
spokesman, who said that the kingdom would
not tolerate feuding on its lands.

. ”

“Jordan, which God bas blessed with secar-
ity and stability. will not allow its territory to
be nsed a5 an arena for the settiing of scores,
whatever the background,” the spokesman
said. '

Members of the Jordanian business com-
manity have privately expressed concern that
the pmders may negatively impact the local

business climate and scare off mvesfors al-

ready weighing up the cisks of a collapse in
the Middle East peace talks and renewed re-

i flare-ups. Nadhmi Ouji. brother of
victim Namir Ouji, is reported to be the sin-
gle largest privaie foreign investor in Jordag
with projects in excess of $150 million. -

Meanwhile. the British Embassy in: Am-
man Swoday confirmed that the Jordanian
government has sought the help of Scot-
fand Yard in connection with the incident.
Jordan™s Minister of the Interior,- however,
deanéeed that any such request has been
made. :

land Yard would be restricted to providing

for the embassy did not elaborate. .
Also Sunday a circular issued by Jordan’s -

The embassy said the assistance from Scot-

Anorney General stated that the Jordanian -

media are benceforth prohibited from re-
porting on the “Rabia case™. It added that
amy violators would be prosecuted.

probe mounts

lowing statements by former Alger- before Eid EI-Fitr which marks the end of the Muslim hely fasting month of Ramadan pohoio: AFF)

ian Prime Minister Abdel-Hamid
Brahimi and others before the British parlia-
ment blaming the Algerian government for the
violence. .
Testifying before the all-party Parliamentary
Human Rights Group, they accused the Alger-
ian government of systematic torture and
France of blocking moves to find out what
was really happening on what one witness
called “Europe’s blood-soaked doorstep.”
Brahimi, whoe was prime minister from 1984
o 1988, told the hearing “the terror is organ-

ised by the state... the GIA is 2 part of and in-
vention of the povernment,” be said, com-
paring it 10 dummy nationafist guerrilla groups
set up by the French during the war against the
FLN independence movement 40 years ago.
Back home, the FFS has continued its cam-
paign for an intermational UN-supervised in-
vestigaton. FFS Samir Bou™aquier
told Al-Ahram Weekly in a telephone inter-
view from Algiers that ite the EU mis-
sion’s faflure to persuade government to

allow such an inguiry, the fact that the mission
did indeed go w Algeria despite
sistance from officials, “means that with more

ite strong re- .

- . disputes between two neighbouring countries.

. ous that the propositions submitted by the two sides were

an i . ioation can be
pms_surem“mdepmdemmvesugan _

It was the FFS's Switzerland-based leader
Hocine Ayat Ahmed-who made the Erst call
for an intemational Investigation last summer.
“Who would have thought that this isolated
call wonld have become the demand oa every-
one’s lips today 7™ Bou'aquier asked.

The 28th of Ramadan is a hallowed memorial day for Su-
danese women who have lost sons, busbands. fatbers and
brothers at the hands of the Islamist regime of Sudanese Pres-
ident General Omar Hassan Al-Bashir. Every year, hundreds
of women demoasirate o mark the day, in 1990, that the re-
gime summarily executed their loved ones.

This year, in andcipation of a heavy-handed government
cl own. the women decided to hold their demonstration a
few days earlier, on 24 Ramadan. Police broke up the dem-
onstration and two women were arrested, Samira Karrar, a 45-
year-old housewife, whose husband and brother were executed
on 28 Ramadan, 1990 and Nafisa Al-Meleek, a 70-year-old
headmistress whose son was executed on the same day.

“The arrests, coupled with the vecent govemment decision 1o
close down all Sudanese universities because of smdent un-
rest, flies in the face of government allegations that social ac-
tivism is on the wane,” said Farouk Abu Eissa, secretary-
general of the Cairo-based Arab Lawyers Federation. Abu Eis-
sa is also the official spokesman of the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), the Asmara-based ungb_reun organisation that
groups together several northern opposibon parties and the Su-
dan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), the leading southern
rebel group. .

Abu Eissa told Al-Ahram Weekly: “The dominance of the
ruling National Islaric Front's (NIF) corrupt oligopoly means
thar it will not go down quietly, They wili defend to the end
their privileges. Pressuire on (he govemment should be stepped
up.” I -y .
Abu Eissa, reflecting divisions within the Sudanese 0pposi-
tion. wamed against undercutting these efforts by conciliarory
statements issued by the head of the NDA, Sadig Al-Mahdi.
“Untl this issue of undercutting our efforts is resolved, no at-
tempi 1o tackle the underlying pol tical problems will be sac-

ful, )
wisl-Mahdi. a former prime minister, counters that the opposi-

L — —m—

tion’s concerns should be calmly. but strongly, expressed. Last
week. there was a backlash against Al-Mahdji because of con-
ciliatory statements towards the Islamist regime he made at a
public gathering in Calro of NDA leaders and their supparters,
suggesting that it was time to make amends with the regime.
Al-Mzhdi suggested that Egypt might be 2 good mediator be-
tween the NDA and the government. However, his cousin and
second-in-command of the Umma Party, Mubarak Al-Fadel
Al-Mabdi, issved statements indicating that he wng against
reconciliation with the regime.

“In my opinion, the NIF is not liks the military dictatorships
ofhnqmshcmﬂal Abbud c:lrdl'.‘-aa.far Numein. They are ngl. rmdyhato
relinqui wer and do ot want to compromise. So we have
litdle roomptg manceuvre in. We must fight them til the bitter
end,” Mubarak Al-Mahdi told the Weekly.

In Khartourn a [etter signed by Abel Alair, former Sudanese
vice president and leading southern Sudanese political Sgure,
Ghazi Soleiman. chairman of the Natonal AHiance for the
Restoration of Democracy, and Ade] Mahmoud Hag Salch, a
former minister of justice, called for the independence of the
judiciary and the speeding up of the re-election of the gov-
emniag body of the council of the Bar Association. It was pre-

to President Al-Bashir.

“Women who participated in the peaceful demonstration

prowsung agaipst the forcible conscription of their sons in -

military operations in the war zones of castern and soathern
Sudan.andnds;t:dculsﬁoﬁnginlhcstmﬁsmsignsrhanhere-
ime is u intense re from ordi Sudanese peo-
ff:,’sm Eissa loid mcmy. il :
"Inlilelgas!.sewa] régimes have been forced out becanse
of intensified public unrest and civil strife. [Former President
Gaafar] Numeiri's govemnment was brought down because of
similar demonsirations. We, the progressive forces in Sudan,
believe that this time we should not give the NIF regime a
chance 1o ¢ig votes at electons of wade union members and

professional associations. We cannot extend the olive branch:

to soch an ive regime, They must step down ub-
conditionally.™ Abu Eissa said. - ;
The Sudanese Lawyers Union, the Association of Sudanese

Academics, the Sudanese Medical Practitioners Union, the Sp- -

danese Soumalists Unjon and the Sudanese Nariona! Trade

Union organisation jointly issued a strongly-worded statement
in which they accused the “fascist regime™ of the NIF of chal-
lenging the will of the Sudanese peopie and Sudanese trade
mions and professional associations by rigging election re-
sults of the lawyers union last month when government fa-
vourite NIF-member Fathi Khalil won the leadership of the
predominantly leftist isation,

The Cairo-based Arab Organisation for Human Rights
(AOHR) was among 4 number of regional and intemnational
buman rights organisations that condemned the systematic tor-
ture and intimidation of lawyers by the Sodanese authorities
and the rigging of the Sudanese Lawyers’ Union elections.

As Sudan’s disaffected women vent their anger and leading

political figures protest, the NIF-dominated regime in Khar- .

toum finds itself on the line. There is, however, stll a strong

possibility that the NIF will hang on regardless, NIF leader .

Hassan El-Turabi has made a habit of outmanoeuyerin z

ﬂﬁ 1~%tgmr l_adir:fmopgsi!ion figures in the NDA wg
) egime Ve Up power 50 easily. Unless

Turabi, who Is also speaker the parliamgent, goes of his gwn

free will. only two forces can push him our, i il
defeat at the hands of the m?n“bined fm%eia&%
whxch_effecﬁvdymmnsﬂieSPLA.sinceithasmelarysc,
most disciplined and best army of the NDA parties. The sec-
ondwouldheagroundwellofpopularpmssmfmmthe
s_mgctstha:wﬂlovnﬁrowtheregimeinapopularupﬁsingor

Edited by Khaled Dawoud

- ‘solving the border dispate
_ nal agreement.

' for Political and Strategic

- sabject also of unconfirmed reports

mqmmiwreﬁﬂnsufﬁ i territ ,l id S
: ﬂlesomal_un.and security problems which might m‘“’)’ inthis =

"~ that the other is establishing new focal points i one or-oth- .

~-1994 and on 17 November 1997, suggests the complexities-
" of the security dimension of the border dispute. There ave - -

without end

been dwindiing for progress :.;

Hopes have

towards a settiement of the Yemeni-Satdi - " -

desert border. Hassan Al:m Taleb re- .
views the reasons behind the stale

Afier bilateral negotiations which have lasied fow. aknost .
nwoyeals.thmisstiﬂnoh_zd:m:!an ment.
berweer Yemen and Saudi Atabu. amm
border dispute. The situation Is further
ficial blackout on proposals m_lv_amdby
casion by the Yemeni president. Ali g ¢h, |
dicam:ha:onlynfewsxmp!epmnsqfdx gmrmm
Headdedthatadirectpasonalmeeungmp:&uﬁ_ Ae
bia's King Fahd would beabl:ﬁr?wolvemcn'dwpme._ g
¥ not take long to sextie the matter. LSl
th%lt:SS.;::‘III'dposiﬁon.ongthcodicrban_d.:slessopnnnﬂlc.. -
Sandi Interior Minister Prince Nayef Bin Abdel-Aziz su.:
mcmﬂy:hauheSandismcehasnotchanged.andm‘
en:imlyon?reeidemSalehanddem_gqlw_-._;

emment . i «
Leaving optimism and pessimism aside for a moment, I ..
isclmthgm:hetwocounn-isdonotmwlhesgn]meqlgf N
ﬂ:ch-borderdisputeinaqy:hinglikc:hqsame_hgmm:_s. ST
due to the fact that the object of the dispute itself has mog . S
been accurately delineated. In other words, the two paroes. .-

havcnotagmedupbnﬂ:escopeofmﬂrqispme.ﬁtsa_mﬂ._ R
each side has presented its own, totally different solutton..

V-

-

This situation has come about despite the memorandosy

understanding signed by the two pomies in Febramy ~ - * .
?fws.Thmmdmmn:ained definjte principles ac- - - -

cording over the remaiming ] SR
the border which were not included in the Taif Agreemest .. - .~

signed in 1934 could be settied. L. .
The Sandi-Yemeni border starts from a point In the- Al-
Kharakhjr area northwest of Sanaa, and smretches throogh
the desart of the Al-Rub Al-Khali, as far as the pmctiog -
with the Omani- Yemeni border. In addition, the question of - - - :
d:ema&ﬁmchordersalongthekedSncoasthasmllml‘_!__...

A joint committee was formed for the defincation and d&- - . *".
marcation of the border, according to the TFaif Treaty, while.. " ". .
ancther ministerial commiittee was put in charge of the de~ . . .~
two countries.
In-betweenﬂ:esign%mreofdleoﬁmomdmnofmdu- o
standing and the end of 1997, periodic meetings were K
larlyheldinﬂmtwoapilals.butmeybmhuieﬁmt% STk
deadlock in the committees’ work could be blamed o the -
leaders of the two countries. They preferred 10 wosk ™
through a direct They submitied proposals and - -
outlines for political settlements which ignored the two.ba- -+ -
sic principles of historic and Jegal rights which should be :
the basis for any viable settlement of border demarcatim -

The Yemeni government waived those two pnncnpls.m
favour of the slogan of reaching a “brotherly™ solution

Yemenis sought was to be comprehensive, and to combine -

the demarcation of afl borderlines with the definition of a
framework for relations between the two countries. That - -
framework was to include the promise- of substantal ec---" -

onomic and financial support from the Saudi side to help

Yemen ont of its economiic crisis. - L N
Over and above the work of the joint conmitiess, the twy™ -
countries also directly submitted to each other :
concerning the demarcation of that part of the bordertine :--" .
that was pot included in the Taif Agreement. Despite the . |
"scarcity of available details about these proposals, itisobw- 7. ..

very different, ard that this has made it difficult to reach s - = =~ .
compromise that would be accepiable to both. This dif- '~ .
ficalty may be supposed 1o lie in the three following inter- - .-

. related factors.
g the two countrics to the south of

‘First: the zone separatin s
the desert of Al-Rub Al-Khali remains nndefined, and is the = = =%
_ that it comains spb- . .-
stantial oil reserves. Hence, each side considers that giving - - - - .-
up 2 portion of that region to the other side means re- - -, <
finquishing large potental economic gains. This explains -~~~ -0 7.
why the border preferred by each side is intended to reflect . ~ -
its sovereignty aver the largest possible area of that regios, ~
_ Second: the whole of the border zone, whether included . -
in the Taif Agreement or not, is traversed by strong social-
and wibal bonds between groups who officially hold Saidi’
qauonahtyandothersholdingl’naﬁmuﬁty.lnaddi-i-
ton, there are areas whose inhabitaots hold both ma- =~ °. .-
tionalities, while the inhabitants of other areas have mo - ... .

assigning to either one of the two countries absolme sov- .

Third: there is an absence of mutnal trust. This can be
seen quite clearly in'the frequent statements hmbot?nﬂdies

.mwmﬁm.ﬂéﬁwm . o
) = O trost, together with the
border s that actually took place in December -

Saudiﬁngdom-ﬂence,an ll--‘l m’ﬂ AR .-
gbemgl;lmﬁedhlyaclzuiydaﬁneds;:;:nggenﬁq
au‘ossoommonbo;der:.ver . of and pex .

Those:hreefactdtsmnotbecﬁswssedsepamtcijlﬂoﬁ L

. "the political situation in Yerven. Since the civil war tharbe- . - . --

a0 In the sumuner of 1994 between the oG R
maa and the Yemeni Socielist Party led by Ali _!IISE?:_ SRS
B I the south, Y"mmbeena.viéﬁmofinwgalqi._ I
ses and instability. Yemeni opposition “perties have com- | | oo

trued to be active in the south, and some of their leaders *- @
- live In Saudj i i e Forg .
of the Y, mmmasdonouhmthcvm

ternal opposition from parties within Yemen
issue of terminating the border disputs. ﬁ"vﬂi‘i’m
seetheitn:sgougﬁongma:bave.been conducted by the gov-
; ; t - - al.d - '
p@mﬁon@uka%%mﬁuméom"- R
lsmf;nqtmgkmgmajormunassims.Yet,paradoﬁquy.-ﬂn* R
DPROSILON 1S one of the major obstacles to the government -, - <
In its attempt to ensure that any concessions over Iand will ... . ...
be balanced by economic benefirs. - cal T
For the Saudj government, Yemeo's failure 1o achieve 2., . ]
comprehensive reconciliation between the warfing factions - _ - - -
- within its own counnry is ;ch:h;l;dgh[e_ obstacle to re=. .
once ; all: It T
short, however, of making this a;foma.l__condiﬁo'ﬁxf-mf fi-

Considering all of these factors €, it Seerns, juiiikely
that the thomy problem of the Ymmmmwmbm% P
beresolvedmthenear—oreven:hefommhle—fnm

The writer is an Arab affairs expert a1 the Al Al oo -
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for Boys in Ramallah, West Bank. In 1976 Father
Rantisi was elected as Ramaliah's deputy mayor
and he Is now the director of the arphanage of the
Evangelical Home for Boys. ‘Death March™faced a
sfrong wave of criicisin, orchestrated by the Zionist
lobbies, on its first publication in the United Siates
in 1991, His publishers eventually bowed io
pressure and dscided not-to reprint the book The
rights have now reveried io the author. The
Tolfowing exiracts are published here courlesy of

I canpot forget three horror-filled days in July of
1948, The pain sears my memory, and 1 cannot rid
myself of it no matter how hard I try.

First, Istaeli soldiers forced thousends of Pal-
estinians from their homes near the Mediterranean
coast, even though some families had lived in the
same honses for centaries. (My family bad been in
the town of Lydda ic Palestine at least 1,600 years).
Then, without water, we stumbled inte the hills and
continued for three deadly days. The Jéwish soldiers
followed, occasionally shoofing over our beads to
scare us and keep os moving. .

Terror filled my eleven-year-old mind as I wondered
what woald happen. I remembered overhearing my fa-

" sacres by Jewish terrorists. Would they kill us, too?

Jedidnotk-wwwﬁgtnwdo,uoeptl ordes
stumble bijedly up the rocky hiljs. ] walked hand in
: k: srmxt!t:.whp-g@dmmﬂz:p;...
ons — a small tin of sugar-and some
The borror begsn when Zionist soldiers deceived us
into leaving onr homes, then would not let us go
back, driving us though a small gate just outside Lyd-
da. ] remember the scene well: thousands of fright-
ened people being herded like cattie through the nar-

' row opening by armed soldiers firing overhead,

. o s i e by
a caying .

crowd. Suddenly, in the jostling of the- throngs, the
cﬁld_ﬂmm:adiﬂekedagonyas;hem’s

_ meml-gneoed wheel ran over her baby's neck. That in-

fant’s death was the most awful sight I had ever seen.

. Outside the gare the soldiers stopped us and or-

dered everyone 10 throw all valuables onto a blan-
ket. One young man and his wife of six weeks,
friends of our family, stood near me. He refused to
give up his money. Almost casually, the soidier
pulled ap his rifle and shot the man. He feli, bleed-
ing and dying while his bride screamed and cried. 1
felt napseated and sick, my whole body numbed by
shock waves. That night [ cried, too. as ] tried to
sleep alongside thousands on the ground. Would 1
ever sec my home again? Would the soldiers kill my
loved ones, too? )

Early the next moming we heard more shots and
sprang up. A bullet just missed me and kifled a donkey
pearby. Everybody. started nmning a8 in a stampede. [

was  terror-sipicken
when I fost sight of
my family. and I fran-
tically searched all
day as the crowd

people,  desperately
. searching and cailing.

Suddenly in the dark-
ness I heard my fa-
. ther's voice. I shouted
- o to him. What joy
was in me! I had
- thought I would never
see him again. As he
and my mother held
me close. I knew I could face whatever was pecessary.

The next day brooght more dreadful experiences.
Siill branded on my memory is a small child beside
the road, sucking the breast of its dead mother. Along
the way 1 saw many stagger and fall. Others lay dead
or dying in the scorching midsummer heat. Scores of
pregnant women miscarried, and their babies died
aloag the wayside, :

The wife of my father’s cousin became very thirsty.
After a long while she said she could not continue.
Soon she slumped down and was depd. Since we
could not carry her, we wrapped her in cloth, and after
praying, just left ber beside a tree. I don't know what
happened 1o ber body.

We eventually found 2 well, but had no way 1o get wa-
ter. Some of the men tied a rope around my father’s cou-
sin and Jowered him down, then pulled him out, and
gave ps water from his clothing. The few
drops heiped, but thirst still tormented me as I marched
along in the shadeless, one-mdred plus degree heat,

We trudged nearly twenty miles up rocky hills, then
down into deep valleys, then up again, gracually high-
er and higher. Finally we foand 2 main road, where

some Arabs met us. They took some of us in trucks 10

Ramallah, ten miles north of Jerusalem. I lived in 2
refugee teut camp for the next three and one-half
years. We later leamed that two Jewish families had
taken over our family horne in Lydda.

Those wretched days and nights in mid-July of 1948

.aon:inueas a lifelong nightmare because Zionists took

away onr home of many ceatuzies. For me and a mil-
Lion other Palestinian Arabs, tragedy had marred our

ghout his life my father remembered and suf-
fered. For thirty-cne ‘years before is death in 1979, he
kept the large metal key to our kouse in Lydda.

After more than four decades I still bear the emo-

tional scars of the Zionist invasion. Yet, as an adult, I
see what J did not folly understand then: that the Jews
are also human beings, themselves driven by fear, vic-
tims of history’s worst ootrages, rabidly, sometimes
almost mindlessly searching for security. Lamentably,
they have victimised my people.

Foor "yeats after-our flight from Lydda I dedicated
my life to the service of Jesus Christ. Like me and my
fellow refifpees, Jesus had lived in adverse circum-
stances, often with only a stone for a pillow. As with
his fellow Jews two years ago and the Pal-
estinians today, an outside power controlled his
homeland — my homeland. They tortared and
killed him in Jerusalem, only ten miles from
Ramallah, my new home. He was the vie-
tim of terrible indignities. Nevertheless,
Jesus prayed on behalf of those who en-
gineered 'his death, “Father, forgive
them...”

Can ! do less?

THT
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'Arabs, Muslims

‘and the

genocide

It is jmportant that we. as
Arabs — both Muslims and
ist — examiune our
position towards the Nazi
ide of the Jews. As |
uslims gad Christians, onr
stance is inconmovertbly
clear. Qur religions (Islam,
Christianity and Judaism)
all contain stong pro-
hibitions against murder.
The Qur'an says, “for who-
soever killeth a human be-
ing for other than man- §
slavghter or sewing
corruption on earth, it shail
be as if he had kifled all
mankind.” (The  Table
Spread: 33)

The West has anempted
to taint Arab history with the Nazi crime as 2 way of justifying im-
planting the Zionist settler state m the cenwre of the Arab World. in
order to compensate the Jews for the injustices they suffered with-
in the westem cultural formation and the geographical boundaries
of Europe. Zicnist propaganda, with Western collaboradon, em-
ploys cenain fundamental techniques to accomplish this.

Firstly, Zionist portruys Amb resistance {o the Zion-
ist invasion of Palestine as a form of direct or indirect support for
Nazi genoride, on the grounds that the resistance sometimes bam-
pered the entrance of Jewish immigrants into Palestine. This argu-
ment is entirely baseless. The Arab resistance was not directed
against immigrants in need of refuge; it was directed against set-
tlers who had come to nsurp the land and expel its native in-
habilants. Many settlers came under Western flags and received
the support of the British mandate government (as well as support
from the Nazis themselves, a point to which we will returs below)
at a Eme when many countries of the West had closed their doors
10 Jewish refugees. However the Zionists acted towands the orig-
inal inhabitants {(with ynreserved Western soppon), the right to re-
sist them was and remains a legitimate human right, indeed a duty
incumbent upon every human being who reveres bumanity. Men
and women's fight against oppression will always be an indication
of their dignity. thefr greatness and their hunanity.

Zionist propaganda 15 also quick o depict several Arab leaders
as Nazi sympathisers. This is another myth. Most Arab govern-
ments during the war sided with the Allied powers {since in any
case the Arab world fell within their colonial sphere). Moreover,
Nazi racist theory put the Arabs and Muslims on a par with the
Jews. Therefore, any patative alliance their might bave been
would have been as pragmatic and temporary as that between Hit-
ler and Stalin. Any sympathy for the Nazis on the part of certain
Arab leaders and of certain segments of the Arab public was not
motivaled by hidtred for the Jews nor by any love for the Nazis, but
by bostility towards British colonial mle and Zionist colonisation.
In a3 events, it was a najve sympathy, ugpinformed, lacking ad-
equate knowledge of the nature of the Nazi project, its groending
in Western imperial culture and the extent of Iis racist contempt

for Muslims and Arabs. In no way was such sympathv as existed
transizted into active participation in the Nazi crime. which re-
mained throughout a properly and exclusively Western

: phenomenon.

These Western and Zionist aspersions do
not alter the geographical, historic, moral,
religious and bumanitarian facts. Nazt gen-
ocide was never a part of Arab or Muslim
history. The Arabs and Muoslims did nol
taint their hands with the blood of the Na-
Zis' victims, whether Jews, Slavs or Gyp-

* sies. Raiber, these atiempis 1o distort the
Arab and Muslim image oitimately dem-
onstrate the extent (0 which the West is
consistent with Itself. In doing penance for
the crime of genocide

d committed in Germany.
it is perpeluating a no
Y less atrocious crime
) against the Amb

World.

Whenever the Mus-

'

| of the Jews

In this extract from his recent book,
Abdel-Wahab Elmessiri reflects
- on the many mutations of
anti-semitism in the Western
mindset, and interrogates one of the
strangest transformations in the
history of the 20th century — how,
as death approached, the Jews in
- the Nazi camps became “Muslims”

Nazi'

of dispossession

lims and Arsbs did come into direct
contact with the fact of Nazi genocide,
their actions were above reproach. The
Muslims in Bulgaria, for exampie, were
very active in protecting Jewish groups
from persecution, and King Hussein V
ewi jects to Vichy govern-
ment in France. y

In the course of my research for the
Encyclopedia of Jews, Judaism and Zi-
onism, § was surprised to find how fre-
quently the word Myselmann (Muslim)
appeared in the Auschwilz concentra-
don camp lists. According to one
spurce, the victims who were led off to
the gas chambers were called “aliens™
and according to other sources. Mu-
selmanner. In the Encyclopedia Juda-
ica. I came across the following entry:

“Muselmann (Muslim in German)} was a commonly used term in
the concentration camps, used 1o refer to the prisoners who were
on the brink of death, that is 10 say those who began 1o show the fi-
nal symploms of starvation, disease, mental apathy and physical
weakness. The 1erm was primarily osed in Auschwitz, but was also
used in other camps.”

We see here an epitome of one central dimension of the Western
mentality. Whenever it destroys its victims It perceives them as
“piher.” and the cther, since the time of the Crusades, has always
been the Muslim. In the Middle Ages. moreover, Muslims and
Jews were closely linked in the Western mind. One can find. for
instance, many paintings which porray the Prophet flogging
Christ

The Nazi experience is an authentic product of this Western
mindset. The Nazis were the standard bearers of this vision. They
epitomisad the Western confrontation with the orfental civilisation
closest to Europe: the Islamic civilisation. They never forgot this
burden, even when anpihilating millions of inhabitants of Europe.
The connotation of the terma Muselmann was simply extended 1o
include the “other™ in general, whether Slavs, Jews or Gypsies {as
has occurred in a similar maaner with the word “Arab™ in Zionist
discourse). The writer of the preceding entry in the Encyclopedia
Judaica attempted to explain bow this term came into corrency in
the camps. The Nazis™ victims. he said, would crouch cross-legged
in the “oriental” manner and the expression on their faces would
be woaoden. as lifeless as a mask One notes that the writer, in his
definition, made no anempt to avoid the customary Western stereo-
type of Muslims. He simply substituted the word “oriental” for
Muselmann.

The term Muselmann as applied to the victims of the Nazi gas
chambers brings to the fore two issues, the first practical, the sec-
ond a question of historical understanding. With regard to the
first issue. varions news agencies in the Arab/Muslim world
should disseminate this pjece of information, in order to drive
home how the West perceives us. Knowing this can also help us
explain why the West felt a compulsion to “compensate”™ for the
crime of Auschwitz with the crimes of Deir Yasin, Kafr Qassem

and other Palestinian villages. It is important 10 stress that this
knowledge of the history of the term Muselmann, as it has been
used 10 signify the “other” in Nazi Germany and in Palestine.
This issue also simultaneously gives rise Lo another question,
concerning the dissemination of information. Information is a
powerful tool that can be used to serve the imeresis of a par-
ticular party. Why, one wonders, has the nse of the term Mu-
selmann in the Nazi concentration camps received such little at-
tention in the press?

Turning to the question of historical understanding. this is a do-
main in which we are clearly at the .of the West. We do not
read Western history from our perspective, but rather from their
perspective, jusi as it is fed to us. That is our faolt, not the fault of
the West. The history books and references are there for all of us
to consult. It is up to us to examine these sources and reinterpret
the facts, in the light of careful scrutiny of the subtext of their con-
tents and in the light also of newly discovered information, or in-
formation that has not previously been accorded the cenality it
deserves.

(From: Zionism, Nazism and the End of History (in Arabic), Ab-
del-Wahab Eimessiri, Dar Al-Sharouk, Cairo, 1997).
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aribbean island

The Pope’s fivk day trip to Cuba was a reminder that America could not quite isclate the C

Letter
from
Havana

Assata Shakut, America’s
most wanted woman who is
now exiled in Cuba, sends an
open letter to the Pope on the
occasion of his visit to the Car-

ibbean island :
EEEEseesgtenishiiotib S t—
Your Holiness, I hope this letter finds you
in good health, in good dispesition and en-
veloped in the spirit of geodmess. I must
confess that it had never ocetrred 1o me be-
fore to write to you and I fidd myself over-
whelmed and moved to hwve this op-
portunity. Although circuissidnees have
compelled me 1o reach ot 10 you, I am
glad to have this occasion to ¥y and cross
the boundaries that would otherwise tend to
separale us.

I undersiand that the New lersey State
Police have written to you and asked you to
intervene and to help facilitate my extradi-
tion back to the United States. I believe that
their request is unprecedented in history.
Since they have refused to miake their letter
to you public, although they have not hes-
itated to publicize their request, I am com-
pletely uninformed as te tie aecusations
they are making against me. Why, [ won-
der, do I warrant such atention? What do X
represent, that is such a threar?

Please let me take 2 moment to tell you
about myself. My name s Assate Shakur
and I was bom and raised e the United
States. I am a descendant of Africans who
were kidnapped and brought to the Amer-
icas as slaves. I spent my early childhood in
the racist segregared South. 1 later moved
to the northern part of the country where I
realized that Black people were equally vic-
timized by racism and iom.

I grew up and became 3 political activist,
participating in students’ striggles, the
anti-war movement, and, mést of all, in the
movement for the libevation of African
Americans in the US. I later joined the
Black Panther Party, an ization that
was targeted by CO 0. a program
that was set up by the Federa] Burezu of In-
vestigation (FBI) to elimieate all political
Jpposition to the US 's pol-
icies, to destroy the Black Liberation
Movement in the US to discredit activists
and to eliminate potential loasders. Under
the COINTELPRO program, siahy political
activists were harassed, impt
dered or otherwise neutralized. As a result
of being targeted by COINTELPRO, L, like
many other young people, wis faced with
I:l:le‘gumt of prison, undergrdund, exile or
death. .

At this point, I think that it i isypertant to
make one thing very cleas. [ bave advocat-
ed and I still advocate revohstionary chang-
es in the structure and in the principles that
govern the US. I advocate ae eed to capital-
ist exploitation, the abolition of racist pol-
icies. the eradication of séxisin and the
elimination of political repressiaa. If that is
a crime. then I am totally guiley.

To make a long story short, [ was cap-
tured in New Jersey in 1973, after being
shot with both arms held yp ih the air, and
then shot again from the back. I was left on
the ground o die and when I did naot, 1 was
taken o a local hospital where I was threat-
ened, beaten and tortred, In 1977 1 was
convicted in a wial that can enly be de-
scribed as a legal lynching. .

In 1979 1 was able to escape with the aid
of some of my fellow comrades. I saw this
as a necessary step. not only because I was
innocent of the againit me, but be-

in the United States I woald réceive no jus-
tice. [ was also afaid that ¥ would be mur-
dered in prison. I later srtived in Cuba
where I am currently living in exile as a po-
litical refugee. Let me ¢ ize that j

tice for me is not the issue | mm here; it i
justice for my people that is ol siake. When

my people receive justice, T am sure that 1
will receive it. too. I know that your ho-
liness will reach your own cooclusions. but
I feel compeiled to present the circom-
stances surronnding the application of “jus-
tice™ in New Jersey. I am not the first nor
the last persen to be victimized by the New
Jersey system of “justice™. The New Jersey
Suate Police are infamous for their racism
and bratality. Many legal actions bave been
filed against them and just recenily, in a
class action legal proceeding the New Jer-
scy State Police were found guilty of hav-
ing an “officially sanctioned. de-facto pol-
icy of targeting minorides for investigation
and arrest.”

Although New Jersey’s population is
more than 78 percent white, more than 75
percent of the prison population is made up
of Blacks and Latinos. Eighty percemt of
women in New Jersey prisons are women
of color. There are 15 people on death row
in the state and seven of them are Black. A
1987 smdy found that New Jersey pros-
ecutors sought the death ty in 50 per-
cent of cases imvolving a Black defendant
and a white victim, but in only 28 percent
of cases involving a Black defendant and a
Black victim.

Unfornmarely. the sitation in New Jer-
sey is not unique, but reflects the racism
that the entire country. The Unit-
ed States has the highest rate of in-
carceration in the world. There are more
than 1.7 million people in US prisons. This
aumber does not include the more than
500,000 people in city and county jails. nor
does it include the alarming number of chil-
dren in juvenile institutions. The vast ma-
jority of those bekind bars are people of
color and virrually all of those behipd bars
are poor. The result of this reality is dev-
astating, One third of Black men between
the ages of 20 and 29 are either in prison or
nnder the jurisdiction of the criminal justice
system,

Prisons are big business in the United
States and the building, running and sup-
plying of prisons has become the fastest
growing indusiry in the county. Faciories
are being moved into the prisons and pris-
‘oners are being forced to work for slave
wages. This super-exploitation of buman
beings has meant the institntionalization of
a new form of slavery. Those who cannot
find work on the streets are forced to work
in prison. Not only are prisons being used
as instruments of economic exploitation.
they also serve as instruments of political

repression. .

There are more than 100 political pris-
oners in the US. They are African Amer-
icans, Puerto Ricans, Chicanos, Native
Americans, Asians and pro ive white
people who oppase the palicies of the Unit-
ed Stares govemmenr Many of those tar-
geted by the COINTELPRO program bave
been in prison since the early 1970s. Al-

the situation in the prisons is 2n in-
dication of -human rights violations inside

The Pope and Cuban President Fidel Castro exchange niceties in Havana (ohato: Reutsrs)

the US, there are other, more deadly in-
dicators. There are currently 3,365 people
now on death row and more than 50 percent
of those awaiting death are le of color.

Black people make up only 13 percent of
the population, but we make up 41.01 per-
cent of who have received the
death penalty. The number of state as-
sassinations has i drasticaily. In
1997 alone 71 people were execued

A special reporter assigned by the United
Nations Organization found serions bum:m
rights violafions in the US, especially those
related to the death penaity. According to
these findings, people who were mentally
ill wese sentenced to death, people with se-
vere mental and leaming disabilities, as
well as minors under age 18.

Serious racial bias was found on the part
of judges and prosecutors. Specifically
mentioned i the report was the case of Mu-
mia Abop-Jamal, the enly political prisoaer
on death row, who was sentenced to death
b:canse;fkhispolilimlbeliefsandmll:se
of his work as a journalist, exposing police
brutality in the city of Philadelphia. Police
brutality is a daily occurrence in onr com-
muniges. The police have a virtval Lcense
to kill and they do kill children, grandmoth-
ers, anyone they perceive to be the enemy.
They shoot first and ask questions Iater. In-
side the jails and prisons there is at least as
much brutality as there was on slave planta-
tions. An ever-increasing number of pris-
oners are fonnd hanging in their cells.

The United States is becoming more 2
land more hostile to Black people and other
people of color. Racism is rinning rampant
and xenophobia is on the rise. This has
been especially mue in the sphere of do-
mestic policy. Politicians are ing to
blame social problems on Black people and
other peaple of color. There have been at-
tacks on essentially all affirmative action
programs designed to help comect the ac-
comuiated results of hondred of years of
slavery and discrimination. In addition, the
government seems determined to eliminate
all social programs that provide assistance
to the poor, resulting in a situation where
miHions of people do not have access to ba-
sic health care. decent housing or guality
education.

It was with great happiness that I read the
Christmas message that your holiness de-
fivered. I applaud you for taking up the
cause of the poor, the homeless, the m-
employed. The fact that you are addressing
the isspes of today, unemployment, home-
lessness, child abuse and the drug problem,
is5 1 t to le all over the world.
One third of B people in the United
States live in poverty and our communities
are inundated with drogs. We have every
reason o believe that the CIA and cther
government agencics are involved in dmg
trafficking. Although we live in one of the
richest, most technically-advanced coun-
tries in the world, our reality is similar to an
mndeveloped, Third World country. We are

apwpléwhomn'u!yseekingﬁ'bedomand_
harmon:

Y-

All my life [ have been a spiritoal person.
I first learned of the struggle and the sac-
rifice of Jesus in the segregated churches of
the Souih. I converted to Catholicism as.a
young girl. In my adult life I have become
a swdent of religion and bhave swdied
Chaistianity, Islam, Asian religions and the
African religions of my ancestors. I kave
come to believe that God is universal iz na-
ture, although called different pames and
with different faces. T believe that some

people spell God with one ‘0" while others

spell it with two. What we call God is un-

important, as long as we do God’s work.
There are those who. want to see God's

wrath fall on the oppressed and not on the

on this earth deserve justice; social
justice, political justice and econemic jus-
tice. I believe it is the only way that we will
ever achieve peace and prosperity on earth.
1 hope that you enjoy your visit to Coba
This is not a country that is rich n material
wealth, bot it is a commtry that is rich in ho-
man wealth, spiritual wealth and moral
Respectfully yours,
Assata Shakur
Havana, Cuba

The writer, convicted and imprisoned in
1977, escaped from jail in 1979 and fled
the US 1o Cuba. She describes herself as a
writer-activist. .
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-which one of them is gefting & grip

" A Rorizan Cathalic, ke might well be, but is

.Burton Law, ‘as the Amezican
i October

Catholic?

c Jent Fidel Castro Teceived Pope
Cuban President hands, but

on things, -

John Paul Il in Havana. They shook

asks Gamal Nkrumah

o e P Do
the 77-year-old pontiff have a lic ra of in ? Or are

intnsé?mwf;?focusedmhis&ﬂwhc ock? The § visfL 1o
Cuba last week at the invitation of Cuban President

e sher i Pepe visited
leﬂ:lst.qm= ﬁmmmw i andpql,::elr leader Damiel Oriega, theSandams'ﬂSwd- L
Wuetmtofoﬁl:'.c:cancla"bcmrﬁdanot:_ﬂn:y_"'mstltiig_mﬁallld
Jeftist jdeas sweeping through ] _nAmq.na.mme_ m
1980s. Jobn Panl II up his-diplomatic crusade agau m!\'ic-
priests who espoused 1 ! theobogy.Du:iqgh:_swmholq_

aragea the Pontiff publicly reprimanded a Catholic priest W o joined
the Sandanista Wis iz not Marx whe said, “religion is
the opinm of the masses™ . .

Cgl!:aqgmdsatthemoadsofsevenluaﬁmnsaﬂmﬂedm_m
one.RomanCad:oﬁcismisjustoneofmm_y.Tl_leremoveram'!-
lion- Protestants in Cuba. Roman Casholicism is pot even Coba’s
main religion. The Caribbean istand’s real religion is the Orisha ma-
diﬁon—anAﬁimnreligionbmnghthqbabﬂheWmAﬁ:nan

e o ion 70 pes oot of Cabans practios the Orisha e
Today, an estimated 70 per cent w'{h‘bﬂl b

ligion, which. is sometimes referved to as Sar g .
godsmmmhippedindxeglﬁseof_ﬂnmmz_r@mq.mls_habn-
baiaos. or spiritnal healers, far outshine Cathalic priests, I per-
forming miracilons cures and hold sway among. the . The ba-
balaos’ standing in roral communities and poorer urban areas has
increased in tindem with the tightening of the American cmbargo
and the weakening of the once exemplary health service system.
o e b i o T o
Pontiff's reception typifies Cuba’s new pragmatism. ;

raised the status of Orisha to an official religion, and babalaos® are
now sent officially for training in Africa and Brazil Across the
Onni, st s el peeaily vecaiet of presure o 2

ritnals: was

ever-i ing rumber of immi S Cubans Haitians in Flor-
ida and other US states. The 1s between Ciiba and the US end
there.
The pontiff's visit to the last bastion of Marxist-Leninism comes
at a time when Cuba stands at a crossroads. It is opeaing up to West-
em Eovope and Latin America, but it is being hampered in its efforts
by the Unsted States. Castro has ically tumed a blind eye 10
the adoption of certain capitalist ways in Cuba, but the Caribbean is-
land nation’s efforts to institute economic reform are being curtailed
by America’s economic embargo on Cuba. His historic visit to Chi-
pa in November 1996, was partly regarded as am. opportunity for
Cuba to leam first hand from China's expericnce with “market so-

To his credit, the Pope publicly condemned the US economic em-
bargo imposed on Cuba which prohibits American companies and
thear Third Wiarld subsidiaries from trading with Cuba. The Helms-
18 called, was further in-

tensified-in 1992, when the so-cafled “Cuban -

-. Act”, also koown as the Toricelli- Law,-prolibited foreign cariess

Walerways. .oy e .
A ¢ 1o the US, but it can gdraw on the ex-
pericuce of other coantries that had command ecopomies, like Rus-
sia and China Castro cannot serionsly be expected to be both Tenin
and Gorbachev and every Soviet leader in betwzem, Receiving the
Pope at the Palace of the Revolwtion, Castro signalled his will-
ingness to open up his island nation to different ideas. The two lead-

ers were at’ over the relevance of Marxism-Leninism.
But.theyhafrggyhmsmﬂuwews on social issues. They, also held differ-
et views on individual dghts'in Cnba. The Fope singled out the

ofﬁeedomofexpmssion“,asCuba:smain ing. Cas-
tro_gracefully endored harsh papal criticism and even deliberately
employed biblical langusge in his | with the Pope, de-
scribing Cuba as a David fighting the Ametican .Goliath. Castro
Pmmdwal sed to study the Pope's appeal for the rélease of alleged polit-

prisoners. ]
The Pope was at his best — an old:-fashioped leader searching for

ing for Caba to cross US

Casro met the Pope in a conservative suit rather tian bis trade-
mark military Tatigues. Pope John Paul IT spoke at the historic Rev-
olution Square, an estimated half a miflion i
open air mass. The crowd in

ioas bouts of applause.

against the evils of capitalism and America’s Coban
mmmﬂyma_phﬁwmmpmﬁﬁmmﬁwqmm-
Bow to trenslate intensions into specifics, particularly when the
PUpes
To his credit, the Pope hinted that he cannot blatze a si p
competence of Commumists for the Canibbean islinds ooty
wocs. The Pope said tha: Cuba must end its international isolation.
But Cuba is actually the least isolated of all the so-called “rogue
_Slalﬂs mAmmcasblack-list.ThePopedidmsmu: itaj
ism and neo-liberalism™ tends to “enrich a few nations to the detri-

g4 Isthe Pope

! Castro -

on the invitation of the

iatives may be unacceptable to the Cuban government. -
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; ing US busmess in Egypt :

. ¢ P

! 'Ibe Egm-us mdmts CO‘IIDHL a]] Rl A et e g L trm .. .o S T LI R - cron IeS

. Monday :)xecuum ﬁommﬂdcs’ Tast veloping new bosiness opporamnitics between the

' Sponsor a move to .

M s s e e i, o e s v, | COllar US aid
ot _: . Muppom:uhe ; mw-hﬁﬁ :rfl agricolture and

"~ +3n : Gamal Mobarak, spokesmanforﬂmnypum re| technology, particularly I newly-

. ) : nd&ml t the = reclaimed lands and in the field of information i id 1
ang oy ; the move includes 2 meehngmmfmCano,ms ::f technology, telecommunjcations, clectronics, bi- Am.o nih of fasting did little to temper
8~ e : toral meetings and com company-to-company meet- oicchnology and sofiware development, said Ty- par!lal_nemarv debate over the use
93, '. mgsmmbhshhn!mwm:ndnmﬂandmng' man. and disbursement of US aid grants,
i partners, “The US has a sericns shortage of software en- reports Gamal ELDi
— ; e bope 1o on the positive changes - gineers. We look to other countries and have al- po mal Essam El-Din
i and progress in the e ready started up sofiware factories,” he said.

i ¥ Mubarak said. gptian econom Kot o oriovs, place. 1o develop these | . rion US aid in t and te
T, ' ©i b n Mpers are
| ! ulmimm,mmwim'm‘” ek of opportumities to keep the issue of 2 sm’eioﬂm:slheydidlastweekwhenmnpposn
- " ; Ml“dm Egypt,“mi and ’b"m aknm sm'ebﬂ:atmﬁ environ free trade agreement (FTA) on its agenda, and to tion MPs used an $850 million US grant, which

EETE f !sh‘anslatedmmd:ree:formgnmwsun;n% host a conference i the US, which will be at- ey Shaimed Sateredt oo & privileged few. o

| said. ) tended by key congressional figures “to try and ml"“' & the American aid programme as a
RS - bl it R o s oo om o e | M, chging T o s i
! met with President Bosni Mo- best places in the world for in - bursement of US grant money, demanded par-

i barak, while the US side met with US Vice- P vestpent,” said Ty ! Y. par
. i President Al Gore. _ man. “The flow of capital into the Egyptian | liamentary approval 1o have the Cemiral Aud-
R ; . ' stock market is very positive. The foreign in- iing Agency look over the $830 million
: vestment Cotmmumity has given Egypt very high | Commodity Imporz Programme (CIP), 2 United
k L ratings.” States Agency for Iuternational Development-
: . Also on the Cooncil’s the agenda was the My | funded project launched in 1995 which pro-
: barzk Professional Development Initiative, | Yides credit facilities for the import of US-

) which aims to make use of American expertise in manufactured machinery and equipment.

: . management and productions. This project is al- Opposition legislators said thar the CIP gram
‘ ready in progress, and has 68 Egyptian interns | W28 used by the US 10 flood Bgyptian markets
working in US companies with Jow-quality American goods.

_ﬁ mdmmmugw toadwse mms.argmngmmmle:son!ymprwzdead- During the meetings Monday, the conncil fo- 'Ihchotmul also followed up on progress USAID grents are generally used to further
: ; Chnhw barak President Bill - vice and not to carcy ont specific projects. cused on additional investment in- made in boostiy cooperation in the field of | ¢ Mmerests of a select [ew businessmen with
. _ wno;ibusmessandpohcymes.hasbeen . The US side was represented by its 6-member flows to sectors with comparative advantage in  small industries. Since the Council last met in | CJos€ tes to the US, Yassin Ser-
: ) _Wmlyw diticised by Egyptian experts for fail-  executive commitice, headed by Jack Tyman,  the Egyptian economy. establishing mechanisms March 1997, the Social Fund for Developmem | 2Beddin. the Wafd Party s leader in parliament,
i ing to bring about concrete improvements in president of Westinghouse Electrical Systems. for the transfer of managerial know-how, de- and the US Small Business Administation began | SUNEling out members of the American Cham-

) Egyptian-US relations. The. Egyptian side was headed by businessman  velopiog human resources, encouraging further  working together on ways to transfer know-how | 0efof Commerce in Egypt in particular.
: Bt its members havedefendedmsachmve- . Torahim Kamel, chairman of Kato Aromatic. policy reforms conducive to investmeat and de- and:echmmlass:smncetoEgypt. *] fecl dissatisfied with thesc granis which

) : usually discriminate in favour of some busi-
- ; nessmen known for their crony contacis with

_ the US,” be said.

The grant also targets 13 out of Egypt’s 60
u_‘.ommmd:l“banks.m added Khaled Mabmoud, an
mdepen -
m;ghisgm‘.insbu;edbymeseb;gmnmonlym

_ o _ _ i i : eve profits by imposing a high interest rate
_, Egypt's commercial law is being updated at last on prant proceeds loaned 0vt 10 the privase sec
i _ : to keep pace with changes on the world scene tor, but also to keep the grant money for their
. & LB clients only,” said Mahrooud.
i s 15 TheC[Pismp?os;edd;l:bmstﬂnEgypﬁm
. B Afier 115 years of stasis, the covairy’s llncmﬂlthcpreceptsoﬂslmcSha- use of commercial documents, while LEI0.000.” elaborated Seif EFNasr.  In addition, the new legislation “also | BFiYale Sector's role in the couniry's economic
: ommnmaielawuﬁnall y_being re- ri'a_and has yiready received the  the fifth is devored to devising new Chequsmcmﬂynotwceptedby covers new areas such as technology M°@gﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ;
5 bouee ;?mma;m ﬁmm‘”m i Al-Azhars stamp of ap-  backmiptcy e e o majority. of rewil omless and.  transfer, resoration works and alr 20 | have becn misdirectod. distibuted with bias or
! such as provi 5 esses in Egypt. masine transport projects,” said M '
. tra;lsacuons and legislation in' line 'Ihcdmﬁlawseekstos:mphfycom— will not only semie banlg:lpgcy dis-  The new bill also serves as an um-  sa ous g?eitdsbyﬂ‘eq%nl:mﬂﬁexpﬂﬂlmmﬁ
| wxobﬂ:be Iatest in the mercial practices, and codify them fnto  putes, but also regulate commercial brella legislation for a wide varicty of ~ Unlike other issues brought before 'Cocui';powl:uuse the proceeds of this grant to
. gl eﬂnﬂcﬁcma,mpms(;m one law that can withstand the pres- bankrupicy measures. commercial and professional activ- parliament, the draft law won unan- buy the same kind of advanced US weapons
Essam et sures and challenges of economic de- “The bill upgrades all of these out- jties, foremost among which are the 1mous praise from opposition and ma- and technology that are sold to Israel,” asked
Debamsm:nlhe law began last - vélopments that change oo a daily ba-  dated commercial practices and trans-  supply of goods and services, in- jority legislators alike. mﬂﬂm-stpm,-ssﬂmhmmmhmn
week in the People’s Assemnbly, with  sis. zctions, as well as ways. of setding dustrial activities, overland and sea  Khaled Mohieddin, leader of the left- o : Y-
Justice Minister Farouk Seif EL-Nasr The draft tiw will also reguiste daily commercial disputes.” he said. “For ~freight, and brokerage, fnsarance and  ist Tagammo Party, declared the draft | g1q costvee 513 bilion LY g riftars o
, suesmgfmmenewuomalhw comumercial and banking activities and example, there are 67 articles in the banking activities. said Mohamed law “a great achievement™, but noied muchofwhichiseannarkedforﬂxepurchas:lof
is part of the 's efforts 0 seek ‘to combat iflegal competition, b:lldevoteqmupgmdmg cheque— Mounssa, chaimuan of the parliament’s  that the party has some reservations weapons and arms technology.
allbtmgels ﬂl’b: “mtw ﬁuemldmm%pg leg:slahon.m?mve differcnt chapters m the basedmopmum " I.zgxslan\re and Constitutional Com- over a few of the articles dealing with Finance and trade ministers Mohieddin El-
onom:crefompmgmmmelamchad 'I'heﬁ!stchxpta'dulswnhoom ofcheques“asdlemamcomm:n;ilﬁ The bill defines a5 commercial ac- The Nasserite Party also landed Gharib and Ahmed Guwedli both vehen ¥
in 1091 A in hile the mol life. he frolds 2 Nasser] applance denied that the grant was distributed unfairly.
'-law v tbe _mm'c;al_ practices. gmm;._.rw mEgpuan economic tivity suchasr.henmdm.eom— Lheb:ll.mthnsonlyr:pmsenmhvem. According to E-Gharib, the CIP assists both
“This m;fmﬁ;.:t whar“s b mdm cl_mgnlaus ;ﬂmt'l , s mercial uses of computer software, parliament, Sameh Ashour, noting Egypt's privale sector and Amesican com-

’ 3c reform - 823 Seif-- Nakr. “Fbe third and-fourth chapters. mtmm&m o i ¥ . livestock breed-  that it “reprosents a basic mecessity | pamies exporting to Egype.

: oﬂml?lc %fﬂk 3 the” or to ooe in and amd exporting forkeqnngabrenstot‘modemec— “The gramt serves boih pamies” szid Ei-
; -Nast, ‘adding m :egu.late banlung openmn of products, he said. onomic changes.™ Gharib. But about 50 per cent of the grants pro-
- ceeds are devoled to the import of “capital

" i goods“demandedbythel’:‘gyphmmarket.'!he

: remaining 50 per cent is used to import raw

materials and production inputs, he said.

Tackling the issue of bias in gramt dis-
tribution, EI-Gharib pointed out that “the Peo-

Fe : pl:;s Asst:‘l‘nglg could ?mu%st that banks pro-
L . . vide it wi names t recipients,”
' {n a mgfve that ﬂhﬁm Cm} m Opposrﬂon MPs as well as the head of the Suez Canal Authority blasted mm;ﬂf&ﬁw up to this competition aod topn:ve that claims of bias were unfounded.
A o e ety 1t mesk . 1he govemment for attempting to curtail the authority's independenice, but ' "Reces stsdsdcs reveal that SCA revenues et ol gt e iy
' passed a new law that places control of the ao- pariament assed the restrictive amendments an dropped from $1.849 billion in [996 to $1.783 iact ™ i it
: thority in the hands of the prinae minister, roports P yway i e ' Ject 50 long s it meets the conditons of the
GmlEmﬂ-D]ll- . 'l od th ﬂm . . . RamadanAb-nl-Hassaﬂ.anNﬂ”fm_mﬂEL'ltyof Mmmm' huwm' did little to stifle
The new law, wh:ch:sanamendmentmthe el said that made a sweeping an-  Prime Minister Kamal El-Ganzouri's response  Suegz, alsosmdthat_thc SCA’s independence the ire of critics. Zakaria Azmi, the president's
! SmCanalLawMZole’?l stiles in article two  .pouncement in 1957 that the SCA would be an  was brief and swift. The decision 10 modify the shmidheg_u_mmmed_‘wen_s!nengahlgtymtake chief of swaff stated that “the Assembly had
: that the SCA will mlonguanmdependcm-.mnmnmousbody ‘The stalement came one yeat law came about as a resnlt of a recent SCA de- urgent decisions during critical times”, such as ben denied any information on how the first
anthority, but will fallundm'd:epurvxewaf _afwrlheamiwasnanonahsed,sparhngwarm cision to reduce ship u'aﬁc“ﬂ_aes, which El- when ships camying ouclear weapons pass and second additions to the grant were used.”
thep?memmsm’soﬁee_. . - theregion Ganzouri had criticised as “dispensing with throngh the canal He also said that the government had failed to
Amclcﬂn-ecofmemsedlawsupﬂamsmat -Inhgj:tof&usdeclmnonbythegovemmeqt state revenue.” It was Fadel who took the de- El-Ganzouri, in response, arguad that the fulfil a pledge by Parliamentary Minister Kamal
mzmplemm?fmyfmmaeamhyt_lg:. samp4lyma_go,ﬁu=newamendmgnmueaw-_ cision. ] . . ammdmtdoesnmmeanthatthcprmemmlster El-Shazii. who promised that a detailed state-
.: SCA’s board on ship waffic through the candl . olation of the signed documents which were.en-~  But opposition MPs were as quick with their  will take every decision. ment on the dishursement of USAID grants
. must first be approved by the prime minister him- “tered into official United Nations reconds. . come-backs. El-Badri Farghali, a leftist MP from “A distinction will be made between decisions would be made available by November 1997.
. self. The SCA will be also stiipped of the rightto . Moreoves. the amendments also run counter to  the Suez Canal city of Port Said, that El-  which require prior approval by the prime min- “This is an essential part of the Assembly's
. confiscate in the Snez Camal area. - ﬂlegovemmentscuumtpohcy of granting the Ganzoori's decision will undermine the stability ister and other decisions to be taken by the SCA's supervisory responsibility.” he said. “Tt is dis-
The law was not well received by pubhcsedorcompletsadmmmmmonomy. of the SCA. . chairman,” he said. appointing that we have not yet been given any
MPs and the SCA’s chairman, Fadel, - Fadel said. ‘The amendments “come 2t a time when the  51ill, other MPs refused 10 buy thar 2xpianation starernents about how these grants are nsed.”
who described the aineadments as enjustified agd ~~ Fadel, who submitred a memorandum Listing SCA faces cur-throat ition from mazitime and hinted at conspiracy theories. Sameh Ashour, These grants “provoke MPs becanse the donor
: said that they rob the SCA’s board of the flex- . his objections to the amended articies, said that  routes sach as Ashdod and Eilat in Israel, and the aNassenstMP said that the amendments “stir up always stipulates that disbursement should not
PR K ib;mymdspeedreqmmdtobddexmdmary “the new law will lead to curtailing the powers Cape of Good Hope in South Africa,” said Far- snspicions’ be conditional on the approval of the Assembly,”
. meefings or take nrgeat action. ongypnmsmnmmngthemalmeyfonght i “[usdmﬁ:ststepmwardsmvausmglheSm added Abdel-Ahad Gamaleddin, chainman of the
Umgh:smasthebassofh:sargmmt,ﬂnd— -hanitoregmn _ “The SCA’s decision to reduce fees was nec- Canal,”™ he said, parliament’s Arab Affairs Committee.
Matetrepot - Asian fallout
O Environnement .
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THE THIRD gime may bo the carm, and. gloom ;as those whoﬁlfpiﬂ:éir cent of toml aker vy, EIPC' d Arid
capital market, ‘whi failh.anﬂﬂ:mrmoney-l_ﬂ market, DOmED ory came about largel 2
B &ﬂ?ﬁm@eﬁrﬂwtﬁrﬂwﬂha landed amendments  to “the bmm:tmnomedmmﬁmqmg Mkﬂ?fﬂylm
; row, The General Market Index alipped - capital. Iaw. 'I'heamendmems__terpmﬁtshﬂ(;nadmpledﬁevalueof
et ' by 1.46 potnts to closerat 357.61 for the - deal with with regulasions on the operations * ‘the _ stock, " however, dropped from
. e % endi ﬂjmm_mymg;'ofmmwmdporﬂbhnm LE58.96 10 LES3.67 as a result of ex-
P uihnuithc_decﬁnem.themshinﬂ_l: agemmmamas and revise the ci- cesswetrachng
i Most ii- teria of information published on trad- ° Shares of the Gmm!hnﬂm
Southeast Asian markets. i a
o g & o . by, o s 0 onae G s Compny k), i
Sommt. of thesr boldings: begen o divest. FMg Hoor, the Engineéring _ its stock closiog at LE1Z.7, Rédacteur en Chef Président
- : . : d Hdismial Projects Company In all, the sharc value of 39 com- i '
Bar it was not alf & scene of doom _:““m“:ﬂ“ﬁ:ﬂ@i with trading of ts  panies increased, 71 docreased and 33 Exécutif et Rédacteur en Chef
' Edited byshad- Ragab - shares wisliog [E2649 or. 1304 per  remained vachaaged. Mohamed Salmawy Ibrahim Nafie
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A message from the Egyptian ambassador to India A message from the Indian Lo worini' e v O 20 |
recognised Posial Dipiord . ;
ambassador to Egypt repaty. Mot ot =SS T e = Koot |
INDIA celebrates its It was m'y natural that the Viewpolnls of themse!vas and their le ynder the TODAY is the 48th aﬂnwersary of the heatthier lia thar you evar thought W:SIHE A rEuSLTE . - = .. _
48th anniversary of the both countries' leadership meet and have gy Daveloping the Epeop: onomv has founding of the Indian Repubiic. It is on &ursel SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED" oo e
founding of the Re- one aim based on the same principles. pecome mwmm in the polices of  this. 023 in 1950 that India adopted is [For ree catalogue wrte 1 iyl
public on 28 - January since Egypt and India each has along his-  pen aountries as they started ugnodergofmg Constitution which is the bedrock of its RE CURE INSTITUTE - __f"_'-‘"::
1998. This occasion Sees tory of their ancient civilsations, and they  econgmic reform since 1991 and suc-  democracy and secularism. Our Constitu- NATU ) C
leads us io medilate on $ faced similar siuations aher the second  cegded In achieving positive results. From  tion embodies the profound vision and the Shreejl Chambes, Near Red-Cross Hnsnllal m“?g.‘;s D e e
Egyplian-Indian e B - world war with the formation of & bi-polar ygor 97 poth ; ol incl imated the great 1. INDIA. Tel.: [0253) 78304. Fax 5 : : .
lations and th world. Thus Egypl and india played a great countries signed diflersrt  lofty principies. that animat " NASIK 42200 . e
D Jaylan AHam leading Thi ee whon Joorents and prolocols n fields that - jeaders of India’s fréedom stugg® T ywal Sibal | 1 Also avaiiable job oriented shor term coursasmmassaa 2! : v
ilarity of both coun- _JayiauAlam _  role leading Third Word countries encourage and protect new invesiments, Mahatma Ghandi and Jawaheral Nehru, _Xaowal Sibal ] arometherapy, accupressure & magnetiha therapy. 4 _$ | e
g::lmstances h:r:g r‘tr‘ielr glrive agains! co- z?gyngnh:ummmm‘j the formation of the Nof- i aadition to fields related to scientific re~ They foresaw that India's muiti-religious, W bo __.._.g____.;_—__—__-_-;-;-!_'_-_-—'-'!'-—?_-—— L 27t 3
search, technologica!l developme: Hingua witi-cu j best gov- EGYPY B T
lonisation. After both countries obtained This occasion also makes us ook intothe 5 el a:n:elds that er:’urage develol:: ':::2:“ and jtl'laen?e;?ﬁmate l:un::'eﬁ?fya?r; roups best % o~ NO ONE KEEPSE"TER ST
their independence, they dedicated their future and how the two leading Third World  ment of rade between both countries. In  tected It the people of india enjoyed the widest possbie | Al R—COOLED B -5 : : L ek
efforts 1o establish valuable principies that courdries should have a mutually pianned  aqgition, agreements were made con-  freedoms and the State was not associated with any re- P
cal(li ;0" 11;5“09- equality, freedom, peace, fsm:ebci.:ld on m:;rmcomlmn hm!t_; ceming security, combating narcotics; be-  ligion. After long yeers of repressive foreign rule, the lead- _ o=
and development. ace enges ai the New wol twean the foreign ministries; and in the  ers of India wanted to guarantee to their pecple all funda- Lo
#E#&Pn sformed _ under giobah  figlq of cultural affalrs. These agreements ~ mental rights and freedoms protected by an independent Tt e
MARK YOUR PACKAGES isation, with all 'Bm‘:““'a'_- POt and protocols provide a sound base for  judiciary and the rule of law. -
A ical, economic, sociad 1 poth counires' relations as we approach  Our mutual trade is growing and Indian firms have begun to "
ﬁl.HOST FREE °F COST pem"s < Indla realise the 21st century. . increasingly invast In Egypt, which is fast becoming a cred- -
the i ,}’:ﬁtcemof ,w-;n m'ei, There is no doubt that the crowning ible growing market The exclusive indian exhibition at the o
po g U event in the historical relations belween  Cairo Intemational Conference Centre from 15-18 April this AR
;ﬁmg“&m ﬁ':"::f menn:fo countries will be the anticipated  year wili be another step farward In our efforis to strengthen
p " vis President Hosni Mubarak fo India  our trade ties. Foa
fare of the Third World coun- gy ring the current year. It Is a visit which  India enjoys much goodwill amongst the Egyptians. Apart : 29
Iries, aimed al imeracting with  yjj set the tone for Egyptian-indian re-  from political understanding and cultural affinities that exist, T :
the current world order, in OF ations for the forthcoming contury as the  the Egyptian press has played a positive role in nurturing _ SR
' - der to form a new world order  geveloping  nations friendly sentiments towards India. | sin- ey
M.+ 11, Marathe Ucyog Bhavan, A M. Marg, Prashacdevi, Mumiiai - 400 025, mmﬂﬁ ;f_f‘h'if:"gﬁér'lg work together towards From New Delhi: cerely thank the contribution made by Ar- “o
S - P e countries will find a place for g remiart. T 0 Mohamed Youssef Hahih 47 o e promotion of inde Sgypiian s
16TH YEAROF DEDICATEDSERVCE TOTHENDUSTRY |} o 0 oo e S p SBS O s i
- . versea Y
& for pipas and tubes amtel: the perfect picture
SAN EXPOATS, division of Fipes THE REAL measure of success is a satisfied customer. Samtefl's cus- SBS OVERSEAS are importers -
ADDYA and Tubes, have fast gained con-  tomers most certalnly bring this bo life. and exporters of repute who have in -
fidence of importers all over the Leading indian TV manufacturers like BPL, Onkia, Videocom afew years increased their tumover
world. In an intensively compefive  and Philips, in addition to its intemational customers, depend on  at a rapid pace with professionally
BEST FISH HOOK MANUFACTURERS imemational market of multibranded ~ Samtel Tubas for the perfect picture. managed intemational trading. We
MANUFACTURED UNDER products, they have emerged out At Samtel, we believe that our customers are our pariners in  are an upcoming intemational busi- _
TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW FROM JAPAN | meritorious. progress, and it Is their satisfaction that defines our success. But ness organisation (IBO) with the 3
i Based in Mumbai {India), the busi-  what constitules this success? Quality and service. And i is this  most modem faclifies available for ‘ ’ - ; 5
ness capital of india, San Exports  that gives Samtel the edge. intemational electronictrading. - . . . . R X
have an experiteam of quaiifiaden-  Company-wide movements have created a quality structure geared SBSOve:seasspeclaﬁsedhme Ortent Telemist. Unmistakably Egypt's most : .
gineers well experienced in the pip-  to one specific goal — total customer satisfaction. Customer service import and export of agricuitural . CTe e
ing industry. They maintain stringent  with its roots spread deep within the Group, ensures high standards  products, food and dairy products, course R
quality standards with efficent and are maintained at every given stage. The quality of service that spices, tea, coffee and tobacco, mmehn'mwmmsd
prompt response to calls. reaches the external customer service begins with the quality of ser-  apart form being one of the larger
They deal in GI ERW, MS Black,  vice that peopla and functions within Samtel give each other. axporters of phamacexticals, Top-ofihe world performance. State-of-the-art
Seamless and ERW pipes and lt is this action that has today made Samiel, a picture tube tech-  entmedicines. medical disposables X
wbes with forged and commercial . nologist to reckon with. and condoms. i i H h
fitings in a wiude variety of sizes, in ~  Excellence can never be restrictad. Today. the Samtel name s We have kept the Middle East functional das1gns. Outstandmg quaiity. Al
addiion io copper fubing and slain-  heard on distant shores. and Africa as our most focused ter-
less sleel fitings conforming to inter- Long before globalisation and exports became the buzzwords that  ritory for our intemational trading, | these and much more backed by breakthrough
national standards. they are, Samtel was already exporting, beginning with an order for  and look forward towards using our
The architects of thisesleemedor- 4,000 tubes to Hong Kong in 1987. expatise in furtherng the re- P . :
ganisation are Mr N M Goyal and Mr With miore that two million tubes every year, it is now the largest ex-  quirements of govemments and mmmommmmuw '
Ashish N Goyal. They guide a team  porter of tubes from India to the USA, Europe, the Far East, Africa  companies for buik requirements e
of expert technicians well versed in  and the Middla East. And to names ke Philips. Grundig, Sharp, Mot-  and the development of trade in al | #an. Both in Egypt and across the world. |
the latest developments in the pip-  orola, Thomson, Burfe, Omnivision, National — to mention just afew.  countries of the Middle East and Af-
} ing industry. San Exports provided This growing awareness of Samtel's intemational class technology  rica. This special thrust Is being ll
gyl Bh; 980 prompt and efficient after-sales facl-  has taken its annual export tumover to over Rs. 900 Milion. But most  made in the 50th yesarofindla’s in- y
s Bs OVERSEAS ities, which is an integral part of a  gratifying of all is the fact that the ‘Made in Indis' label now stands for  dependence when we as a com- ;
. service-oriented organisation. quality picture tubes woridwide. pany feel that the developraent of
K1/55 CHITTARANJAN PARK, In short, Sen Exporis is for Pipes ~ And as Samtel expands, its horizons widen. No longer will it be  frade will anhance friendly relations :
NEW DELHI-110019, INDIA. and Tubes. looking at a few countries, }t has now set lts syes on the globe. with all, inshailah, !
' i
aeey . & - . =
+ FAX:9L11-6219498 S C ADDYA ZMG Co. (p) Lid began its activites in 1963, eaming great success in providing fish-hooks of 7R ;A o A Natural Relief - pe ! i r) "}
E-MAIL : shseas@ndz.vsnloet.in the highest calibre and at low cost o its customers . Lo That’s a Herb p : -5
E‘.XPORTERS OF THE As the company gained succass in the sale of fish-hooks and fishing equipment, demand for local imports ' 1.‘%*‘?5%%@ at H al Gzﬁ '| — o
IMPORTERS AND gracually decreased. 't"‘. bt e Tested and trusted by millions, not for name,-buz for ! .
FOLLOWING PRODUCTS:: Today, Addya exports fish-hooks to the United Arab Emirates, Kenya, Tanzania, Sudan and Somal- T3 & artud® its valwe. In this modern age ic bas the essence of ancient | . -z 20
{ TEA-BLACK, GREEN, HERBAL IN BULK AND; hAddyvammsdbySNAddyasmﬂrﬂyseshngmwmﬂwﬁhrﬂsh@qmﬂymdhmd NI ove? Ayurveda, The oil, erriched with natural berbs, ] _—
CONVENIENCE PACKING OF ORTHODOX AND CT.C..| atcompetitive pricas in all comers of the world. SN Addya by irs therapentic values, relieves | 2 Viggd
SUPPLIED GARDEN FRESH . . . - . Beadache, tension, helps !  puzhs
2 comERawANDRoasTEDsezD, correpowor | Orrient fans: a leading brand of ceiling fans " keep sealp cool, and aiso belps in g
3 TORACCO THE YEAR 1912 saw the establishment of the very first industry in the fiekd of consurner durables in india —the elec- strengthening roots qf beir, pre. . o
ANTMILK FOOD, SKIMMED AND tric fan industry. From its humble beginnings it grew into a flourishing industry which spawned many a brand. One vents prematare ' et ff-j_.“ign:
4. DAIRYPRODUCTS-INF - such brand, concaived in the pre-World War I! ara, ‘Oriant, belongs to the Birla Group of Industries, one of the largest Jalling bair 0 grow and - D r Yun
CREAMED MILK POWDERS, DAIRY WHITENER, TABLE | 1 istrial houses in Asia and the largest ceiling fan manufacturers of India. Orient has aiso imparted technological keeps che bair and : : T
BUTTER, CHEESE AND CHEESE SPREADS, SWEETENED |  know-how for setting up assembly plants in countries like Nigeria, the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Sultanate of glossy. ; _
CONDENSED MILK, GHEE, BLENDED BREADSPREADS, § Oman. . AYURVEDIC , B e o
MARGARINE. MALTED MILK PRODUCTS Nothing succeeds like success _
5. AGRO PRODUCTS-RICE. SUGAR, SOYA BEAN.| SHARMA Chemical Works is engaged in the business of manutacturing syurvedic oil under the m §
’ AND trade name Banphoo! since 1982.
GéAOULI:DN'lﬂ. SUNFLOWER. SESAME SEEDS, OILS Ayurvedic Banphool oli-ll is the t;r-uly answelrlem he:mdy skin, beauhfuw:;h?:l scalp, heagha::: For tads Enquiriss Comtacs : Sharme Clumical Works on‘ RN
and sound sleep. For curing skin disease, relieving yache, keeping pressure in 2. Amerialla St, Cfeatie 700002 W.AL frdia) Headiry .
6. SPICES-ALL TYPES, WHOLE AND GROUND preventing sunstroks, relaxing ear pain and building blood stamina, thera is the one and only ay- Phowe - 91.203-2154306, Ficx - 914153-215 2009 0% Bemutil ek, et Ayorerecic Care - el
7. PBARMACEUTICALS-PATENT MEDICINES, MEDICAL |  ypvedic Banphool oil, the one ol with innumerable attributes. —— RS See ¢ 3 : e
- - L. R h.m ’ ’ .—
Workers’ city in 6th of October M=fanmrt sty oiens st El-Mohandes Insurance makes donation ool
THE 6th October City Investor's Association and the Ministry of SR e T S T T m%%mgmmmmda . ' R
Housing and New Communities are studying plans to construct a TR et g e ] . . mifion Egyptian pounds to charity. 4 quarter of a _ -
new residential city for workers over an area of 500 feddans. Samir Metwalli, chairman of the board of the com ] . -7
Mohemed Husssin Guneidi, head of the Association, said the donations are earmarked for Kasr El-Aini Hospita), pringlol said, “These R
new city will solve the problems of over 50 thousand worklrs who and the Heart Diseass Institute, 1o contributs i the Cancer Instinte, S
commute daily from Cairo to 5th of October City. T tients and fo buy modem clinical devices, d‘l'aﬂmemoflhepa- . :
Planming for the infrastructure of the new city is currently under- be given to assaciations working with .Smue_m the will also N
way, especially in light of the changes to the area's road and trans- pany’s soctal roke alongside is econamic ‘f""m'““m 'S'sm{mpﬂ\e% +
tion network, which includes the completion of tha 28 J tection for the citizens . Providing insurance i
ri?gﬁmyandﬂ!eeonswm:moiammmarlmmmca:ro. i g : _ : - Rties In the courty.” and to contributs in boasting development aciv- e
% - . L T
Tl L
Americana: A part1c1pat1ng sponsor of the IAA Congress to convene in Cairo this May - . e
- IN VIEW of the imporiance of gress. preducts of Americana is ER . Egypt its main centre . ",_ .
"‘“ L B ( the . 86th Intemational Ad- Americana’'s wilingness to° Farm  Frites  polatoes:; for daveloping human National Bank of Egypt . } L
f Al'ab alld an.k 5 vertising Association Congress. participate in this Congress i&  Heinz keichup and tomato rasourcez, and has = 4; ' Dot
i vy " held under the patronage of due to the intemational im- sauce; Besfy meat prod- established the larg- A weekly update on the NBE Securtties Ingex . - .
President Mohamed Hosni Mu- portance of the Congress, a8 ucts and Kolf chicken £ @st imining centre for ﬁﬂn'ls-ae.}anuamm , K :
DEPOSItS = Credit - Investment barak and which will convene well as the publicity, and ec-  products. This is in addition its empioyess in the PO "#._'fﬁ.._n"""-"- =T - - -
for the first time In 2 Middle onomic and tourism gains that ‘o Americana Cakes, Cal- Middle East, using —l i ; =
Eastem country, Mr Nasr E Egypt stands lo make. omia Garden products, phrahim the most advanced E—‘Wm——____mam____m__';‘; i it
Cairoz Kharafi, head of the Amesricana Americana began s activ- and Gulfa mineral waler. El-Alff technology and tech- ;55—\\ < T e
23 Abdal-Khalek Tharwat St Group of companies, signad an  itles 35 years ago. The volume Americana has introduced niques in the field, ) T e
agreement for Americana to be  of its work and efforts flour-  first time to the Middle East For over 35 years, s
Heliopolis: a paricipaing sponsor of the ished untl its investments some 350 restaurant fan- Americana has maintsined a e N - .
114 Al-Mirghani St Abtal Al-Tahrir St 36th IAA Congress. Signing the  reached bilions of Egyptian  chises, the Fkes of which have leading position in the region. 200 - T
Alexandria: Monsoura: mm?-llpar:gl. head ":suh:g m a:éne active .mﬂ"’ifdﬁ m.ﬁmﬁnm. crlum ?’.-.?.22"’;’.'@ from r':; ever i 212 A 18 w0 422 a
25 Abdel-Sallam Aref Gomhouriya St ' Organlsing Com-  valoping the economies of Mid-  Tikka, Pizza Hut, TGl Fridays, wilingness to participate In deo- The NBE Indsx has dacreasad by 4. o
Lamnadila: Zagazig: mittee, and Mr lbrahim E-A, dio Eastem couniries, among BaskinFobbins, Fish Market, valoping the Egypfian eoon- | | PO for e waek oncing 2211088 yoms sor et 345.18 ! P
Orabi 91 Saad Zagloui St general managar of Americana  them Egypt, In the area of AlSamadi Palissirs, all of which omy. Likewlse, Americana hes previous week ending 15/171998, points for Mg ..
Square and deputy member of the fopdstfis and intemationsl have provided no less that 20  won the applause of Arabs and | | 4 1argest increases and decreases: e
Mohandessin: Tarta: board. The Congress will con-  restaurants. Coupled with this Mousa_r!d empigyment op- Egyplians everywhere and from . Com o .- -
Cpening soon 75 Al-Geigh St vens hs first session on 10 May,  continuous success was the  portunities. Americana also set  all who tasta Americana's prod- Py L] Company b L S,
) whis Mrs Suzanne Mubarak founding of numerous com- 2 unigue example by opaning wucte WIMW +50 | | A-Ama Sios ang Stor- [-15.1 S ST TR
6th of Ocotber City: | | Shofoug: wil preside over the ciosing panies in the fiskd of foodstuff  special branches of restaurants  Thus, Americana’s participa- Ca. age Co. Y '
Under construction ] Under construction. ) session. The Congress will re-  production, in addition o the that empioy only deaf and mute  tien in this Congress reflects its Credt Inl, o : . AR : . v
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tempt to control it, thus leading to the u;“apse!o{itsl s;.;gba;_

lausewitz's assestion-that -war is:the: pursait of -paditics: by
oﬂmwnmnpnhdmbmnﬂﬂmnhmmﬁbjwhmmﬂWaﬂ-
tereent;; which iallomss. oaly complple,contual anpihilativns O
?fn#@mm?hmﬂ is:sté&pqss&bimmmmﬂuxc
pusing rentifiEimre T s
habibdniaiiisnichldighei:. ?ﬂmimm?mmmmmw
'.lnn.'lalﬁﬁg!ge_ izes—inio svoackdis raradeiadining thétmhdsgapa nhdirte
F EastenFEngope: cinlnitsh ! :-ahd Snbdidise st
lf\lln:spnmded aheHS, . e
¥ dvreidesrtir iy isarostefenmainn - Facdalwissvs nadld
AU arionbtherriniaoh droskiiios T i mmidoindeieA AP dgss
T*is aupbd Coanipleofhthisdoticy T Adabs formsbdmir itox-
- chusively; precisely as. Ariel Sharon, the' Israchi ministet for-in-
* frastructire, - -was -busy ‘changingthe. -peogriphic-aid.dem-
ograph;cmps.hﬂnﬂdnzms—wdw'ulﬂmat‘:&pohcy‘mm
- when the time comes for negotiations; there wi -be nothing-to
discuss]“The ‘Deha summit. also sideracked: the Arabs, who
- should have focused on the peace negotiations,-and the: imple-
" mentation of previous agreements.
The- Arabs :enjoy - certain- geographical- and.: siraagic - ad-
vantages which weld allow them to absorb a first strike before

laynching a comter-offensive, They also have facilities from

which 10 Tannch strategic surprise attacks.

Fighting capability, however, is not determined solely by

?rwpms_;reﬂclehngmya&:dim.ladmhjpalsomus&muimdal
actors. nology does not guaranice supeziority. It is the
ability to use it correctly that is the decisive criterion.

“If a balance of power prevails, the partiesto a conflict are nn-
able to resort 10 force, If they are compelled 10 do so, fighting
will be restricted to a minimom, and the parties will be far
more inclined to settle their differences at the negotiating table.
But in the curremt situation. Israel is able to act as it pleases,

while impeding the actions of jts enemies. 1t can impose tinjust,

incomplete setlements, which reflect its prepouderant power,
not a balance of interests. Sénlements of this sort are short-
lived, because they are tolerated only by those who agreed o

d:em.l‘heydisoocmtﬂ:eneedgofﬁmn'egenerqﬁuns.andfai]m '
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Compromise for d

i'l.iGon\'ééntidnai' and nuclear

7077 'mean Jitle when it .comes to peace,
== 0 wittes Amin Hewedy. Atbest, wecan - uEe
. " ‘hopeor a stability based on compromise gl -,

engender any sense of security or safety.
Due fo its overwhelming monopoly of military capabilities.

Israel is also ahle to insist on ifs security needs ar the expensc
: of others: Israel- fn other-words, carcs-neither-for the past por.
= for the future. fsroelc howevar- ugss the -deterrence. prmeiple as--
- aprowexy for the-use-of force.-

THe- current siniation is truly nnusual. "The Arabs enjoy nu-
merical-Superfenity, bur they- have no vitality: 1o-use a some-
whatsoeerbiown matophoro they are Jikbaa ddragonmivomn:
clans-or fangs: -They: have the-means:to-deter-aggression. bun...
thety ot thevanill Mot 0SS ..

TEhmemsiebdereeras amraoua-ngupprtantasit o, .
wigidziddmbiniziguppoadafut dalereerniz ugnuz igiradiiDEx-
remninition malceumfuiohdefamteriiinachialicderronsrcs.ca-
pabitifisieddl Etactphifefoinpreyns I ramreielitiib!l
—+ geniclaltacwinsheldermenc e pquation. . Abohai-epic-
~yagEts axnoroémmidistacdetseram dhen aaricleapwaapen.

Clihednuiahiahdibiolopitad wreapons: md eonventional racsedals
arereaagidbleiof-dersrinpasic bbb i stane - Rolowo viedak -
ribdlg e saidhiboombers are-parixloxichity - far-morepowerful
-idercrrenis thar either of these. - This is panly becmuse the de-
.. tercent-usid must-be-appropriate in-order 10 be effective. A stu-
~dents’strike is nof dealt-withthrough bombs® Sirhilarly. stone-
- throwing children-are:mot deterred by mnks.

“The second  Arab. summit, held in Alexandra in 1964,
.- magked the beginning of concerted Arab action against Israel.
--In =dditon toother task forces, a group was assigned the re-
-- sponsibility of studyimg-lsrael’ s-efforts to divert the Jordan' Riv-

er from its conrse.-An Arab task group for the construction of

the  pecessary embankments was also established, Sub-
. sequently, Israel armounced it was puiting an end to the pro-
ject. Since then, the Arabs have been able 1o achieve con-
sensvs. but bave never been capable of implementmg their

Adfter the: 1973 War, Israel chose to interpret any agreements

(25
-

- with the Arabs on its own erms. It relied on the fact that the

Arabs in and Arafat’s regime in particular, usually
complain for a while, then remimn to the negotiating table. Its
strategy may be summed up as follows.
.. Israe] usually establishes a distinction between political
ents and security measures, which must be in Is-
rael’s favour at the time of implementation. When il has
shown flexibility in a political agreement, Israel reverses
any concessions it may have made within what it calls “safe
borders™, a policy which ofien entails the violation of other

capabilities

countries” sovercignty.

Israel carries owt changes in topography and demography in
Onder-10 guarantee its “security”. even at the price of the secur-
ity of other countries. It witl agree10 a dizfogue.on gaography
only. after_ it bas: established 2 stams quao. It:can: also -create -
problems in-order 0 enforce a gew reality and-change the oa- -
ture of the crisis. The Al-Aqsa tmnel and Jebel Abn Ghrieint
provide 2 good example of such messures.-

lsjzel dess mol- cansider. agreeremnsi and-Sma-eables. bindiag,
Only: security. measures-determine policy implemenation:.-.

ThihdVas -Bahk.camec fast-as:forns-domelt seoursy is-caw-
cemmekdt ishares:biwerste e Sy b irhmand L émornOwn
theiéafieansk itrigup nanmansosmenidenghdndchaelsi snmarpaednd
B Nhldani s dais" S e S dasihile o] Thera end (LOMRMM laris
ltsagtlemngte.cosy ik G § e TS oremenantin idbde
‘engctadbd: o Uil benecessary telxirmantup copiplepiplant- for
i the.dsplagment.of forses, Mereoyzs, therasers Jewizh.holy.sites
b Werer-fesovrses Satthd’ Weest: Bdnis; twhichalxa.aonualshii
rrehdelending¢é’ Peleminon b dragiaidores wethapdohtare:
~-brimges-onFthe Fondun RiverT For e reasons. - isnichmay
" miake concessions over Gizza: bnn the West Bank i8 a'more dif-

" ficolr-area

~~Given' the Arabs® -numerical superiomity: Israel depends-on

qualitative: dominamce: #ts conventional-plus arsenal, nuclear

missiles, insistence pn engaging only one of the Arab forces at

a time. the superiority of its leadership, the continuous wraining

of its forces, the exchision of the defence army from domestic
- security operations, and Israel's-dependence on 1JS or UN-sup-

i

port )

Israel’s main serength, however, lies in fts ability 10 impose
“deterrence by conjecture™: intimidating its enemies into sur-
mising that it owns a vast arsenal and can wipe them out with a
single blow. Since i1s possession of this arsenal is not actually
confimed, however, it is not subject lo arms inspections or
other interventions on the part of the international community.
This leaves us with several possibilities:

Israel acually possesses several suclear warheads as well as
the means to Jeunch them immediately:, it is keeping these war-
heads in stock. ready to be assembled and launched in a shori
time:; it possesses the know-how, but has not actually man-
ufactured the warheads.

Whatever the case may be, the possibility that Israel is a full-
Dedged puclear power must be taken into account; more im-
portantly, however, this possibility arouses sufficient fear in its
enemes to keep them goiet.

eterrence

Israel will not tolerate the same policy o the part of the Ar-
abs; furthermore, it disregards the [aws regulating warfare if
these laws prevent it from auaining its objectives,

From the above it is clear that only a “balance of deterrence”
can achieve a just and lasting peace in the region, This will
only be achieved through the power 10 impose punitive action.
and the determination to use that power. The ability to deliver
the second blow prevents the enemy from striking.

Several concrete possibilities must be 1aken into considera-
tion at this juncture. If an alliance is esiablished between Is-
racl, Jordan and Palestine, it may serve as a wedge driven
through the Arab world. or a barrier 1o isolale Syria from the
north. On the other hand. it could form a nucleus which will
encourage other states 1o establish cooperatics accords. Final-
ly. it cauld: allow Isracl:to 1um its energies. 10. the-rest-of the:.
region.

The problem of Jerusalem can be resolved. eithdr through the
axiension of 41s'borders or through joint religious couneils: but
Lhe dusweof sovercientr musl -ool babraached:: This, phase.of
the nepotiations. may. ¢xtend. inte the. eardy. years. of -the nexi.
cammryryale-hioh peiab dsteel. wiib ivitidrar ki, cob fromers.
theGolan:Heichis: Juitipmrols: » b forpaed-dmdched - Adai-
Sidibhicadidnuaitorndeieeaeourehdieumes s thénidan
RRbr2rC Gienoezerakilyd tharainis Symed Somess izl jisthd=zen, 20
nha s nmeses sandd avareer w i Do d densistzia TR il -
~rdell-foree s il widndmw-fronr- sobthen Febanoa:. Whike -w:-
«{Lusing & frore withib-Jarazl This;.of least,de.lemal’s. congepual
AT IR PRESEnL.

AR snRe T~ ishi x eelnicfii b fardeliforseaninbiiamimphe
—orentitivn v this mup virthegeomd.” Wil their tnk b thmeed
“"to acts of deterrence? Will Ismel engage in 2 small banle in
~soatherri Lebanon? Or will it faurch a full-scale war against
~ Syria?'If* the- Arabs remain in their cocoon,’ deterrence alone

will suffice w set the bulldozers in motion once more. If the
- Palestinians content themselves with suicide bombers, stones

and the boycotz. the PNA will have to chotse. between com-
- plete surrender to Ismaeli terms and suicide twongh a new [n-
tifada. If Syria takes an active stance; the result will be a direct
conflict, which. so far, all the parties have atietnpted to avert.
Regional stability will not be realised through nuclear or con-
ventiopal force. It can, however. be achieved as a “compromise
stability™, which will fail 1o satisfy any of the parties fully. it
must be based on a balance of interests, not merely a balance of
power. IF this is to be achieved, the will to employ force and
the causes of instability must be eliminated, not merely con-

- tained.

The 1947 partition plan is now once again on the table. We
need to dwell on this plan, endeavour to understand it better
and introduce reasonable modifications capable of satisfying
most of the panies” demands. Violence and resentment have
brought us back to square one. To revert 1o the truth, even a
partial rruth, is better than ignoring it altogether.

The writer is a former minister of defence and chief of General
Intelligence.
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at no other country in the world  government-run
has as high a rate of infant moitality as
Egypt. In 1908 there were 31.225 chil-
dren borp in Cairo, of whom 8.81_6
died sbortly after bisth while an addi-

- (futtab), an increase of 4,000 in female

“enrolment over the previous year.

- A burgeoning press also played
i t role in increasing

e Egypt i -fie eary
iy of the Moharmied All Phil-
: spices: The piohésrs:were .

wiad fgfsased pancipation by worn-
vishpatlies and lotteriss, ArAhram:
actitifies Slosely; From thiscover:

$instalmént of his: Diwarr series -

o
Y

mothers from puerperal fever.”

awareness Toward this end, the society would

. UpBLSH mNey; UoBHs

the society, they published the

elementary schools society’s charter. Its aims were
to “safeguard Egyptian children ment the
from disease and to profect b A\

funding. Although the khedive's wife

inclﬁded a mock wedding cer-
emeny “beginning from mo-

quarters of her family o the
moment she enters ber bridal
chamber.” The ceremony would be fol-

Chronicle

among them by providing educalion to
a number of poor girls,”

Neawrally, Al-Ahram welcomed the
new venture. but it feared a shortage of
finances. “Funding can only be found
among patriotic and charitable in-

bride leaves the

" women were

o yemn vam—eeAR TR, ([

tional 5.872 children died before they

an appeal launched by .a mumber of

tian chi T
the society, “under the spons‘;-;s:g
of His Royal Highness '-thcmll foe's

anthropic Society which piayed an im-
portant role m Egyptam kistory.

nouably in the feld of health care.
Al-Ahram perceived this development
in the context of the philanthropic ac-
tivities of the royal family. It is inter-
esting 10 note, however, that the crea-
tion of the Mohamed Ali Philanthropic
Society was closely linked to another
major development in Egyptian soclety
that spanned the end of the 19th cen-
myandmcbegimﬁngofmezmhﬂlc
end of the haramlek — the place where
in the homes of
the aristocratic and middje classes. The
emergence of women into public life
began in the aristocratic and %:rr

classes. bm scoe extended to O
classes. in society, notably the middle
ian, merchant and ~ professional

devel t was the spread of wom-
en's education, beginning with the es-

irls. also founded by a member of
g ?or;sal family, the third wife of the
Khedive Ismajl. With the exception. of
a brief hiams after the 1882 British oc-
cupation of Egypt. schools for girls in-

decades in keeping with the

- concern for female education. In 1910,

founded. there were 445 students in the *

Sanniya and Abbas schools for girls

- T

idly over the succeeding
creased rapidly . crowing -

of the awareness of women's issues.
News of the accomplishments and en-
deavours of educated and working
womén enhanced the climate for the
emergénce of w:::len from the g:"e‘;-;
a developmenpt that was encoura,

as Refa’a Fl-Tahtawi and Qasem Amin,
two’ E'Dminent advocates of female

SIMANCIPARON.

Against this background, it was not
odd that a group entirely of
womén, working independently of male
backing, set about to establish a project
imended to benefit women and chil-
dren. The initiative came from Princess
Ain_Al-Hayat Hanem and the planning
commiittee was composed of “princess-

" es ang other women.” Al-Ahram said.
Inaddition to members of the mling

family and Turkish aristocracy, the
commystee incloded the wives of senior
govemmént officials and rural notables,

H women from the Armeirian
uommunity_and members of the Leb-
anese-Syrfan community. Of the latter

"was the: wife of Bichara Taqgla, the

founder of Al-Ahram. who eventually

took over the operations of the news-

paper after ber husband died. It also m-

ciuded 2 pumber of Ii;orl:glsi ::m:on:
! : ;

Sacidence, thesefore, bt the members

of the Mohamed Ali Society also in- -

cluded many of the women whose in-
flusnte exeended beyond the realm of
charitable endeavours. Among the most
fnotable wire Nezli Fadel Hanem who
foundad a literary salon that brought to-
gether some of the most influential fig-
wes io : jan Hhistory, T
g rhoss was. Sgad Zaghlul, and,
of course, Hoda Sharawi who led ﬂge
Women's gmancipﬂliﬂﬂ movement in
Egmpt. - .
he founders of the Mohamed Al
Philanthropic Society Jost Ex e
prnging their project to
March 1910, lg: than a month after
they anvounced their intention 10 create

[

build hospitals to encourage women 10
accept free health care and educate
mothers on the causes and prevention of
disease. child outrition, and other such
scientific and ical maners, onder
the auspices of female doctors and nurs-
es. It would also publish articles in the
newspapers, organise léctures, and dis-
tribute literamre so as to spread health
and sanitary awareness among all class-
¢s of the people and arange for home
calls to expectant women. .
Al-Ahram praised the forthcoming
project. “Tt will save the Lives of thon-
sands and thoosands of children who
barely open their eyes to this world be-
fore disease sirikes and deprives the
nation, indeed humamity. of their po~
temtial.”™ The also  ac-
kmowledges the class iadons of the
project’s founders when it adds, “The
noble women of Egypt bave. through
these efforts, demonstrated a degree of
poble refinement thar elevates them to
the ranks of men and civilised womenr
of the world, They will extend their ed-
ucation to the women of Egypt and

" drive away the pains and sorrows from

the homes and hearts of the poor.”

It was pot uniil Janvary of the fol-
lowing year, however, that the Mo-
bamed Ali society began to put its mis-
sion into practice. The nine-month
delay was evidently due to lack of
funds. Al-Akram reported that the so-
ciety had organised a lottery to raise
money for the sociery. The drawing
was beld it Omar Tousoun's palace in
Shobra and donors included *the Sal-
onika Tobacco Company which con-
tributed an abupdant quantity of its fa-
mous cigarettes.” The lottery must
have been successful, for shortly af-
terwards, on 16 Jannary 1911. the so-
ciety opened itg frst clinic. The open-
ing occasioned a prand inau
celebration attended by the kl'f:ll:jc
himself,

Slil],-inspiteofrhissucoess.rheso-
ciety continved to face problems of

had pledged a monthiy donarion and al-
though the other members of the so-
ciety were able to obmain coniributions
from their Lusbands and relarives. such
donatjons were insufficient tc enable
the society to attain its objectives. To
7aise money, therefore, the society con-
ceived of another venwre that would
link it 10 another phenomenon of 20th
century Egypt — the rise of the tourist
ind

ustry.

Ind:gd. the project was perhaps the
first tourist venture in modern Egyptian
history. Its purpose, as Al-Ahram re-
ports, was “10 augment the income of
the society by taking advantage of the
presence of foreign tourisis in Egypt
during the winter season and to bost
for them a unique and unprecedented
evening’s entertainment with all man-
ner of curiosity and fascinabion that
will bring cheer and contentment 0
their hearts and minds.”

The members of the socicty mobil-
ised mamy officials and dignitaries to
bring their scheme 1o light. Prince
Omar Tousoun “put his luxurions pal-
ace at the disposal of the society for
this noble and happy occasion.” The
palace was to be transformed into “an
exhibition in which will be displayed
precious jewels and stones and ancient
silver and pold brocade and rare shawls
inherited by the houses of Egyptian
and Onoman princes. In addition 10
these splendid objects the likes of
which have never been seen n Egyp-
tian soirees, many rooms of the palace
will be furnished in the old, raditional
styles, offering an accuraie repre-
sentation of the domestic life of the
women of those cras’;h on

The organisers sought to attract
cign toussls by recreating an oricntal
ammosphere and portraying the tradi-
tional customs :2:; a;!eremegra:fuallﬁ_ dlj;.
appearing, i y ife of the
harem ?hse go:ﬂﬁnes of which Egyptian
women had left behind.

The programms of the gala ¢vening

iowed by a sumptuous wedding feast
Meanwhile, in another room of the pal-
ace, Torkish dancers would entertain
the guesis “with assoried dances that
had long served to entertain the beauti-
ful princesses in their royal harems.”
And in a third room there would be “an
Egyptian coffechouse in which Egyp-
tian women would be wearing tradi-
dgonal costumes that are regretfully no
longer secn today. These women will
be serving the finest refreshments as
the guests arc enteriained by a musical
programme.” Finally, one reads that
only women would be permitted to at-
tend the gala evening. Tickets cost
LEL, a considerable shm at the time.
On 28 February 1910, the first tourist
a in ian history took place,

To IhEgggI?ght of Al-Akram and the
organisers of the gala at Touspun Pal-
ace, the soiree was a grear suceess. Per-
haps because of this. the officials of the
Mobamed Ali Society were encouraged
1o expand into another domain of social
services, Their choice fell on education,
and female education in particular.

Untl that time, female education
rarely extended beyond elementary
school. Apart from a handful of gradu-
ates from two govemment-sponsored
girls schools, more advanced levels of
education were only supplied by mis-
sionary schools and a few private girls®
schools.

Al-Ahram announced the society’s
new course of action with the headline,
“Female education and the Mohamed
Ali Philanthropic Society.” The article
explained that the society had decided
to venture into the field of educanon
afier having discovered in their ex-
g;ice of guiding mothers in the up-

inging of their children the extent of
the sad plight of the poor. “The of-
ficials of the society have come 10 the
conclusion that in order to lift these
women out of their degradation, they
should not only receive guidance but
the sceds of knowledge should be sewn

" head of Al-Ahram His-

dividuals keen on the elevation and ad-
vancement of their pation. The Mo-
hamed Ali Society depends on two
sources of income 1o enable it to
achieve its ends: individual charity and
government assistance.™

In March 1911 the society organ-
ised another tourist extravaganza, this
time in the Palace of Sidqi Pasha on
Falaki Street. Like the first gala. this
event created a climaie of oriental
luxury and featured singing. dancing,
a wedding procession, models of tra-
ditional Egyptian clothes, a charity
market and a lottery for gifts and do-
nations.

Again the féte was a great success.
The society acquired sufficient money
for the school which opened its doors
in February 1912. The school’s ob-
jectives were “to formulate the moral
aftributes of young women as regards
their person, their honour and their con-
science.” The curriculum included in-
struction in the knowledge and practice
of the Islamic religion, reading. writ-
ing, arithmetic, Arabic language, sew-
ing. washing, ironing, and household
cleaning. The new mstiution was a
boarding school “and provides all the
young women's needs for food, cloth-
ing, reading and sleeping.” It accepted
students between the ages 8 1o 12 “on
the condition thai they are i good
heaith and that their parents have a
clean moral record.”

‘With the school, Mohamed Al Phil-
anthropic Society not only proved itself
insyumenal in bringing women into
public life but it also ser several prec-
edents to be emulated by other E,
tian charity organisations in the field of
administration, fund-raising and, last
but oot least, diversification of activiry.

The author is a pro-
fassor of history and

fory Studies Centre.
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_Unfrgivable sins el

America is hard to read at the best of times. United States

President Bill Clinton, braving scandal at home, is poised 1o
order military action against Irag for Baghdad’s refusal to
cooperate with the United Nations. By sheer coincidence, a
Hollywood film entitled Wag the Dog, focusing on a lascivi-
ous president, 2 sex scandal and a phoney war aired on TV
to deflect attention from the scandal, was recently released.

Subjugating Iraq, however, is not 2 maner of rhetoric.
ghﬂdr?nﬂleam dymg.qumu?n'y'sfumrehmgsbyadnmd.

ne o mos! promising of Arab ecomomies is grinding to

a halt becanse it a “threat to Israel’s national secur-
ity™. The memory of Tragi Scuds falling on Istaeli cities is
sull fresh in many minds, In Washington and Tel Aviv, iraqi
impertinence is ap anforgivable sin.

/And s0 is perjury. Lying to the American people on tele-
Vviston is ot a crfiminal offense, but lying under oath is. it all
boils down 1o religion, afier ali. And religion is whas the
Middle East, the cradle of monotheism, is essentially abont.
Terrorists kill tourists in the name of religion. Zionists claim
Palestine in the name of religion.

But Mammion also comes inio play. Panla Jones is suing
for $2 miBlion. Former White House intern Monica Lewin-
sky will reveal everything “if she gets a promise of im-
munity,” says her lawyer William Ginsburg. Lucianne Gold-
berg, a literary agent who makes po secret of her ant-
Clinton animus, was behind the taping of Lewinsky's “con-
fessions™. Arab commentators may have picked up on the
names, bat this is not the point. Whether or not these key
players emerge from the Clinton saga triomphant, the Arabs
have nothing to gain from the scandal. Whether Demaocrat
or Republican, pro- or anti-Clinton, it is clear that the Jew-
ish lJobby still holds the reins in ‘Washi — and Ne-
tapyahn’s Israel will be the main beneficiary of Clinton’s
fall from grace.
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Egypt's move into the desert, away from
the narrow band of the Nile Valley, will
bring about an enormous transformation in
the life of this coumtry. It will open up
the possibility for comprehensive in-
novations in agriculture, industry, tourism
and public services, and, more far-
reaching yet, will bring into play a strong
pioneermg spirit that will engage the en-
tire nation in the effort to baild a new so-
ciety and to rejuvenate the over-popalated,
over-burdened Nile Valley.

The many lasge-scale projects required
to achieve these aspirations will extend
along two coordinates. The first begins in
southern Egypt, where strenuovs efforts
are being made to bring the waters of the
Nile into the Western Desert in onder to
create a new deita. The second is in the
Sinai, which will soon be fed by the wa-
ters of the Salam Canal. These two tra-
jectories, spanning Egypt’s African and
Asian extremities, will ensure a balanced
distribution of development activities and
permit the !_R:mum use of all of Egypt's
resources, anticipated enbancement
and expansion of our productive base, and
the concomitant demographic, technical
and economic transformations, shonld
equip Egypt to assume an economic den-
sity commensurate with its history.

The incursion into the desert is very
much in the spirit of the great national en-
terprises of Mohamed Ali, the Khedive Is-
mail and Gamal Abdel-Nasser. These
leaders, too. had a vision of engaging the
latest advancements in science and tech-
nology towards effecting a massive mod-
ernisation programvpe that wounld effect a
qualitative leap forward in Egypt's polit-
ical. economic, social and intelfectnal life.

The New Delia project represents just
such a projection, for the futore. It aims to
expand Egypr's inhabited sorface area to
25 per cent of the total, effecting, in the
process, vital demographic, economic, en-

The creation of a new
delta in the desert is part
of an on-going tradition
of modemisation that
extends back to
Mohamed Ali, writes

lbrahim Nafie

A pioneering pirit -

vironmental and social benefits. In addi-
tion to stimplating investment, the ng::t
should bring an additional 3.4 million fed-
dans under cuoltivation, draw approximately
3 million people away from the Nile Val-
ley and create at least 700,000 jobs.

The project offers a model for the co-
ordination and i.nte%hﬁlon of the public
and private sector. ile the government
will retain its fuandamental role in the man-
agement of water resources, it has opeaed
the doors to the private sector, providing it
with the
challenge. The government will act as stra-
tegic planuer, provider of essential infra-
structare and architect of the general
course of developmeni, the private sector
as investor, entrepreneur and Inpovator.

With the New Delta project, President
Hosni Mobarak will go down in history,
not only as the initiator of this large-scale
scheme to bring prosperity to fomure gen-
erations, but as a visionary with a aew
philozophy that conforms with the spirit of
the age and the demands of the future.
Yet, i5 frequently the case with any
newly conceived endeavour, this project,
too, has inspired impassioned coniroversy
and met with both excessive optimism and

ity to rise to this pew’

excessive pessimism. The debate, though,
must be tempered by several soberigg can~
siderations. i
Above all, we must ask ourselves wheth-
er Egypt can confinue to function and
w within the confines of the Nile Val-
Eyo. Over-population, environmental poliv-
tion and the comsequent atfrition on OUr
current urban, industrial and agricultural
infrastructure provide an obvious answer.
Compelling reglities in the Nile Valley
are pot the sole factors militating toward
the New Delta project. The area itself of-
fers highly promising 0po.ttsibi].it:e.t;, as has
been determined by 20 years of intensive
stady by scientists and technicians. The
era is in which pational projects can
be instituted for solely political considera-
tions with littie heed for the advice of ex-

It is important to mention that many of
the concerns that bave been voiced in the
recent debate over the project can be laid
to rest. With regard to finance, for ex-
ample, it has been estimated that the total
cost of ing the New Delta wiil
come to LE 300 miilion, 20 per cent of
which will be provided by the government
and the remainder by Egyptian, Arab and

Netanyahu and Clinton’s scandals

Mohamed Sid-Ahmed argues that although Clinton’s sex scandals are not nec-
essarily a conspiracy concocted against him, they have undeniably served Ne-
tanyahu’s line of implementing a Middle East settlement on his terms exclusively

Although I do not subscribe to conspiracy
theories, there are circumstapces where the
possibility of a conspiracy cannot be totally
discounted. A case in poit is the con-
venient timing of the announcement of Pres-
jdemt Clinten’s alleged sexual misconduct
with former White House intern Monica Le-
winsky, on 2] January, the day after Clin-
ton’s meeting with Netanyaha and one day
before his meeting with Arafat. It should be
remembered that during his meeting with the
American president, Netanyahn made ab-
solotely mo concessions on his un-
compromising stand, as though he koew
Clinton had no option but to force Arafat to
toe the [srasli line.

When asked before leaving for Washing-
ton whether he was worried that Clinton

though Clinton made no reference to the
closures concerning his private life during
their meeting, Netanyahu volunteered to talk
of his own sex scandal. apparendy to re-
assure Clinton but possibly also as a veiled
threat that he was in the know.

Hilary Clinton, who of course has every in-
terest ing her husband against
charges of infidelity, described the attack on
him as a “concerted effort to undermire his
legitimacy as president, to undo much of
what be has been able to accomplish, to at-
tack him personally when he counld not be
defeated politically”. According to most ob-
servers, Clinton is the most pro-Israeli pres-
ident in the History of the United States.
‘While this may be true, it is a fact that Clin-

ton has been less than whole-hearted in back-
ing Netaoyalm's line, possibly becanse he
believed the Rabin/Peres Yine served Israel’s
interest better.

Indeed, it was a line with which any Amer-
ican president could be comfortable, because
not only did it give the impression that the
peace process was moving forward, it also
mapaged to secure the two strategic imper-
%k;ael pomlicy Silllancl 2k
. : s . >
the stability of the crucial oil region in the
Arabiap peninsuia. Conversely, the Ne-
tanyahu line, which purports to consolidate
Israel's security, is achieving that objective
at the expense of the stability of the oil re-
gion. For the fact that it is based on Israel’s
total an ism'towards all Arab parties, in-
chuding Washington's allies, is oot lost on
Arab public opinion. However, the sex scan-
dal in which he is presently embroiled counld
indace Clinton into softening his position to-
wards Netanyahu still forther in the hope that
the latter would intercede on his behalf with
the Republicap majority in Congress.

Today there is a very real danger that Clin-
ton will be impeached as Nixon was after the
Watergate scandal. not because of moral con-
s:dﬂanonszgla:edmas:zmlnnsmndn?hn
on charges of perjury subornation of wii-
nesses. If Clinton is impeached, his Vice-
President Al Gore will replace him as pres-
ident becanse the charges are directed at
Clinton personally, not at his administration
or at the Democratic Party he represents. It
is no secret that Al Gore is even more pro-
Teraeli than his boss. Once again we are fac-
ing the spectacle of a Liknd government fall-
ing foul of an American administration: once
again it seems the difference will be resolved

The Press Thia Week | Shelving peace

Al-Gomhuria: “It has becomse clear that at a

time when the activities of pro-Zionist

have reached unprecedented heights, the U
during Netanyahu's tenure has shrunk. Isracl bas
chosen its own path and is no longer interested in
the ‘peace’ it once desired. It is regrettable that
have passed without there being any
pro in the Palestinian problem. the core of
the Middle East conflict, and it is most likely that
the US will ‘shelve’ the issue for the sake of

years

their blue-eyed boy, Netanyaho.™
(Samir Ragab, 23 January)

Akhbar El-Yom: “Nemnyahu took with him
to the US two victims of Palestinian guerritla op-
erations to demand blind sopport for Israel’s se-
curicy which is not really being threatened by
apyone. Alas, there is no one 1o remind him of
the three’ million homeless Palestinian refagees
who were expelled by the Israclis or the tens of
thousands of Intifada children who were killed or
wounded by Israeli bullets. They say that Ne-
tanyahu's US visit failed to achieve any progress
—- as was expected — but that Washington will
continue to apply pressure fo reach a solution.
What this really means is that the US will con-
Israel politically, militarily and
fingncially while asking for more concessions

tinue to

from the Palestinians and the Arabs.”
(Galel Aref 24 January)

Al-Ahram: “Tt is clear thet the US is out to :
nound Iraq until it divests it of all its military and Peace corpse? Or that he had succeeded in con-
ecopomic potential. If this is the case it is imper-
aive that Irag combat America’s hostile in-
tentions by agreeing to enforce all international

resolutions. And when the final

pre-
sented to the Security Council, the US will not
Trag in
and we

have a leg to stand on. Yes, we support

- jts strmggle to fift the siage imposed on it

call on the i leadership (o enforce

all inter-
national resolutions for the sake of the Iragi peo-

ple and the Arab nation.”
(Thsan Bakr, 25 January)

more sacrifices

il Netan £
blaming vahu for i

{Auda Butros Auda, 26 January}

he had no intention of

Rose El-Youssef: “The peace process has
ups ground to a halt becanse of Netanyabu’s- policies.
role The Palestinians have no choice before them but to
resist foreign occupation while extending ahand to a -
. suming their resistance to the occupation and offering
will bring peace closer to them and
Israclis as well. This is the only way 10 counter the
arrogance and stupidity of Netanyahm and others who
believe that ke is too lenient wilh the Palestinians!™
(Mahmoud El-Toharny, 26 January) | ’

Al-Arabi: “We in the Arab region are accustomed
to blaming the US (and previcusly imperialism), for
« And we have grown used to

ing the authority of
:ld%fthemmofmepmqpal' ipal canses of
continued US hostlity toward the Arab nation and
mfw!&rml?mﬁvﬁmﬁmmm

mability o governmeuts 1o respond to
challenges. This also encourages Netanyzha to pro-
ceed with bis Zionist policies with arrogance while
ignoring any Arab reaction. And the US remains con-
Dident that the Arabs have no will of their own aad
must lock 1o it to save them from Netanyahu!™

Al-Wafd: “The Clinton-Netanyahu meetin g has
ended and has achieved absolutely nothing. Did we
really expect Clinton to emerge from the meeting o
declare that he had succeeded in resuscitating the

vincing his Israeli ally to enforce all agreements
signed with the Palestinians? Nothing of the sort has
happened.Clmthasbeenv&rgclea_rinsayingm

his ally into of-

fering concessions to the Palestinians and that he ob-

jected to the word * * i is i
mind N, pressure’ in tobo, ‘With this in

in favour of the Israclis. There is a strong
sense of déja va as Clinton tecters on the
edge of an abyss: for it was not too long ago
that George Bush paid a heavy price for dar-
ing to suspend aid to israel for a few months
in ponishment for its settlement policy. it
was widely believed that this was one of the
main reasons he lost his bid for re-elecgon.
There are signs that Israel’s supporfers in
America will spare no effort to ensure that
the final stage of Palestinian-Isra¢li nego-
tiations will proceed according to the Israeli
bleeprint, not ‘in tenms of a historical com--

promise acceptable to both parties. " And. .
though, as I have stated eadier, I am not 3

partisan of the conspiracy theory, I have no
the 'mbf thei;l:mnyahu N
part govermment to
mobilise all sympathetic forces worldwide,
and to exploit those apparently hostile to Is-
rael, to ensure the impleméentation of “peace™
on Netanyaho's terms. " One example is the
way Israel is making Switzeérland eat hemble
pie, first with the Swiss banks scandal, more
recently by accusimng Switzerland. of mis-
treating Jews during the war. Another is the
Gerandy affair, which is being ased by pro-
Ysracli lobbics to muster support for Israel
The Arab defence of Garaudy, much of it due
to frustration at Israel’s uncompromising pol-
icies, is being beld np as evidence that they
him either for his conversion to Islam

or out of anti-Semitism, not of anti-Zionism.
A question worth asking is whether the
Arab parties are aware of what is really at
stoke with Netanyahu's present dtive and
whether they have given thought ta devising
a counter-strategy le of coping with the
challenge at a time the Arab-Israeli conflict is
reaching its most critical moment of trath

foreign investors. I arder to atract dhis
volume of foreign mvestmen, all aspectd
of the media — television, the press. sat-
llite communications — mast be brought

the extremes of temperature charactesistics
of Toshki. It is also argoed that the n-
itial cost of bringing a feddan of land -
der cultivation is LE36,000. While these
objsctions have a ceriain validity, modemn
technology should suffice to not oaly off-

A final objection was that it would-be
difficult to attract sufficient psople to the
area. Finmmcial incentives and other con-
cretel beneﬁls.th;al;egh shouid-qmr?:
people to CI bH] Vaarous
terprises thapﬂillmakeup!his
project.

1i woald do us all well to remoember that
the goal of moving out of the Nile Valley
merits the enthusiasm and collective <f-
forts of all Egyptians — scicnlists, en-
:  archit hers, urbem pl
ners, farmers, workers — in order that the
nation can face the challenges of the Zlst
century. _ N P
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Movable feasts

8

ies which canght onr fan-
: Tarkish delight stuffed with cream,
. couscous, candied apples. The clothes
-with which we refused 1o part the might

38
2
&

ric. I recall an outfit I received when 1

was ten or twelve. I loved it, and always

nlmi: iate it with happy times. [ kept it -

On ordinary days, I nonnally went with
pildl ”,YS a2lly

my

Cinema Olympia by tram. But one feast
day, we decided w0 treat ourselves to a
film st Cinema

the tme. We even took 2 horse-driven
carriage. But the camriage hit a child; and
Wwe speat the rest of the feast day at the po-
lice station,

Based on an interview by Mohamed Sal-

mawy.

and
But this is
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Close up

. answered, the night on

- suggest that ithe- Middle

states will oppose it unan-

* final reckoning. Clinion’s

29 January - 4 February 1998

\* )

Salama A. Salama
e ——

Lewinsky’s
peace

In the Arab world, the jo

vsually associated wi:h"my_
ligious and national celebra-
tions seems very far away.
The celebrations are damg.
eoed by the overwhelming
concerns and problems pla-
guing the region. Bimerly
aware of cument circum-
stances, ‘Arabs and Muos-
lims, on the eve of Eid Al-
Fiir, are prepering  half-

through™ the motions, it

On Laviat Ai-QOadr, the
al occasion on which
prayers are said o be

which Muskms for the
}_iberaﬁon of pl?zmsalem
rom Isrzeli occupation, and
for the-libemﬁonpm:)f Arab
land from Zionist conmol
and US complicity. Pres-
ident ‘.;mfa_t flew home
erain  hopelessly
timistic Arabs had be!ieggd;
that, since the US presidemt
was  personally involved
this time, the US ad-
ministration would certainly
have concrete inijtiatives
and suggestions, in addition
1o good will and a solid de-
termination to pursuade Ne-
tal_:yahu to honour his com-
mitments under the Osle
Accords. These optimists
entertained the hope that
thé peace process could be
pushed forwards, even a lit-
te., But the "scandal in

any hope that peace is at
hand. Arafat was met by a
womied and distraught man,
waiting for the sentence
which will determine his
fatre in the White House.
The only thing Clinton re-

_membered after the meet- |’

ings with Arafst and Ne-
tanyzhu was Netanyahu's
advice on the approach
Climton should adopt to ad-
dress bis personal lem, -
o Washington sgems to

East issue will be put on
hold once again uniil the-
US administration sorts ont.
its domestic crisis. Ne-

" tanyahv's government will |

certainly seize the delay wo
accelerate implementation.
of its plan to bury the peace
accords. Yet although Israel
has already reacted prompt-
ly. declaning that work on
the Jebel Abn Ghneim set-
dement in Jerpselem will
be resumed shortly, the Ar-
abs are still hoping against
hope. Hoping for what?
That the deletion or mod-
ification of a few items in
the Palestinian Charter (in
addition- I:cmr.hose abll:ag
dropped) will finally

correct answer, and will al-
low them to score at last.
The goalposts, however,
have already been moved

ly contingent op the out-
come of the mess in which
Clinton has landed himself?
According 1o certain an-
alysts, escalaring Ihl'Ba[S_Of
a military attack on Iraqg in-
dicaie the path Clinton will
take in a desperate attempi
to sweep this crisis under
the carpet. A military strike
would at least divert aten-
don from the sexual scan-
dals which have damaged
his image at home and glo-
bally. particularly in view
of the media’s fremzied at-
tention. The possibility of
his losing the presidency 1O
Al Gore seems increasingly
likely.

If this happens. not only
will the Middle East Issue

be placed on hoid in—-|— sequen

definutely, other reper
cussions affecting the over-
all simarion in the Middle
East can be expected as
well. ..
Ciearly, if the US decides
to launch an apack oo Iraq
ander the prewext 31[ ﬁ
arms  inspection P!
with UNSCOM . the Arab

jmously. as will China,
Russia and France. Yet the
US mey decide that the
opinion of the world com-
muni:y does not matler,

that an attack on B e
is the only way 1o P

thay Clinton’s problems do
not affect US foreign pol-
icy, oor the US siagce on
international issues. In the

crisis coutd prove beneficial
to lsrasl and Netanyahu,
and disastrous to the Mid-
dle East and the Arab world

(2
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Soapbor

Egypt’s foreign policy under Mubarak has played a critical
role in laying the foundations of Egypt’s long sought-afier
economic progress. An ambitious devel
been the cornerstone of Egypt’s industrial development.
The current policy has drawn many lessons from Egypt's
history. Egypt woday is rapidly joining the club of newly-
H industrialised countries. :

In this context, and in light of the most recent session of
the Egyptian-American Presidential Council. Egypt cannot
ignore the importance of developing further cooperation

/ with the US. Egypt’s stabie relations with the US, however,
~ . should not compromise regional stability. Egypt must try 1o
TR ’I : convey to Washington the fact that stability cannot be gaar-

A anteed without taking into account Arab interests. 1 is also
, ’ important for the Americans to understand that Egypt and
. p its rapidly developing industrial capacity. not Israel, is the
g >J’1 mainstay of economic¢ development and stability in the
T ¥ Middle East Cooperation with Egypl is essenlial for the

- ; achievement of a lasting peace, the promotion of regional
stability, and fighting terrorism.
< In spite of ofien srained relations between the US and
Egypt, especially after the Doha meeting, Washington and
Caro  should
tian-American Presidential Council is a
s forum in which Egypt and America can
join forces 1o ease tensions in the Middle
East and develop the full economic po-
sential of the region.

Egypt considers its alliance with
America a strategic one. Parmership
with the US is of critical imporiance to
the integration of both Egypt and the re-
o gion in the global economy.

Easing tensions

i policy has

work together. The Egyp-

W

- The problem is i

Will the peace process solve _
problems? No, e

writes Edward Said: this is e

our own fault, not theirs

Two comners of the Arab world have been very mmch on
my mind these past weeks: Algeria and Lebanon, The

former was once Synonymous with anticolonial re- -

sistance ang:mwmmmngandme wg?hnesshf : the latter with
openness, diversity Joy of bife. Yet both places
have gone horrendops  mansformations. The
Lebanese civil war lasted for almost twenty years, vir-
tually destroyed saciety, produced mneounted thousands
of dead innocents — mostly killed or massacred be-
cause of their religion — and then finally gave birth to a
so-called new Lebanon, in which many of the old prob-
lems have been swept under a carpet of cormption, fren-
zied, environmentally destructive building. and deep-
ening economic crisis. The poor are , the rich
richer, and all the old politicians and their supporiers re-
piain in e on almost entirely confessional grounds.
Almhasfamdjustas_}adly, buti;l::dgerim. per-

Inore agonising way, An ageing political oligarchy

over-from the days of anti-French struggle ried
the country for three decades after 1962, in the process

- bleeding it dry, extinguishing democracy, giving the
.. army the matn role in anthority and political life. Then

- in 1992, after the Islamic Salvation Front ip effect won
the elections, the resulis of those elections were nul-
lified by the 2y, and the Islamists — whose politics i

- have o Tové for — were declaréd oxitlaws; their Teaders -

failed, their organisations disbanded. Since tha time,

" 'Algeria has endured wave after wave of massacres, first
- ithe killing of intellectuals and artsts, then of journalists,

mast recently literally hundreds of innocent women and
children, killed in the most brutal and senseless way.
The government's position is ther all the killings are be-
ing done by renegade members of FIS. or the GAL
$§ﬂ=ls' .observers such as Anmesty Inter-
national have accused the government troops of taking
part in the killing, or of not deing anything to stop it
even though, in several instances, villagers have been
slanghtered right next 1o army posts, To make matters
woise, the government has made it almost impossibie
for foreign journalists to visit Algeria and.has mmed
down several offers of mediation from the Arab League,
the European Unijon, and the United Nations.

Are these twio cases Unique in the Arab world? Only
in degree, not in kind. Those of os who have fought for
Palestinian self-deterraination over the years have been
bitterly disappointed in the behaviour of Yasser Arafar's
Palestine Anthiority towands Tts own citizens. All the hu-
man rights groups have commented on the lawlessness,
corruption and sheer brutality of PA security men, many
of whom paradoxically were victims of Lsrael’s occupa-
tion policies. I recall 3 young man from Gaza, who now
worked for one of the securty forces in Ramallah, re-

the Arabs’

et | This week's Soapbox speaker is deputy

Taha
director of the Al-Ahram Centre for Po- Abdel-Alirn
lirical and Strategic Studies.

sponding to my shocked query abowt his activities as a
spy on. and inteyrogator of, his fellow students at Birzeit
University. He said, “tbhey [the Israelis] tortured me;
now it's my mn.” Every Arab country practices what
we ail demounce in Isrzel, namely physical coercion in
prisons, and all around Israel the signs of Arab in-
humanity o Arabs are plainly evident. Take as a very
simple, even trivial case: peaple arriving at the airport.
Almost without exception they are treated harshly and
in a hostile manner by their border police, as if it was
assumed that they were criminals and not citizens re-
orning to their bomes. Wherever one looks, the signs of
an absence of humanmity in the powerful towards the
weaker and the disadvaniaged stands out starkly. Tor-
e, MAsSSACcTEs, repression, ondemocratic practices: this
is what we Arabs have become known for.

It is no use siroply blaming Israel or imperialism for
this situation, even though they can be blamed in some
measure. Ne one dentes that Zionism bears an enor-
mous responsibility for the unhappy fate of the Pal-
estinian people since 1948, but Arabs — coilectively
and individoally — also bear responsibility. This was
dramatically apparent in a surprisingly frank and hu-
mane broadcast on 20 January by ABC tel-
evision. Apparently the reporter. Steve Lawtence, was
sent to Lebanon to report on the coumiry’s re-
construction but ended up reponing on the 350.000 (or
perhaps more) Palestinians now marconed there with-
out residence permits. unable to work (there are 95 dif-
ferent kinds of jobs which Palestinfans are forbidden by
law o undertake), unable to mavel, poor, desttuie, un-
cared for and generally in a pitiable, not 1o say dreadful,
state. Lawrence focuses on one refugee family in Sha-
tila camp. They are completely without hope. without
healdh, withoot money. The father tells how. when his
one-week-old son was gravely ill, he took the child o a
hospital for reamment That hospital referred him to a
charity institution, Hotel Dieu, which had a contract
with UNRWA to treat Palestinians. There the poor man
was told that he needed to pav $3.000 before the sick
baby could be treated. When Lawrence visited the hos-
pital to find owt exactly what happened he was first told

that the baby was indeed treated free of charge; later,
though. a hospital administrator admitted on camera
that “it was possible” that the baby had been mmed
away because he was Palestinian. Desperate, the man
took the dying child 1o Sidon, 50 miles away, but there
too he was asked to pay $1.000. Because he started to
cry. a hospital worker took pity and told him o leave
the baby for reamment but to come back with money the
next day. Since be had noe choice, the father did what he
was told; when he returned the next day, his child had
died. but a hospital official refused to give the body
‘back unless he was paid $220. As the disconsolate man
and his wife said 1o Lawrence, “death is bener than the
sort of life we have to lead bere.™

The story geis worse. The reporer pays a visit to the
prime minister, who says before the cameras that Leb-
anon is not responsible for the Palestinians; only lstael
is. [ quote verbagim from the u'anscrilpt:

Lawrence: s it fair for the bead of the Lebanese gov-
ernment to say ir’s not our problem?

Prime minister: You know, it depends how you putit
It depends how you put it Wi cannot integrate them in
the soctety. We cannot give them the Lebanese na-
tionality. We cannot consider them as Lebanese be-
cause they are not and. if we did 50, we feel that we are
implementing the plan of Israel.

Lawrence: Sa the refugees are stuck. Even Yasser Ar-
afat appears 1o have forgonten them. Financial aid from
the PL.O has been cut. Contributions from wealthy Arab
nations, once generous, are next (o nothing now.

It is particularly painful to witness such a scene on
American television, which is not known for its compas-
sion for Palestinian refugees. Certainly the brief epi-
sodes I have described do not begin o approach the ex-
baustive account of Palestinian life in Lebanon written
by Rosemary Sayigh, a truly superb scholar and compas-
sionate human being: her book, entitled Too Many En-
emies, is available from Zed Books. But the siory she
tells is pretty much the same as Lawrence's — a story
for which the usual excises and explanations will not
do. By the terms of Arab political logic, what the Leb-
anese prime minister says is unrenmarkable. perhaps even

umanity

acceptable. But by the terms of normal human logic, it is
profoundly cruel, which is the same attitude 1o be found
in every Arab couniry with a popalation of Palestinian
refugees who, except in Jordan. are largely weated as
non-persons, barely tolerated, officially stigmatised as
Palestinian aliens — yes, aliens. It remains for Arab po-
Litical discourse to explain saisfactorily how it is that the
humane treatment of refugees is equivalent to the imple-
mentation of Istael’s plan: I cannot understand it, and
certainly most ordinary human beings not privy 1o the
decep logic of statesmen and politicians cannot either. Is
there sorething particnlarly sinful or punishable about
being a Palestinion refugee? The pity and tragedy of it is
that even Palestinian leaders seem not 10 care about the
destitute people they claim 1o be representing in talks
with the World Bank or President Clinton.

Or consider Iraq. Understandably, Saddam Hussein
does not want to submit to Unjted States bullying. But
he did invade and attempt w obliterate Kuwait, he de-
liberately provoked a costly and ultimately useless war
and. by going on as he has, be has cansed enormous suf-
fering for his people, the most innocent of whom (chil-
dren, the sick and aged) have paid and continue to pay
the price of his folly. Is the safeguanding of Iraq's total-
ly ineffective military assets worth such inhumanity,
such as callous disregard of human life, even as more
presidential palaces are built and “protected™?

There is a coarse inhumanity to our public life that is
deeply shocking. We have not paid sufficient atrention
to the liberal and humanistic education of our young
people nor, alas, to the real priorities for our national in-
stittions. The inhumanity of colonialism is replicated,
indeed reproduced in our societies two generations after
the end of colonialisrn. The distortions of Zionism have
not been rectified by our various national reovements,
which have glorified raw power, a blind subservience to
authority. and a truly frightening hatred of others into
practices that are taking us back inexorably into the
Middle Ages. In the name of what? Cenainly not free-
dom., since we have far less of it now than we did fifty
years ago. In the name of sovereignty and national uni-
ty? Centainly not: Arabs are more divided and penetrat-
ed than ever. Development and democracy? Of course
not. What then? I am afratd to say it but the conclusion
is inescapable: in the name of inhumanity. That is onr
problem: our inability collectively and individually 10
treat ourselves as human beings deserve to be treated, as
citizens whose lives are intrinsically important and val-
uable. How is the so-called peace process going to help
us achieve this basic level of decency and humanity?
Obviously it cannot, since the problem begins at home.
The sooner we acknowledge that, the befter for us.

An ethics of the future

Between the social compact and utopia, we must act “in time”, writes Jerome Binde

Modem societies suffer from a distorted relationship
to time. A major- contradiction is at work: on one
hand. societies need to project themselves into the fu-
ture i order 1o survive and prosper; oo the other, they
must increasingly act in “real ime” and adopt shor-
tern-srategies, There is no escape, it seems, from the
tyrauny of emergency: financial markets, the media,
politics (especidlly come election time) and develop-
ment aid all march 1o the same tune. For Dilbert, the
cartoon character lost in his cubicle world, the horizon
of modern societies has shrunk in ime and space. En-
tire systems of thought and long-term representation
seem to have collapsed and, with them, the references
to the idea of a common project. Emergency has be-

- come "2 mode of destruction of time. an active nega-

son of utopia™ (Zaki Laidi), one with ominous con-
po ces. l::l'm.’«.ll over the world™, t;:ll?larks Federico
Mavor, director-geperal of the Uni ations Educa-
.soﬁ.r Scientific snd Culmral  Organisation

CO). “the citizens of today are claiming rights
over the citizens of tomorrow, threatening their well-
being and at times their lives.”

Far from being a passing phenomenon. the logic ::‘-

emergency is fast-becoming a permanent feature
our su'igﬁ and our policies, affecting all social pro-
cesses and demanding immediate results. And yet, as
evidenced by the contradictions of humanitarian aid
or.-in Europe, of the struggle against wiemployment,
it is at best omclear what jmpact this emphasis on
short-ferm and emergency measures can have on long-
term problems.

REHABILITATING THE LONG TERM: How can
we rebuild a sense of time in an age of accelerated
change and globalisadon? Two obstacles stand im the
way. One is the ethical dominance of the social con-
wact model, which establishes reciprocal obligations
Berwesn < 1as bt fails to provide for futre
generaﬁons.Ane;hicsofd:eﬁmn'gwould.onmemn-
trary. broaden the ethical community [0 SnCOMpAsS fu-
wure citizens, with whom we enteriain a totaily asym-
meurcal relationship, as suggested by the Belgian

ilosopher Francois Ost. Another obstacle is what
ope could call the “time myopia™ of today, which sep-
arates us both from our past and our future. More and

more, especially in the West, the acceleration of
change is used as an excuse io legitimise our blind-
ness to the foture or to claim that the future is un-
thinkable. Is it a surprise, then, that our future-
deprived societies should cling to the mono of flex-
ibility? “The culre of the ‘just in time” finds itself
increasingly at odds with that of the long term. which
as yet remains the only context in which genuine de-
velopment strategies can be implemented.™ notes the
French foturist Hugues de Jouvenel.

Rehabilitating the long term means that social
players and decision-makers will have 1o stop Ln-
kering with the present and start anticipating. The fate
of fiture generations will increasingly depend on our
ability to encich the present with a long-term vision.
What is required is not new. “The ethics of the fu-
wre™, says Federico Mayor. “is an ethics of farmers. It
consisis in Gansmiiting a heritape.” The re-
inforcement of anticipation and future-oriented stra-
tegic planning capacities is therefore a priority for
Bovernments, intemational organisations. scienfific in-
stinutions, social players and the private sector.

UNESCO has taken steps in that direction by seing
up the Analysis and Forecasting Unit: with the coop-
eration of Candido Mendes, president of the Senior
Board of the International Social Sciences Council. it
convened an international meeting in July 1997 in Rio
de Janeiro on “the ethics of the future™. UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan recently set up within his office a
Strategic Planning Unit. charged with identifying
emerging global treads and issues. He also proposed
the convening in 2000 of a Millennium Assembly to
prepare for the 21st century.

But we need to plan further. As Mayor has stated.
“If we do not act ‘in time’, fuiure senerations will not
have tha time 1o act st all: they will become prisoners
of processes that will bave become unmanageable™ —
population growth, degradation of the global environ-
meni, growing inequalities batween North and South
and within societies, rampant social and urban apart-
heid, threats 1o democracy, ubiquitous mafia control,
an incregsing gap berween “info-rich™ and ~“info-
poor”™. “Tomarrow is always too fate™, Five years af-
ter the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio, Agenda 2I re-
mains, for the most part, a dead letter, if we except the

timid advances registered at the Kyoto Summit. Some
have spoken of “Rio plus five”. Shouldn’t we rather
say “Rio minus five™? How long can we afford the
luxury of inaction? What price for inertia? Isn’t it
time for an ethics of the future?

VALUES AND POLITICS: Responsibility, pre-
caution, heritage: bnilding an ethics of the future en-
tails a radical evolution in oor undesstanding of these

ke .

4 sibiliy traditicnally related to past actions
only, It should now also be turned woward the distant
future, as Hans Jonas suggested in The Responsibility
Principle. What has been entrusted to us by nature
and past penerations is fundamentally fragile and per-
ishable: life, the earth, the city itself. Our sense of re-
sponsibility toward them is a condition of their sur-
vival, Indeed, no institutional sysiem can endure “if it
is not supported by a will to live together... When thig
will collapses, the political organisation unravels, and
quickly™ (Paul Ricoeur).

In similar Fashion, the principle of precaution has
oow becorme an accepied staple of international nego-
tatons. Strategic planning and anticipation must m-
deed leamn 1o take into account the unlikely, the un-
certain, even the unforeseeable — in a word, leam o
manage risk.

Heritage is somel.’nin% we build daily: “our heritage
is not willed to us™, a French poet wisely wrote after
World War I1. Its role in human affairs is not so much
to Iransmit objects or to perpemate values, as it is “1o
establish a dynamic gense of solidarity between gen-
erations, that is 10 give a meaning 10 the perpetuation
of the human species™ (Martine Remond-Gouilloud).

In this perspective. the meaning of heritage extends
beyond stones. It encornpasses the intangible and the
symbolic, the cthical, the ecological, the genetic. With
this in mind, UNESCO's International Bioethics
Committee has p a draft Declaration on the

jon of the hurnan genome which will be sub-
minted to UNESCO's General Conference in October.
Heritage thus becomes a foundation of human re-
sponsibility toward future generations, provided it is
conceived as a living reasure, for "in the absence of a
link between the past and the future, any reference to

tradition is doomed to appear as an ideological con-
gel;!l. or worse as a regressive fundamentalism™ (F.
)- -

These principles, and others, should guide our
thoughis as we approach the 2ist century. As the sev-
enicenth-cenfury French philosopher Pascal wirote:
“Let us endeavour to think well: here is the principle
of morals.” Between the social compact and utopia,
we must steer a path that will bring closer to us the ho-
rizon of the furure, through the designing of inter-
mediate projects still within our reach. *We are -hur-
tling into the future, without any brakes and in
conditions of zero visibility. Yet, the faster a car goes,
the brighter its headlights must be,” Federico Mayor
hag wamed.

Caring about the future has profound political im-
plications. Everywhere, the crisis of politics has co-
incided with a “crisis of the future™. Time has core (o
remind ourselves of Max Weber's wamning that “the
proper business of the political leader is the future and
responsibility toward the fumire,™ that the business of
politics is to manage time. An ethics of the furure is
simply an ethics of time, which rehabilitates not only
the future, but also the past and present. Indeed, our
behaviour toward the living is usually ‘correlated with
owr behaviour toward past and future generations,
Those who ignore the plight of the poor and the ex-
cluded are usually those who wm a2 blind eye 1o dis-
appearing Tanguages or ignore the hole in the ozone
layer, Sharing with present generations and caring for
future generations are intimately related.

An ethics of the future will be usefess if it is not
wanslaied imto educational, scientific, technological,
economic, financial and political measures, laying the
foundations for genuinely human, sustainable de-
velopment. For millions of buman beings, an ethics of
the farure would bring the promises of the future, and
some very concrete results, closer to the present. As
Craig Kielburger. the 14-year-old [ounder of Free the
Children. put it- “It also takes a child to raise a vil-
lage.” To paraphrase a great lawyer. the future de-
layed 13 the future denied.

The wriler is the direcior of the Analvsis and Fore.
casting Unit at UNESCO.
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Moisexev Dance Cempany: Cairp
Opera House: Main Aall. Cuiro Op-
erd Honse; 20 Jun

In war or peace. revoledon or con-
flagration. when Russians dance the
norm has split and matedality is put
w shame. When that special at-
mosphere 13 loose in the air fire is in
the limbs. And so it is at the Cairo
Opera as the Moisevev Company
take to the stage.

Comparisons are unnecessary. Just
warch., They have. almost as birth-
right. a quality that has no name. For
the sake of convenience call it feeling
— though really it is the true spirit of
the dunce. Such power Is desguctive.
Like the conclusion of Toscanini con-
ducting. one feels such revelations
have been produced that it mateers not
an iota should the theatre fall down.

The dancing of the Moisevev ex-
pledes all formality. They dance to
the very brink of their existence. It is
unseifish. noble and has nothing 1o
do wiih athleticism.

As a group they have performed
everywhere: nimeless and  in-
exhaustible. The group encompasses.
though lightly. the entire historv of
Russia. from the Arctic Circle to the
Black Sea. from the Gniest village 10
Catherine the Grear's St Petersburg.
In peace or war they hurl themselves
into routines which simply tell the
story of Russia. a storv that is really
not simple at all. The fist of their tour
wiumphs seems to leave out only
Timbuktu, Let the good townsfolk of
that city wait. for it {s certain that
some day the dancers of the Mloi-
seyev will descend on them and noth-
ing will be the same again.

The programme covers intimate
scenes — boy meets girl, cute and
early Disney, though it soon flares up
imo girl dumps boy. leaving him to
fly off and chase other flames. Such
episndes are the only weak spots in a
show whose view of history is per-
haps a linle wite and which. in per-
formance. reduces the distaff’ side to
passive. near, sweet step making.
There are no glamour queens in this
company. It is, in reality. an all male

City on

screen

Alexandria has starred as

backdrop in many of this
year's Ramadan soaps.

Khairiya El-Bishlawi

examines the enduring,

cinematic presence of the city

Music

David Blake sees the cauldron bubble

show. and the dancers seem to refish
this with a devilish abandon. Nothing
is too much for them. Roll up. roll up
1o see what cannot be done and they
will do it This is hard on the ladies.
all of whont are 1ll and one suspects
eager o get a livde more of the spat-
light. Yetr thev are left like chaste
belles. never leaving the security of
the chorus line.

Men. men. men evernvwhere — in
the air. on the floor. in dozzling army
uniforms. in rags and riches. in s¢ene
after scene. One section of the show
— “Partisans”. choreagraphed by
T{zor Muoisevey himself. wis stunning.
The army. all in black. ride or gallop
on siage in huge cloaks thar cover
them entirely snd mail behind in pre-
posterous billows. The show never
balts an instunt. The energy output
must be ferocious. They banle. joste.
srrut and presumably  slay. always
fiercely army proper. A stvle and a
history is presented. and it comes
from Catherine’s Russia. from a ime
when Gregori Qrlov managed fan-
tastical leaps from bed to saddle in a
single stride. Cinematic in the simple
fury of its movements, ~Partisans™
leaves the audience wondering just
where we are. Is this imperiaf Russia
or Stalin’s? No mater. and no com-
ment QL is the bovs who count. They
o through hair-mising routines. to
the brink of disuster. Only the Beijing
Operu or the Abdadas. who ride their
galloping camels bare-backed and
standing can match this company for
throwaway daring. The audience
leaves the auditorium feeling rather
less than inadequate.

As the shaw progresses it gels bet-
ter and more empestuous. The com-
pany have long lines of dance com-
munication.  Some  pieces develop
flamence tendencies. slamping into
full Spanish dance. The Kalmuk
Dances. {rom the steppes at the
mouth of the Volga. begin quiedy
enough. Then the charcography gives
the company an opportunity to dis-
play its versatility. They iransform. in

tuens. into eagles. seabirds plunging
for fish. deer and finally battiing
bulls.

The Ajartan War Dance comes
from the Caucasian mountains. They
dance to the dole, a twangy. bitter-
tasting instrument. The rhythms daz-
zle. like hail falling on a tin roaf.
Moldavia — the word rolls of the
wngue. The Moldavian Dance is
equally splendid. And at last the men
give way. There are black flowing
head-dresses and an absence of the
cule and cosy as the women of the
traop let loose a riot of movement.
from I¥ric to speed racing.

As a change from the endless tur-
mail of the dancing. came a shon
dance called "Old City Quadrille™.
Two barrel chested young men cruise
the vity fair with their girls. They. not
the girls, do the showing off. The
clock stops a bit here.  Russia is not
like this anvmore. though the sound
of the balalaika is. It's thrilling
swoon is limeless. and resonates
throughoui the human comedy.

Suddenly the stage fills with sail-
ors. rosy cheeked, dressed as sailars
always are, and camp as a row of
tents. What do they do at sea. these
lads. Here, at least, they dance. Sail-
ors tend to hate the sea. Fonunately
there is not much sea in this ballew
but plenty of sailors. The stage fills
with long lines of them. stretching
and rwisting with remarkable agility.
The wnes played for this dance are
jaunty and seaworthy. Moisevev’s in-
vention is endless. as is the elevation.
The precision and technical poise are
peerless. Fascination mounts frying
to count the lines. You can't. they
move loo guickly.

It has a pounding thrill. like a
Broadway musical. Chorus Line will
do. or bener still the great Busby
Berkelev Gold Diggers of Broadway
musicals. Could anyone do it better?
They set the cold geametry of dance
on fire. No one wanted it to stop.
They kept on moving like light flash-
es until the sellout audience stands

[oquog juelg :oi0d

temple

and applauds.

For sheer beauty and pleasure
“Gypsies™ is hard to beat It opens
with the best dresses of the evening.
Spectacular. oriental, we are in Bes-
sarabia, on the borders of Rumania
Then out of the shadows emerge the
men, like golden slaves. extras from a
Scherezade orgy. The dance reaches a
frenzy. The ballet is beautifully
dressed. and there Is amazement at
the stretches of palpable gold.

You might be forgiven for thinking,
as each new section begins, that the
standard will not be maintained, that
they will lunguish and loose their im-
maculate flourish. But each piece
seems to get bener. The daacers are
inspired by their own expertise. What
practice. work and dedication. How
high the master of it all sets his stan-
dards, What blood-stained labour
goes into the apparently casy. almost
laconic style of dancing? In “Gyp-
sics” the women finally get their
chance. Bathed in gold. shimmering,
the orchestra is pur through its paces.
The orchestral director is Anatoli
Gaus. the concert master Roman Ko-
lobkov. Anna Pewrova is responsible
for costumes. Sergei [golkin the boot
maker, creator of the marvelous foot-
wear on which the entire show rests.

There comes a Planter Dance from
Uzbekistan. a solo with a carpet mer-
chant in noble stripes. And then
comes 2 wrestling number. “Two
Boys in a Fight”, from the Nanayan
peaple. wha inhakit the frozen north.
They wrestle themselves all over the
stage. almost into the orchestra pit.
And then the suwrprise ending. The
costume is removed to reveal that
these two wrestlers are actually one.

So to “Gopak™. the folkloric centre
of all Russtan dance, the most dif-
ficult. complicated, gravity-defying
one of all. It is full of the kind of feats
only Russians will attempt. [t comes
from the Ukraine. this dance of cel-
ebration and joy. Moiseyev has cho-
reographed several versions of the
“Gopak™ The one presenied is ex-
traordinary, And all we can do is
thank Moiseyev, and hope God bless-
es all his children.

It is not ondy British novelist
Lawrence Dumell’s  Adex-
amdrio  Quarter that cel-
gbrates the Meditcmanean
city. which figures as a sel-
ting, a1 times even & pro-
tagonist. in the art of Egvp-
tians such as Naguib
Mahfouz. Edwar El-Kharrat
Abdel-Hamid Gouda El-
Sahhar, Albert Cosseiry, Os-
sauma Anwar Okasha Ib-
rahim Abde!-Mezuid, Gamil
Attiya, Hossameddin Mus-
tafa and Youssef Chahine,
among so many others. It
should come as no real sur-
prise. then, that the real star
of this Ramadan’s television
serials is none other than the
city itself. In three serials. at
least. Al-Taw'am {The
Twinsl, Al-Shari® Al-Gadid
iThe New Sueel). and Zi-
Ziniq. it is Em Medit::rrmtlica:
rt, and Egypt's ome Oim
sp::mmer capci?ar?. that is the
prolagonist. . )
Theee is much with which
o take issue in Zicinic. nol
least the misguided casting

of undoubtedly good actors.
and e fearsomely  un-
convincing make-up. How-
ever. the mise-en-scéne and
choice of settings. which are
very Faithful to the spirit of
Alexandria, manage o carry
the day. Likewise. Ossama
Anwar Okashas charuwcter-
isation and dialogue could
not be more evocatve. Oka-
sha. through the chamcters.
accentuates the hybrid and
cosmopolitan nature of 1930
Alexandrita: there is Bishr
Amer, with an Egyptiun mer-
chant father and an ltaliun
aristocratic muther, Aida. the
young divorcec. whose Ar-
abic is tinged with a French
accent and who befriends the
Iualian Sylvana, Rena. the
Greek gitl who falls in love
with the son of the coffe-
house owner and joins an un-
derground anti-British move-
ment where she meets fellow
comrade Badi'a Asfour. hith-
eriv a bellydancer.

Any Egyptian who purpons
to show Alexandria on screen

cannal help being indehted
w0 Youssel Chahine, Grant-
ed. there have been other
Egvptian ftims about andfor
sel in Alexandra. not least
among them the film version
of Naguib Mahfouz™ AMir-
ampr (1969), with its un-
fargetiable and highly al-
legorical  tensions  between
Zohra, the peasant gid. on
the one hand, and the varous
residents of the pension.
from Mariana the Greek pro-
prielor o representatives of
the feudal land-owners, the
socialists, revolutionaries
and so on.

Yai, the most memorable
filmic renditions of the city
have to be Chahine's auto-
biographicul  wilogy,  Js-
kenderiva Leih 1Alexandnia.
Why?). Haddvura  Masrivu
tAn Egyptan Tale) and Is-
kenderiva Kamen We Ramun
iAlexandrie Encore et Tou-
jours) wherc Alexandra is
not only a moving force, but
furms the censciousness of
Chahine’s portrait of the ar-

ist as a young man. There is
no doubt. furthermore, that
both Chahine and Okasha
have read The Alexandria
Quartet and found in it a
complex objective comrelative
for the prismatic nature of
the citv. It should be pointed
out here. though, that both
Okasha and Chahine bhave an
edge over Durrell which they
manipulate to great ad-
vantage: both being “native”
Alexandrians, they have a
knowledge of the city to
which he could pever aspire.
The action in Durreil. for ex-
ample. is mostly set in the
fashionable, elite districls of
Alexandria from which it
cnly 0 move (o
equally fashionable and elite
beaches. with an occasional
visit 1o the “Arab quarter” —
a highly exoticised version
characterised by the lewd.
Dionysian practices of the
natives,

In Alexandria, Why? the
sea is seep both as iwelf, and
also as a beckoning remma-

tion to get away, to ride the
waves. a5 {t were, 1o agother
shore — the “dream factory™
of Hollywood. In Alexandrie
Encore et Toujours. we meet
with ancient Alexandda, the
city of Alexander the Great
and Cleopatra. as a couater-
point to the trauma of crea-
tion which the artist-hero of
the fiim faces.

Alexandrie Encore et Tiu-
Jours was made in 1990 and,
at the close of the ninclies,
Okasha revisits the same ter-
rain, both the physical city
and the many themes that
have come to form its myth,
not least among them the
bubbling, under the surface
underground movement as-
pect. He takes us not only to
the eponymous district of Zi-
Zinia. but also 0 more pop-
uar areas of the city like
Karmouz  and  Manshiva
And in drawing his prismatic
portrait of the city, Okasha
to has pajd homage w the
meling pot that is Alex-
andria.

EXHIBITIONS
]

Kamal Khalifa

Espace Gallery. | El-
Sherifein 81, Downtawn. Tel
393 /699, Daily 10am-2pmn
& 7.30pm-1030pm: Fri
7.30pm-10.30pm.  Until 13
Feb.

Hamdi Abdaflah (Draw-
ings) & Fathy Ahmed
{Pain(ings)

Extra Gallery. 3 El-Nessim
St corner of Montaza St
Zamalek. Tel 340 6293
Opening 4 Feh. 7pnt. Daily
exc Sun, 10.30am-2pm &
Spm-Spm. Until 21 Feb,

Margo Yeillon
Cairo-Beriin Gallery, 17
Youssef El-Guindi St Buab
El-loug. Tel 393 1764
Opening 3 Feb. Daily exc
Sun, 10am-2pm & Spm-Spm.
Unril 25 Feb.

Paintings under the title
L'Image du Reve etL de
L Imagination.

Jeanette EI-Wakeel

Sony Gallery, American Uni-
versity in Caire, Main Cam-
pus, El-Sheikh Rihan St Tel
357 5424. Opening 2 Feb,
7pm. Daily exe Fri & Sai,
9am-12pm & 6pm-9pm. Un-
il 26 Feh,

Thirty-six  colour  photo-
graphs by the American pho-
tographer pontraying life. es-
pecially of children. on the
streets, Janes, fields and mar-
ketplaces in and around Cai-
ro.

Museum of Modern Egyp-
tian Art

Opera House Grounds, Ge-
dira. Tel 342 0601. Daily exc
Man, 10am-lpm & 5Spm-

Spim. .

A permanent display of
paintings and sculpture chart-
ing the modem art movement
in Egypt.

Pyr- |5 s

amids, 9 Mah-
moud  Al-Guindi
8, Gima.
A museum de
voled to the paint-
ings of Mohamed &
Nagui 11888-
1956).

Mahmound Mukh-
tar Museum

Tahrir 5t Gezira.
Daily exc Sun and |

Mon, Yam- ¥
1.30pm.

Permanent collec-

tion of works by

the sculptor Mah- |

moud Mukhtar.

FILMS

M

Commercial cinemas change
their programmes  every
Monday. The information
provided is valid through lo
Surnday after which it is wise
to check with the cinemas.
Arabic films are seldom sub-

ritled. For information. con-
ract the venue.

Ressala Dla Al-Wali (Mes-
sage 1o the Wali)
Drive In, entrance of El-
Shoreug City, Cairo-Ismailia
desert road. Tel 012-21%
0331, Daily 6.30pm &
9.30pm; Thur & Fri mid-
night show. Metro, 35 Talaar
Harb St, Downtown. Tel 393
3897. Daily [0am. Ipm,
3pm. 6pm & 9pm. Remsis
Hilton I. Corniche EI-Nil St.
Tel 574 7435. Daily 1.30pm.
330pm & 630pm. El-
Haram, Ei-Haram 51, Giza.
Tel 385 8358. Deailv !0am,
lpm, 3pm, G6pm & Spm
MGM, Kollevat El-Nasr Sq,
?lotzadi. Tel 352 3066. Daily
m, lpm. 3pm. 6pm &
9pm. Jahrir, 112 Tahrir 51,
Dokki. Tel 335 4735. Daily
3pm & 9pm. Odeon I. 4 Dr
Andel-Hamid Said St, Down-
town. Tel 575 8797. Daily
10.30am. 2.30pm, 5.30pm &
830pm. Cosmmos 1, 12 Em-
adeddin 5. Downtown. Tel
779 537. Daily i0am, lpm,
3pm, G6pm & 9pm. Roxy,

Listings

ipm. 6pm & 9pm. El-Salam.
6§ Abdel-Hamid Badawi _.El.‘
Heliopolis, Tel 293 [07C.
Duile  3.30pm. 6.30pm &
v, 3ipm. .
“.:m]' Ade] Imam and Youss-
ra. directed by Sherif Arafa,

Tamania wa Arbe'in Sau Fi
Isra’il (45§ Hours in Israel)
Cairo Sheraton, £l-Galaa S,
Gi-a. Tel 360 6081, Daily
10.30am. lpm. 3pm, Gpm.
9pm £ micnight. Odeon U1,
£ Dr Abdel-Hamid Said St.
Downtouwn. Tel 575 8797
Daily  10.30am., 2.30pm,
530pm & 830pm.  Nor-
mandy. 31 El-Ahram St, He-
tiopolis. Tel 258 0254, Daily
12.30pm. 330pm. 6.30pm &
9_30pm. Cosmos II, {2 Em-
adeddin St Downtown, Tel
779 537, Daily I0am. 1pm,
3pm. 6pm & 9pm. Diana. i7
El-Alfi 5. Emadeddin, Down-
town. Tel 592 4727. Daily,
f0am. ipm. 3pm, 6pm &
9pm. Rivoli I, 26 July S,
Downtown. Tel 575 5053.
Daily Ipm. 3.30pm, 6.30pm
& 9.30pm. Sphinx, Sphinx
5g. Mohandessin 7:el 46
4017 Daily Spm. Karim 1, i5
Emadeddin  5t. Downrlown.
Tel 592 4830 D.;H_v T0am,
Ipm. 3pm. Gpm & Ypm.

m Pfars'ia Fél-Guidp.i and Fa-
rouq El-Fishawi. directed by
Nader Galal.

Hysteria

Odeon i1, 4 Dr Abdel-Hamid
Said St. Downrown. Tel 575
8797. Daily  10.30am,
2.30pm, 5.30pm & 8.30pm
Lide, 22 Enwudeddin 5t
Downtown. Tel 593 4284,
Daily 10am, Ipm. 3pm, Gpm
& Spm. Migmi, 38 Talaat
Harbk 8§t Downtown. Daily
i0am, Ipm. 3pm, fpm &
9pm. Remsis Hilton I, Cor-
niche EI-Nil St. Tel 574 7436.

Daily 10.30am. 1.30pm,
330pm, 6.30pm, 9.30pm &
midnight.

With Ahmed Zaki and Abia

chestra :
Main Hall, Opere Hoeaw .

Ge=ira. Tel 381 2928, 4 Fre
8pm. ,

Performing Moussorsky s A
Night on a Bold Mounist,
Becthoven's Concerto for Pi-

ano and Orchestra and Tehai-

kovsky's Symphony Ne. L.

THEATRE

A

El-Tayeb Wel-Sherrir 1The
Good and The Bad)
ELSalam Theatre. Gasr El-
Aini 5. Tel 355 2484 Dathy.

{0pm. _

Yehia El-Fakharani, Sawsan
Badr, Mohamed Metwalli and
Saved Azmi perform under
the direction of Ahmed Ab-
del-Halim. in a play scripted
by Alfred Faog with songs
writicn by Gamal Bekhit.

Ballo (Fanfare)

Mazdinet Nasr Theatre. Nasr
Cirn. Tel 407 0804, Daify
8.30pm; Thur. 9.30pm

With Salah El-Saadani, Sa-
mah Anwar, Mahmoud El-
Guendi. Ashraf Abdel-Bagi.
Hala Fakher. Hussein El-
froam. Hassan El-Asmar and
Sommava.

Alshom Eg'aloh Kheir
(May All End Well)

houriva St. Abdin. Tel 390
7707. Daily 9.30pm.

Scripted by Lenin El-Ramly,
with poetry by Saved Hegab.
the play is directed by Mohs-
sen Helmy. With Al El-
Haggar, Rania Farid Shawgi.
Ashraf Abdel-Ghafour, Ab-
del-Rahman Abu Zahra.

Alabanda
El-Fardous Yheatre. El-
Beguth Syq. Tel 82 3017
Dily 8.30pm; Thur 9.30pm.
With beliydancer Dina. Mona
Abdel-Ghani, Sherif Mounir.
Mohamed Heneidi. Alaa Wa-
leieddin. Magda Zaki. Magda
Zaki, Ahmed El-

e
Kamel, directed by Adel
Adib.

Ismailiz Rayeh Gaey (Is-
mailia Back and Forth)
Rivoli I, 26 July St Down-
town. Tel 575 5053. Daily
Ipm, 3.30pm, 6.30pm. 8pm &
10pm. Earim II, 15 Em-
adeddin - 51, Downtown. Tel
592 #830. Daily 10am, 1pm,
3pm, 6pm & 9pm.

The largest box-office hit in
the history of Egyptian cin-
ema, with Hanan Tork,
Khaled El-Nabawi., Mo~
bamed Heneidi and singer
Mohamed Fouad.

DANCE
[

The Moiseyev Dance Com-

pany

Mein Hall, Opera House,
Gegira, Tel 341 2036, Uniif
29 Jan, 8pm. For the exact
time, check the venue,
Performing the Russian
dance, the Kalmyk dance, the
Belorussian comic dance, the
Yurochka gypsy dance. the
Finnish polka, the Gopak Uk-

ranian folk dance and the .

Egyptian dance,

MuUSsIC
]

National Arabic Music En-
semble

Gomhouriva Theatre, Gom-

| Sagga, Ahmed Aql
and Hani Ramzi.

Essha Ya Nayem
{(Wake Up. Sleepy
Head}
El-Talia. Zaki To-
laimat Hall, Awaba
R Square. Downtown.
Tel 593 7948. Dailv
| 9.30pm.
Sabri Abdel-Moneim.
Rabab, Ahdy Sadey,
Abdel-Hamid El-
Mounir and Mohamed
Youssef perform un-
der the direction of
Maher Selim.

Wiallah Zaman Ya
g Fatma (It's Been So
Long, Fatma)
El-Salam Theatre,
Youssef Idris Hall Quasr EI-
Aini St. Tel 355 2484, Daily
10pm.

Abir El-Shargawi, Mohamed
Abdel-Razeq and Mohamed
Abdin perform in a pro-
duction scripted by Fouad
Haggag and directed hy Hos-
sameddin Salah.

El-Zaim {The Leader)

El-Haram  Theatre, El-
Haram 51, Giza. Tel 3863952,
Daily 8.30; Wed & Thur,

10pm.
With Adel Imam.

LECTURES
A

Des Langues et Des Usages
Linguistiques en Egypte
CEDEI], 14 Abdel-Rahman
El-Sawi (ex-Gam'eyer El-
Nisr) St Mohandessin, Tel
361 1932, 3 Feb, Spm.
Lecture, in French, by Dr Ma-
dika Doss, Cairo Uiniversity
Engl' Dr Catherine Miller, CE-

All information comect at
time of going to press. How-
eVer, it remains wise to check
with venues first, since pro-
Bramiies, dates and times are

subject to change at very.

short notice.

Please send information 1o
Listings, Al-Afram Weekly,
Galaa St, Cairo. Tel 5786064,

X . houriva 5q, Abdin. Tel 391 Fax S7836089/833,
Roxy 8q. Heliopolis. Tel 35 ) &
0344, Daily 10am, pm. opm  ZO8 30 Gpm
b B L et e -
arh St. Downtown. Te . i
6562, Daily [0am. lpm, Mvtith Symphony Or- m:yam
Around the galleries
[
jEmointex(liib' : isfgi\'en aver to a
ubition of works by Kam-
el Zoheiri and Hassan
the former a media figure, the lat-

ranging

ter a well-known critic, The sheer
variety of material, modes amd
styles employed by Osman —
o ofrl_:sm morals © moiti-
wi via painting — un-
derscore his clnimpthat in this age
of the global village, art should be
interdisciplinary.
. Zoheiri, meanwhile, remains an
incorrigible romantic, as seen in
his choice of pastels, sifl ifes, his
seascapes and flower paintngs.
;l;s works, aﬂuumber g?md&cs
ve consistently ed, straddle
the divide betweeal:.g;ainting and
music.

Reviewad by Nagwa El-Ashri

o |
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with

Plain “alk

I am a great believer in the
importance of a sound
knowledge of history, end
deplore the neglect of its
teaching in schools. At one
point it was not a com-
pulsory subject. and pupils

:::ad the choice of skipping
istory altogether. Now,
however, the siwation has
been reversed and our past
. is, once again, a compulsory
R subject. Yet in Britain, the
minister of education has
decided thar history should
not be compulsory for 5-11
year-olds, while suggesting
that primary schools should
“bave regard™ of the idea of
teaching it.

The decision has created o
wave of criticism and at-
tacks against the minister. In
one such aricle, published
i The Sundav Times, An-
drew Roberis puts forward
an argument with which I
totally agree. Roberts quotes
Cicero as saying: “To know
nothing of what happened
before you were bom is 1o
remain forever a child ™

Roberts the addi-
don of a fourth “R™ 10 the

stand for “rermembrance”.
He cites examples of young
peoples” ignorance of mod-
. e history. Surveys show,
T o- for instance, that there are
- gaps in even the most basic

¥ knowledge. During the 50th
anniversary of VE day (Vic-
tory Europe, as distinct from
VI day}. the Sunday Times
cammied out tests on 1,600
state school pupils which
showed that 24 per cemt
could not idenify Adolf

traditional three “Rs”. to

vy

Jacques Hassoun, . Hitler, and that more than
- tr Colin Clement. pall Shd ot Ynow 'b;;‘g
Alexandria: p Clockwise from top: Ramleh Casino, San Stefano, circa 1925; ndeair.
, Harpocrates 1997 T gip_onshpoﬁngontheMahmouﬂiehCanal,dmaMkamldl This reminded me of an
R ' tation, circa 1950 igé’gmlal Isurveylmmr-
% " ried out. I discovered that a
One bas become accustomed to seeing Alex- - | names and Greek costumes. riages were the exception rather than the nule. large numlmbermnf aeaversity
g.ndna as a protagonist in the writmgs of The similarity of this “gloricos a_?fes Jews fonned.p:s Jacques Hassoun puts it, a ost:rde:;sum Iea?crﬂ:'n gM:f
fo!-e]gners » Durrell, Sole, Cialente, Tsirkas, _ past™ and A}:xandria between 1860 communpity of contrasts. The Italian consul in Alex- hamed Farid, Mustafa. Kam-
Aciman and many more, bt except for * and 1960 is very striking. The andria, in a report dated 8 September, 1938, wrote: el, Orabi; even Saed Zagh-
- Mahfouz, El-Kharat and Ibrahim Abdel- . voice of Cavafy is. maybe. “the “instead of forming a single group, they [the Jews] | j o e ooiber o ham
_. Megnid. the city has not much in the most faithfol 1o the spirit of the belong to a good sixieen different nationalities... fre- It was that gi ce
works by Egyptian wiiters. And thongh it is town... Cavafy unrolls a nostalgia quently. members of ote and the same family bold | ob-p ' jad ma mﬂm_
true that the city dominates Miramar, _N_lah— for an ancient and legendary Alex- different nationalities.” Many were Egyptians, jon tu give history its due
fouz is primariiy _the exponent of Cairo. Tt andria and, ingeniously, re- though. according to Hassoun “Egyptians they may pimaé'el inglr.he cu:i;rycnl be-
was. therefore, with some ‘anticipation the: establishes a perfect, pninterrupted have been but they wounid become or dreamed of be- pause 2 country with :‘; his-
viewers followed the televisionsecial Zizinia | line of intimate comnnections be- coming white-Israelite-Europeans: that is, civilised... tory is a m"y without an
by Ossama Apwar Okasha, enticed by_ its tween this and the Alexandria certainly, the more orthodox tried, through religion, id:ymi And.,uy Roberts
promises to preseni facets of ) : where he was born and lived™ An  to keep their former status. This only contributed to 1?"xf we d:snot know
Alexanddz in the forties not usually dealt — enormous bridge is spanned across  the association of speaking Arabic with being pov- m we have come fro
with in Amabic litcratare but succincily.and . [N centurics that are meant (o be over- erty-stricken and cbscurest... Outside a very thin | DA W€ ENE COme oM.
memorably depictéd” by ‘Durtell. ~ Scenes EEWS Jooked, and thus one sees only two layer of intellectvals resolutely anached © Egypt. | ilar ides he:{ e should
from the Quartet will mm“m‘ o N ‘Alexandrias, both belonging to the the majority dreamt only of leaving the cruntry.™ ¢ 1. Jea W we wiou
mind while Okashas'éaga (Scobie. West. Who were the Egyptians of Alexanaria? Paul Bal- [ 59> therefore, with
and Abdel-Fattah). Okasha, theough the me- From the end of the 1880°s on- ta, of French natonality, distinguishes between the as’lcasure that 1
d!aul’te';ems:on_,had already dramatised the ward, as in the third century BC, so-called “indigenous element™ -— workers, do- medpthe Ramadan his-
vital and pressing problem -that threatens. thousands of immigrants flocked to mestics, minor civil servants — the Westernised torical on Egyptian
Alexandria’s old villas and palaces that were the city secure under the protection Egyptian bourgeoisie and the range of “Egyptian- televisio;oapscﬁﬁcs have
built by affluent khawagos, in The” White F of the British occupation. The very ised” passport holders: Turks, Levantives. Jews, | oo 0 fault with them, nar
Flag, a serial that is now considered a lang- - | idea of assimilation or integration Greeks and other non-Arab Mediterraneans who urall :nd I stron g’
- mak in the socio-cultural history of the | into Egyptizn, or rather “Arab” so- knew 10 homeland other than Alexandria. There | Maid. 20d yet I strongly
country. : ciety, was alien to the community were also the “Europeanised™ among whom were the m“g‘%o dmlgwid:
& Alexandria 1860-1960: the brief life of a spirit thar each — Greek, Ar- Jews, as well as the French sujets or protégds. As | oo 10ors They T
- cosmopolitan community, admirably trans- menian, Italian, Jewish, etc — with most Alexandrians, they were polyglot. though when the nal:io?:;u'lisl stogt
lated mto English by Colin Clement from formed for itself. As Yannakakis emotiopally drawn to France, which, for its pan, was on the ri desp
the French edition of 1992, is a book that puts it, “the ethnic, religious and gave them support and a passport, though not the | .o identitynvs:as afﬁré.:og.-
claims 1o present “the Lfe of this city, bal- linguistic identity of comomunity stams of citizen. Certain consulates sold passports. And f there some ex.
anced between the Ottoman iniperi- members replaced the weak, un- “In this way,” writes Balta, “the father of my friend erations. this b5 (0 b ex-
alism, and Arab natiopalism™. a certain, even mythical seuse of be-  Ibrahim had bought Spanish identity in the 1920°s. | TRESARES- o o Qi Oon
very crucial period in the history of the m] longgg to a nation state which of- The sal:é]ec;-';ﬂl Briﬁzl‘l’d [::;:av;spo::-l:1 holders, E:inly hilal- cvenls cannot, by them-
dle East, it may be considered as a histori ) _ ten not exisL Paradoxically. it tesc an riots. to these were the stateless
docuoment thuzgh the overall i the book ampdria ad Aegyptum that was the home of those cos- was external cultural inpots, essentially European, and the “Miticleuropeans™ who, with no precise na- se}"imm% a
leaves one with is that Alexandria, for all those who mopolitan comminides. Stating the plan of the that propped up the community identity.” tional attachments, could not quite visualise them- | | "0 b T, gbee
contributed to writing it, iz basically “the capital of . book, Robert Ibert points out that their aim was not  Alexandria was a “vague melting pot of mul- selves as Egyptians. aboulhx?mry Hg’m&"m -
" as Lawrence Durrell put it The photo- “to psint-a unified pieture bot, rather, to lay out the tifaceted identides™ and strict “lines were drawn be- This feeling of alienation, of not wanting w in- uestion  whether history
graphs of a bygone Alexandria that ilustrate the elements of a world which, without retaining any tween nationalities.” This is ciearly obvious in the tegrate imto the society in which they had sought ref- ?m art or science and con.
book help to enbance such nostalgia: the ome that  traces of antignity, nevertheless recaptured the glori- writings of the Greek, Italian and Armenjan con- uge, emerges guite clearly from the book. The ac- claded that it was both. IL is
. affected me was that showing the ous past” “ i . ] uibutors The Dalians for example, we are told, counts, from the various points of view — Greek, | 55 o S0 b o
Bonrse with its clock that was always punctmal and By “the pasi™, Ilbert obviously meant the Ptolema- “could not help but oscillate between Caesar and  Italian, Anmenian, Syrian-French and Jewish — rem- fative. and it is science be-
towards which one’s gaze always mrned when pass- - ic, Greek past. composed. esseqtially of a Mac- Pharach”™ ; they were caught in a “troubling game of inisce abomt a time when Alexandria belonged to cause of its methodological
: ing through Manshia On the right of the same pho- edoaian colony. a Greek communjty, Jewish im- mirors.” Forming a communal life in Alexandria, them, when Egyptians were basically “les Arabes™, | o o is. of col.?ri a
- T . tograph stands a gleaming white stone kiosk where  migrants who came in large numbers in the wake of yet their adherence to their mother country remained o be Iooked down upon, and when it was possible to lilgnil 1o how historical facts
! thepoﬁeebandusedwpufmmmammmpqphhr Alexander as well as immipraots in lesser nombers  strong and in 1915 many fought on the talian front. spend 50 years in Egypt, like André Aciman's great- can be tampered with in lit-
' tapes every week! S, - from Syra, Asia Minor and the westen Med- An amusing but rather poignantly pathetic story is  grandmother, and “proudly” boast that she had “nev- | Lo "o “p 0 e writer
4 The book is the collective work of one time Alex- iterrancan — ltalians, Syracusans, Liliyans, Car- told about a “respectable™ Italian lady who “without er leamed more than fifty words of Arabic.” Mem- sgyu! d have license 1o intro-
% jems who are.. in search of identity?... a Ia ré-  thaginians etc. There is even evidence of individnals the slightest hesitation donated her wedding ring (0 ories are mixed with emodonal yearning, regret, nos- | o = o0 5o 4 oo,
cherce du temps perdu? They comprise sometime = who came from ag far as India. They all streamed support the war effort in Ethiop ja.” while admitting, talgia and sometimes even with an uncontrolled things up a bit. &p
riembers of the different compmmities who at a.¢er-. into Egypt attracted by the opportumities of work, “in all frankness, that she had previously taken the sense of bitterness, of injustice and of wounds thar | “pESUPEAIE exactly
tain period in the modern history of Egypt formed-a. wealth and fame. The. Egyptian population, of care to have a double made so that she couid keep are hard to heal. . .| what the auhors of the cur-
oosmpenupol‘nan society that domi Alexandria and - course. formed the basic stratum of society and, nu-  the original ™ ] Sigpificantly, in 1938, the Italians of Alexandria | soaps have done. As far
gave it a specific character that differed markédly. merically, were the largest single community. It was ~ Likewise the Greek community, which was the onveiled “with great pomp, a monument erected to as I can tell, the historical
“From the vest of the country. Yannakakis, after avis- they who provided the neces: labour force. They largest in Alexandria, expressed strong ethnic al- the glory of the Khedive Ismail, the symbol of an | & = there untoached.
it 1o, Cairo, says: “1 remember the happy feelings. lived in the southern diswrict of the city, wore their legiance to the *homeland’, the Hellenic state, which Egypt mmed towards the West™ That statwe has | oS, T =0 (K0 p Pyt
which swe ovy:rme when, taking the rt Road, own special garb and kept to-their own language and  most ‘of them had never known. The Armenians, now disap d and few remember that it once are all l;nvemions by the
set offp;or Alexand:m_' At that moment, 1had  way of life. Yet a pamber of them, who belonged to  who had come mainly as exiles, settled into the city stood on the plinth that now bears a monument 1o | o o o Y
g.. O sion that T was crossing a frontier: I had  the middle class and wished to improve their social 25 another community layer. And cach layer adhered  the memory of the unknown Egyptian soldier. ) )
jmwnEmt for Alexandria™ It was the Alex- -stams, gradually became Hellenised, adopting Greek - to its language, religion and customs. Mixed wmar- Reviewed by Azza Kararah | Mursi Saad El-Din
- _ . : La Ahad Yanam fil-lskandariya (Nobody Sleeps in Alexandria),
- : s i i n ns a nd cycles Ibrahlm A.bdel'MegL"d. CalI'OZ Dar El'HElal., 1996
. . : " for Christians.. Pompey's Pillar is built on Bab holding. Enropeanised manners for the first ime. well as Umm Kalthoum and Abdel Wahab songs.  tractive to women, something which cavses a fam-
o & NMJ’SM’FPS.’“‘.*’M. mhebyeamm!am -mhinupmwhicﬂthe'mwmbuﬂtﬁo- In keeping with the: topc of the book. she isnever ~ The panoramic scope of the documentaries iy feud that claims almost all the males on both
A Bverybody’s life is d’mpwgé &t line of Egyp- man temples and arenas where wrestling matches  self-righteously judgmental At times, Zahra's ed-  lends the novel a special tone. that of the grand  sides. Nothing in the subsequent narmative s fit o
£ of the Germazns 10 1o the death were held.” Sometimes, as we ncation (and ours) seems natural enough; she is narrative. The destiny of the characters seems hold a candle to this breath-taking anecdote {for

e

LA

i

Jan defence haram-scaram of air raids eve- fon : ]
?;:nc k%mﬂk‘-m [olftaﬂrmd:ehu— Mﬁhau&q;ﬁ@gﬂegﬁaﬁmmmﬁmem
g - - " - » . t . . ]

mqnfaclorassmsmclfova-whatyverdlﬂ'erenms me ?svemaimos“dth” mﬁe mmmﬁagy
sional i sheliers become a meia- -eyentuallyluomsasmdom. . an Alexandria in
forfomb-h?higem down the ages. o ‘h!smybmanAlexandnalargu'dmn}nmy_Th_g
phor for Egypt which city 1owers over all the characters, dwarfing their
-existence, making its own servival rmore important
form the sabject . dmnthein_:s. s native ity i also wellsited 10
the muin theme of the novel, that of universality.
- The cosmopelitan Alexsmdna ofme_1930’s and
1940°s js an excellent matrix of pluralism. We are
given an insider’s view of many of the ethnic com-
munities whose multi-culturalism lent the city an
incmdib!crichnssandmmednmmamdealplme

i city_Shenotonlyseﬁilwiﬂldlelﬁesheyesofa
" novice, she also brings in the re siance of
the conservative Upper Egyptian, shocked into be-

forEvaymn.InthiS_con_lcxnnopneism!ucbd._

foli of wonder as she explores the city, not only
throngh its mouth-watering fruits de mer, but abso
the caprice of its winter storms. However,
at times Zahra's education — as when a
street vendor discourses on Alexander the Great
~—seams tacked on, .
The povel is very rich culurally; something
miade apparent not only by the continuons surfing
politics, but further borpe our by chapter cpi-
graphs from a vast diversity of sources: Pharaonic,
Babylonian, Coptic; Fl-Halag and El-Roum:
alongside Tagore, Cavafy, Dumcll, Lorca and El-

pecially interesting is the state of the arts, which
includes premieres of such movies as The Hunch-
back of Notre Dame and Gone with the Wind a5

only pan of the larger destiny of the buman fami-
ly. The seasons and cycles of life. mythically, tie
people together I rimals of death and re-
generation. The namative has energy when it
cotmeas to the boid strokes, the overview of history
and the overview of human life. Politics, war and
death seem real enough when painted on the larg-
er cosmic drama of life, but individual characiers
looked at too closely s=em more like puppets than
real buman beings. The novel is almost plotless,
floating on syllogisms rather than organic action
The characters derive their importance from their
identity, and their destinies scem more symbolic
them real

Anyone looking for realistic namative is bound
10 be disappointed. The novel is at its best when it
breaks the bounds of realism and soars o the

not exactly magic realism, it is realism with magic.
The sweeping, early part, tells the story of Bahy

), born with a halo and irvesistibly at-

unformanately. anecdote is what it toms out to be).
The friendship between Magd El-Din and Da-
mian, forming the core of the book, is informed by
alhmis.']‘hcﬁfhorﬂ:afmstakingiyp?htsomm;
parallelisms of the religious: paralicl fasts, paralle|
feasts, paralle] saints, parallel liturgies and parailel
moulids. But by now we have moved from the
world of magic into the world of theory; albeit 2
commendable one. It is a2 homane message, one
which seeks to break down the confines of fanu-

icism by reconciling German with Brifish, Sikh |

with Muslim, Sudanese with Egyptian but above
all, Copt with Muslim. At best, the theme is han-
dled with insufficient sabilety, at worst it seems lo-
qoacious and redundant. the author at-
tempts too much. This four hundred page nove] is
throtiled with epic style namrative alongside col-

is marginalised: sainis, prostittes, spersed with trivia, all rattled off like a newsreel
and .nolsoﬁdmmpecmbh citizens; they all dwell in an emotionless, i tone. There is  world of trrealism and of the mythical. Perhaps for  lage. with too many and too many char-
side by side- ’ ) something 1o satisfy svery taste, from pefty crime  this reason, the first part of the narmtive isthe best.  acters. The strengths of the novel remain the roll-
Zahra, forced into cxile, is a newconws io the  und domestic news o intemational affairs. Es- Lt is in the tradition of Latin American writers —if  cr-coaster documentaries and the magic of the

irrealistic narmative, reloctantly undertaken but
boldly executed.
Raviswed by Nazek Fahmy
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The assemblage of buildings commonly referred
to es the complex of the Mevlevi (Mawlawi)
Dervishes is situated at the foot of the Citadel,
near Sultan Hussan Mosque, along the ancient
axis of Al-Shari® Al-A'zam (the Great Street)
which linked Caire to Fustat and woday runs be-
yond Bab Zuweila to Bab Al-Fotouh. The com-
plex’s best-known feamre is the Yazbak Palace
on the eastern side of the arca, which was built
and enlarged several times, under Qawsun, Yaz-
bak and Aqbardi, between the 14th and 15th cen-
turies. The western side of the complex. fronting
Al-Suyufiya Street, inclodes the Mausolenm of
Hassan Sadaqa, the minaret, and the madrasa of
Sunqur Sa'di, partially re-used by the Mawlawi
Dervishes, who built their Sama'khana (the Hall
of Lisiening) above it

The whole area was given to the confraternity
in 1607 by Prince Sinan. “and they, in various
phases. adapted the existing buildings to their
needs™ writes the architect who restored the
complex, Giuseppe Fanfoni, head of the Italion-
Egyptian Centre for Restoraion and Ar-
chaeology. in The Restaration and Conservation
aof Egypticn Monuments in Egvpr (The American
University in Cairo Press. 1995).

While generally preserving the existing struc-
ture of the Yazbak Palace. the Mawlawi Der-
vishes added a new wing on Al-Suyufiya Street,
which allowed direct access to the Aqbardi gar-
den and the reception area, and comprised eight-
een cells for the monks aitached to the convent
of the order.

The Sama'khana is a circular area, symbol-
jcally sarmounted by a dome. Other functional
spacesarea:mngdamundit.suchas“mespec-
talors’ area. the orchestra. the places for the re-
citers of the Qur’an and the Mamawi vertes, and
finally the Mausoleum.” writes Fanfoni. The
presence of a mikrab and a minbar suggests that
the Sama'khana was also sometimes used as a
mosque, and that its layout may have beea su-
perimposed over that of the mosque. In general,
the Sama'khana had wo functions: thatr of a
mosque, for prayer and veperation of the saint
buried in the mausoleum; and that of the “thea-
tre™ in which the listening rite was
The floor plan, therzfore. was arranged to rec-
oncile these two purposes.

BATTLING THE ODDS: Unlike some monu-
menits of Islamic Cairo which are being restored/
renovated in record time, using state-of-the-art
methods and tools. the rehabilitation of the
Mawlawi complex has taken years. A long-term
project, it suffered from a chronic shortage of
funds. The group of Italian experts (scholars,
technicians, artisans and students) who under-
took the project under the guidance of Professor
Giuseppe Fanfoni is now working uader the ux-
trella of the Ialiun-Egyptian Restoration Centre
(CFPR), the group's official title since 1988.

Resioration of the architectural complex. -
which comprises several buildings dating from |
different eras and designed for different pur-
poses, in 1979. sustained by contributions
from the Ttalian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
project, the brainchild of Fanfoni and Carla Bur-
i, the director of the Italian Cultural Institute in S8
Cairo, was initiated through a joint agreement B
between the Italian Calrural Institute, Cairo Uni-
versity, the Egyptian Antiquities Organisation
and Professor Faofoni, who contributed two
months of summer holidays (from his teaching
job at the University of Rome), workiag on the
restoration every year,

In 1984, the agreement was extended as the re-
sult of the intervention of the Direzione Gene-
rale per la Cooperazione allo Sviluppo of the
ltalian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Uni-
versity of Rome (La Sapienza). These two bod-
ies offered to sel np a cantiere-Scuola (centre for

essional training) on the site. Students of this
school, the lialian-Egyptian Restoration Centre
in Cairo, which offers a four-year work-study
programme. participated in the restoration of the
Sama'khana of the Mawlawi Dervishes, which
was achieved in 1988,

The Sama’khana was only opened to the pub-
lic ten years later, since extensive restoration of
the foundations of the madrase below it was
pecessary.

INJECTING NEW LIFE: Like most historical
monuments and archaeological sites in Egypt,
the Mawlawi complex presented problems re-
lated to the geological origin and physical-
cheuﬁcalpropaﬁsofthebuildingmmaﬁals.the
geological characreristics of the soil, the geo-
graphi and social features of the environmeat,
and recently, pollution caused by industrial
waste. Occasional catastrophic events can in-
crease the effects of these permanent factors,
musingthedecayandcventuallossofhundreds
of monuraents.

Professor Fanfoni has initiated a programme of

research at the CEPR. which includes data gath- ]
ering 2nd analysis of the main causes of archi- S
tectusal deterioration and the testing of various ] ~. . _

settled in the Torkish town of Konia, where he Sinan.” writes Fanfoii, “is dated 17 Safar 1016 tend the cerernony. £

restoration techniques, particularly in relation 0 vices for every case, machinery fit for the inter own
the control of moisture damage produced by 2if  vention, a specialised techuical staff and ap- died in 1273. His tomb is sill a place of pilgrim- AH/ 1607 AD (Archives of the Ministry of Aw- :
burmidity or ground water absorbed by the walls  propriate expenses.” age for people from all over the world. g _ LISTENING IN CIRCLES: )
and foundations of the buildings. He has applied ) ) _“Compamdemnmsot:Ass:slforhlsu- _The text establishes the exact boundaries of the  emony consisted of two ¢ The Sama’ cer-
mesemchniquestotpcresmnononhevmous COMING TO TOWN: The Mawlawiyya, like nyandlaqoponeglaToq:forunpmfundnyof tikiyya {convent) and other donations of land thar  followed by prayers and phases, preceded and
units of the Mawlawi complex. . the Naqshabandiyya and other Sufi orders, could his , he m-mn_mdemd the greatest mys-  were to generate the income necessacy o pay the  Waladi wised .ﬂmuﬂons. The Dawr-i-
The injection system (consisting of the in- live a life of seclusion and meditation. “Only a tic poet of all imes,” writes Fanfoni in a publica-  employees of the convent; the text specifies the rounds: mecompnsﬂam incladed counterclockwise
jecﬁonofspecia!watcrpmquﬂmlwasflpe"- inosity of adherents of such orders devoted !ionxsale_dbyﬂnoenue'onﬂleoomswnofme number of employees, as weil as the jobs they always‘conn:ﬂ-cl'l : three or four circles,
mented on successfully in the Sams khana, their whole lives 10 the path” however, ac- Inauguration of the Sama’khara (28 July 1988).  performed. The text. explains Fanfoni, shows ferent orbits. While o Totaling along two dif-
while the walls of the open hall of the Sunqur  cording to Albert Hourani (A History of the Arab It is during the 16th century that Sufism ex- that the Mawlawiyya had for some time oc- T - ded 6 P:hl;lfrmns the rounds, the
od of particular efflorescence. Mmmbomingmvwhichwasdom mqﬂ”,mkupmhgmon ofo;;:nn?x?utheme

Sa'di medrasa and those of the Mausolenm of  Peaples, New York. 1991). “Most of the mem- perienced a pen

Hassan Sedaqa, on which Fanfoni is working bers of the onder lived in the world.... these Many political and culmral celsbrities became X " e divecti turned

now, have required cutiog across the width of might include women as well as men.” associated with the Mawlawi order, which even-  Even though Turkish documents relating to the  and the Ballnm of the left haofl the dome’s centre,
turned downwards,

ovall with a special blade — made in Bgypl  The Mawlawi Dervishes arc the order which mally acquired the role of an influential elite. In  order speak of journeys to Cairo and residence i ; of the left
e font" slpeup'emﬁmﬂons e llowing for fhe  seoms 1o have amwacied the atcation of tavel-  the 17th centory. the ovder was catrusied with - that oty o carlier s, It is Hkely that the dere  moversen ) v e PaVer of thei
insertion of a ayerofwmerpmqt'mat:n_al(l’vc lers, proba_bly_becauseofthc"spcctacular" pa- the investitare of the pew sultan and, following vishes did not organise themselves in their com- Samakhmmtfe vertical axis of the
suipsofaspecialshape).Apamcularnnm_nﬂOf wm_ofthglrmq:meyaregcnaallydesm‘budas Ottomean tervitorial expansion, a number of Maw-  plex until after the Ottoman conquest. bemdwa&m@mwy““"b“‘;m‘im
expansion.conuoﬂedandsqlf_aw-pm?fﬂm'l_cw “whirling~ dervishes. lawi centres were established throughout the  While a number of Mawlaw: dervishes may  Sufic from the stars in other mystical and
ment, free of chiorides, is injected jmmediately ~ The order criginated in Turkey. Iis founder, Muslim world. ] ) have participated actively in the celebrations of ﬁkmm'ms' .
after the insertion of the sheets of PVC. Jalaleddin Al-Rumi, was born in Balkh, n Af- Duripg this period the Mawlawi Dervishes  the moulid of Al-Husscin, some metibers of the performance was called the
Fanfoni stresses, however, that while many of ghanistan (then Khorason) on 30 Seplember (known as _the Mawlawiyya) sertled in Egypt order led a secluded life within the confines of
mese;echniquesmysoh’e‘hepmb'mof"s' 1207, the son of the L mystic Bahaseddin I'Qeﬁrsxmnxstmalqcnefgmggwdomomre- their monastery and performed the Sema’ (lis-
ing damgncssinmostﬂgypﬁanmom_lmenls. Walid. known as the Sultan of the Wise. Having ceived by the order in Caiyo is dated 1607: “A  tening) rite in a special area known as
even on a large scale, they require wrechnical de-  wandered for many ycars, Al-Rumi evenially —copy of this act of donation [by} Prince Yusuf - Sama’khana, where spectators were free to ar-
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. The Hall of Li i .
Comipany of Mawlawi Der-

of Culture in 1990; _
of the Déxvishes® com-

- Rl é‘-:-'a'_;aiihte-'to the sheikh,

iis page, clockwise from left:

founded hy the Turkish -

decorated éeiling of the

The Cairo Sama'khana, after half a century of
neglect and decay, has been restored and was
recently opened to the public, thanks fo the
patient efforts of an Italian archiiect whose labour
of love made it possible for the Company of
Mawlawi Dervishes, formed by the Turkish
Ministry of Culture in 1990, to perform in the
original setting of their order. Fayza Hassan
reviews the history of the “whirling dervishes”
and visits the site of their devotions

... study of Islamic philosophy and the early
m’lr?hg'tlibrls::mptrformames were centred on the

' ", 'sevep circumambulati h
. " sumt's romb. Later interprelations
" Sufi cosmological iisology

i wderlving Geemeirical Design of the
Eaé’i;hg’ Samae '“";:'?mm in Ca [FAO, 1988).
From that iime on, the symbolic meanings of the

"* - the were cnriched by the life and work of Jal-

aleddin Al-Rumi, as well as meditation Mdcﬂf

and she awakening to universal
thenes, of death the sound of the heavenly

e e music. 10 which the dervishes

* The mus

"-danced muyv therefore have referred to the call 10

isz, and the Suma’ as performed by Al

|  Remi 2t the deaih of Shamsi Tabriz (the leader

) " lated to the sawaf, or the
of the order} md bl;drgnilofthe O e °‘°fh:

instead. in which the
Daur.i-Waladi represents 1hc supreme heavenly

% - movemsnt which excloses the whole, while the
" foor rounds of the Salom represent respectively

::-E.mkxﬂ:‘;. the sun or the spirit of the power

workd. the moon or

heaven o the soul of the angelic world
the secret of the divine world

and finaly the world of the composed elements.
The Mawlawi dervis_hes. perfm_'ming the
Sama’ rvite, annihilate illusory existence and,

awakening 10 the music, are graduaily absorbed .

into cosmic harmony. .Geometrical shapes, the
circle and its centre in particular, which mirror
the Unity from which all things emanate, as well
as an and Platonic esolericism form
the basis of the Mawlawis” philosophy, later en-
riched by contact with. cultures absorbed by Is-
lam during its expansion.

“The Sama’ cercipony was two-fold, including
the “dance™ on ont hand and the veneration of

‘naystics’ tombs found within the confines of the

e o ovterdependent Gouy the
n il t fromr

exaltation of Jafaleddin
the Sama’ itz at the
ir.” explains Fanfoni. The

Sama'khana on
can be said 10 have
moment of the mys
Al-Rumi. who [
death of Shafmﬂ.v:l }':?e
ion of the 8
l‘;tcen:nfcomponem of the Sama", then came to
acquire a particular cosmic symbolism.
Somie initiawes, through this symbolic per-
formance, succeeded in drawing the spectators

which seams to have-

in, allowing them to perceive {sqma’ means to
hear or listen) the unitary sense of the laws
which regulate the mmitiple aspects of cosmic
harmony.

WHISPERS OF THE PAST: In Manncrs and
Customs of the Modern Egyprians {(Easi-West
Publbications, London, 1978). EW. Lane con-
finns the presence of the Mawlawi Dervishes in
Cairo in the 1830s. Aaending the birth feast of
Al-Hussein, Lane was to observe the rites of
dervishes of “different navions and different or-
ders”. who participated in the celebratons. |
Sqoeezed -into the fromt row bctwecr’ four
women, one of whom apparently had hel nose
buried in his musiache — where it may have
found its way due to the excirement of the mo-
ment, or the thickness of the crowds —. Lane
witnessed the varions phases of the zikr Which
the Mawlawiyya were performing: *...another
ditrweesh, a Turk, of the order of the Mow-
lawees, in the middle of the cicle. began to

" whirl, using both his feet to effect the motion.

and extending his anms; the motion increased in

velocity until his dress spread out fike an um-
brella. He continued whirling thus for about ten
minuies, after which he bowed to his superior.
who stood within the greut ring, and then, with-
out showing any signs of fatigue or giddiness.
joined the durwaeshes in the grest ing. who had
now begun 10 gjaculaie the name of God with
greal vehemence, and to jump to the right in-
stead of stepping. After the whirling. six -other
darweeshes, within the grear ring. formed un-
other ring. but a very small ong. cach placing his
arms upon the shoulders ot those next to Rim.
and thus disposed. they performed a revolution
similar to that of the larger ring. excepl it being
much more rapid, repeoting also the same ex-
clamation of Allah bui with a rapidity pro-
porntionally greater. This motion they maintained
for about the same length of time that the whirl-
ing of the single darwecsh before had occupicd,
after which the whole party sal to rest. They
Tose again after the lapse of aboul 1 quarer of
an hour, and performed the sume 2xcreise a sev-
ond dme.”

According o Fanioni, the setdement of the

Cairo fikivva must have had a provisional char-
acier at first. as the occupants seem to have con-
temed themselves with assigning new functions
o the exjsting edifices, devoling a temporary
spuce 10 the Sama'kbana. The later phases of
building activity around the present Sama’khana,
however. can be dated w the first half of the
19th centure. Fanfoni believes that it was the
last such building to be erected by the order,
and probabty the last stll in existence after At-
aturk lesed all the order’s Turkish complexes in
1925.

There is some speculation as to the actual date
at which the Cairo fikivya was closed. and, while
a few histopans estimate that this evemt took
place in 1916, Fanfoni quoles an article by Mai
Ziyada in Al-Ahram. dated 13 Jupe 1928, which
refers to the presence of the Mawlawiyya, con-
firmed by the existence of a reconding of their
music made at the Congrass of Arabic Music of
1952, Finally. the dute inscribed over the en-
wance of the convent refers 10 its use in 1943 as
a guest house by the Gum'iyve Khavriyya (Wel-
fure Association).
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00 many cooks in the Nubia Museu

Jill Kamil,
traveller to Nuhia
beiore its inundation
and author of Upper
Egypt and Nubia,
takes a critical ook
at the recently
opened Nubia
Museum in Aswan,
revealing points of
excellence as well as

1 approached the muscum filled with cager anticipation. Having
witnessed its growth from conception in the 1960s. through the
initial choice of site and commission in §973. followed by the
go-ahead in 1985. [ was more than anxious to see the end result.
My excitement was alf the more heighteoed by the museum’s
painiul gestation period of ne less than [2 vears during which
there were three changes of tocation. alieranions in design. and
disagreement, confusion, delay and procrastination regarding
such questions as the approach to the museum. the choice of ob-
jects for exhibition and the deadline for completion.

It had been a long wait. Criginally slated for completion in
two years, in 1987, this was subsequently postpowred, first to
1990, then “the spring of 19917, “early 19927 1993, 1995, and
even afier the much publicised “grand opening”™ in November
1997 on the occasion of the anniversary celebrations marking
the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb. the deadline could not
be roet: neither the lighting fxtures nor the objects for display
sould be rushed through in time.

Well. bere 1 was. on the very threshold at last. and T expected
a masterpiece of design and execution: a museumn that matched
— in excellence if not in size — late Egyptian architect Mah-
moud El-Hakim's small Luxor Museum which received world-
wide acclaim in 1986. The new museum, unformnately. fell
short of my expectations and. may 1 add. of world-class stan-
dards. This saddens me because there is no excuse for many of
the faulis which could easily have been remedied.

But first things first. If one of the purposes of the museum
wiis to record the Nubian heritage. thought to be lost forever be-
neath the waters of Luke Nasser, and stress Nubian identity and
pride, then it is unquestionably a resounding success. Buying
entrance tickets with me were groups of voungsters on school
excursions. village women with younger children, Nubians
from all walks of life walking around the spacious and well
laid-out garden and touring the museum with profound atten-
tion and touching interest. No wonder. All inhabited and de-
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High Dam. which was completed in 1971. So, to the bulk of vis-
itors. this is a fairy-tale come to life.

The building is on two floors and & mezzanine and the ex-
hibits have been dissected into volumes and areas that define
the different periods. The historical range is from pre-Dynastic
times right through 10 modermn. At one end of the scale is an
abundance of pre-dynastic material: hand-axes, copper tools.
palettes and amulets. cylinder seals and of different No-
bian cultres; ¢ven a model of a Neolithic corpse buried with
grave goods. all displayed in state-of-the-art showcases with
accurale labels and appropriate lighting. This is one of the most
outstanding sections of the museum. Another is at the other end
of the spectrum: the section on ethnography which includes re-
constructions of the distinctive domestic architecture of Nubia,
revealing counmy life, clothing, jewellery, and even the Post
Boat that once stopped at each of the 46 districts of Nubia en
route from SheHal to Wadi Halfa.

As I walked round the museum, I was confronted by 2 model
of the tomb discovered beneath a mound in Qustul, where a
magnificent collection of royal crowns, emblems. jewels and
silver trappings of horses buried with their owners, was dis-
covered by British archaeologist Walter Emery in 1931. Tomy
delight, 1 discovered that, after years of wrangling, the decision
had finally been taken to transfer the whole collection from Cai-
ro Museum, where it was seldom seen, for display in the Nubiza
Museum.

Well-chosen objects were brought from other museums as
well. From Elephantine Museum came several statues from the
Heqaib sanctuary discovered by Labib Habachi in 1945, in-
cluding the nobleman Senpu with his left hand across his chest
in a gesture of politeness and respect in village society, and the
pranite statwe of Senebtifi with a big round belly and large
hands.

From the Coptic Museumn came 10th ceniury wall paintings
salvaged from the Charch of Abdallah Nirgi and unique icons
from the church at Qasr Ibrim. Remarkable monuments all,
even though the museum appears to be 100 big for the objects
on display and the lighting i some areas. or lack thereof, gives
more of an impression of a bamm than a museum.

1 cannot help but recall one of Ei-Hakim's complainis against
UNESCO when it was first approached by the then Egyptian
Antiquities Organisation: “How can you design a museum
when you don’t know what it"s going to house; UNESCO de-
mands so many metres for this period, and so many for that
even before a decision has been made on the objects that are go-
ing to be displayed.” he had said.

As for the rest, my admiration was soon tempered by frustra-

Pepi in copper
The Pepi | statue, now on display at the Egyptian Museum after a year of
restoration, is drawing more than passing altention, reports Nevine EI-_ALref

veloped areas of Nubia were inundated by the backwaters of the  tion and batflement. I quickly became copscions of otber flaws
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including historical imbalance and unforgivably poor editing of
texts. Historically. the sequence is uncven because despite the
dearth of objects from certain periods, I did feel that more atten-
tion could have been given to the ic periods as well as
the Coptic and Islamic periods which were glossed over when
compared, for example, with the section on pre-Dynastic cul-
tures of Nubia. The Islamic period is represented by a couple of
tapestries, texts, painfully few objects and a clerical robe which
is, in fact, Coptic. With buge placards in Arabic and English to
cutline Nubian history throughout all its stages, surely it would
have been possible w0 the rich and varied saga of coe-
tinuous culture by means other than the few surviving artifacts -
of these periods.
ardtndﬂ;tnlhequ‘;::gn ofthebeeuﬁfuﬂyrendm'edmmglm histon'ﬁllnplao-
are at appropriate places t mu-
sunn.thetextfcouldweﬂhavedoml:vithsomepmﬁmdingby
a native English speaker. One example; “As a honter for meat
man entirely dependent (sic) on his natural environment How to -
ear without himself being eaten was chicf problem.”

So much care was given to 5o many aspects of the museum
that 1 wondered at the reasons for the oversights. On the pos- -
fuve side. for axample. I a beadiess stame of Khafre
{Chephren) excavated from Giza_ I wondered what it was doing
in the Nubia Muosenm until the label reminded me that the
miges of Nubia were exploited by Egyptian pharachs from ear-
liest times and that this stame was made of rare diorite quarried
near Toshke. How fitting, I thought, to select this marvelously
carved but headless statse {which canoot compare with the fa-
mous diorite stare of Khafre in Cairo Museum and which had
consequently been to a storeroom) 25 an example of-
the natural wealth of Nubia. A pair of sandstone hawks from the
quarries of Nakhenut was also noteworthy.

On the negative side, however, my critical facuities guickly
came into play because Mahmoud El-Hakim, who was commis-
sioped to draw up plans for the museum, and whom 1 knew
well, had a personal philosophy towards public architecture,
One aspect of this was the use of ramps as a transitional efement
for the flow of traffic. This was brilliantly achieved in his Luxor
Muscum where his “low impact™ imierior concept of “gentle
flowing space™ cuarries a visitor (up gentle mmps) from -
dividual vistas at strategic positions that encourage an organ-
ised, uninterrupted fow of people through the museum and pre-
vent the tendency to double back and congest the space.

This is not achieved in the Nubia Museum. UNESCO, which
appointed Mexican architect Pedro Ramirez Vasquez to com-
plete the musenm after the death of El-Hakim in 1985, preferred
staircases; ramps were kept to a minimnm. Apart from the fact
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Last week, the Egyptian Museurn celebrated a
special occasion: the end of a year-long restora-
tion project of the copper statue Pepi L the
smaller of two stames, launched a year ago by
the Supreme Council of Antiquities in collabora-
tion with the Roman-Germenic Museum in
Mainz, Germany.

Mohamed Saieh, general director of the mu-
seurn, 5aid that work on the other life-size state
began three months ago and is expected 1o con-
tinue for at least a vear.

Saleh explained that the restoration of the Pepi
statue — now on display — had gone through
several stages hefore museum officials and re-
storers agreed on a final formula. At first they
suggested the use of chemicals to remove must
caused by the corrosion of metal. The second
praposal was 10 use electric power [0 reconsiruct
the copper from the rust and corrosion. “But this
was regarded as unsafe for the statue itself,” said
Saleh. The restoration technique fnally used
was simple manpal 1abour 1o remove the thick
agglomeration of gxide that had completely
erpded the metal.

*“MNo chemicals were used. Some ultrasound
was necessary and then all the work was ex-
ecuted by hand. using such tpols as a dentist’s
drill 1o remove the encrustations and then ciean,
square centimewre by square centimetre,” Saleh
explai

Pepi was made by hammering metal over a
wooden cone attached by copper nails. The Kilt
and headdress were made separately, probably
of plaster, and were gilded. The eyes were in-
laid,

“It is the oldest copper statue ever found in

" said Gaballa Ali Gaballa, general sec-
retary of the Supreme Council of Antiguities
{SCA). He added that it is 70 centimetyes long
and was found in 1868 in Hierakonopolis, near
Edfu north of Aswan. It was then kept in the

Egyptian Museum. “No artention had been given
the statue since that time.” Gaballa said, adding
that “[t represents one of the most famous young
pharaohs of the sixth dynasty ™

Pepi’s restorarion was sponsored by the Ger-
man Federal Ministry of Interior and the Min-
istry for Education and Science of the German
State of Rhineland-Palatinate.

Far removed from Ancient Egyptian an-
tiquities, but 2lso celebrated on the same day,
was the inauguration of the 14th century sabdl
(public water supply pump) of Sultan Al-Nasir
Mobamed [bn-Qaiawun in the Gamaliya district
of medieval Cairo. “This is ooe of the oldest sa-
bils in Fatimid Cairo and was parnt of a grand
plan to restore the Gamaliya,™ said Gaballa.

May El-Ibrashy, architect restorer of the mon-
ument, said that ~afier a detailed study we de-
cided pot (o reconstruct it because the gypsum
dnum was of a Jater date than the woodan frame
and dome of the sabil and the only record of the
original appearance of the dome was it one of
Ebers' engravings and so not sufficiently de-
tailed to help with reconstruction.” El-Tbrashy
seid it could not even be ascenained thar the
drum as it locks today comesponds to the orig-
inal. “Only one original panel was found intact;
the three others were affixed on the remains of
o oc‘:.agonal nmber structure still standing at the
tme.

The medieval monument is one of 11 already
restored by the German Institute of Ar-
chacology.

“These two historic masterpieces, Pepi and the
subil, represent two very imporiznt and different
stages of Egypt’s past: the Pharponic and the Is-
[amic ers.” said Wolf-Dietrich Schilling, the
German ambassador to Egypt. He said the Ger-
man side is proud 10 be Egypt's er in con-
tinuing _e: towards maintoning and re-
stonng 1S monumenis,

in Cajro, the Red Sea, Si-
nai, Luxor and Aswan are
offering special prices for
Egyptians and foreign res-
idents. Here ara some of
the attractive deals:

Sharm El-Sheikh

Fayrouz and Residence HR-
fon hotels offer double rooms
for LEIIO including half
baard and taxes. Valid ontl

rooms for LEI45 per person
includizg  buffer perbreﬂkiast.
The offer is valid until the
end of April.

dmvwan

Pframmf hLoélegﬁfm double
TOOTLS Tor person
incloding  buffet pl:rrmld'ast.
Valid ontil the end of Apeil

Luxpr
Sheraton
rooms for LES0

including  buffas permpﬂ'son
P!mmfk Isis offers dooble
rooms for LE9S person
including  barffer p;mld‘m.
Valid until the end of April.

Hurghada Resort
and Hilton Plara offer dou-

ble rooms for LEL |0 per per-

o0 including half board ac-

commodation inclusive of

txes and  serviee

Vaolid until the 2od of April.
tinental hotel offers

offers  double .

I

people in wheelchairs,
the flow has had fo be artificially checked by the use of thick red
ropes in garish brass stands to block off different areas.

1 bave left my most serfous criticism 1o last. although it con-
cerns the first things 1 visitor sees: a statue of Ramses 11 fash-
joned, not by royal  but by the people of Nubia. and a
mode} of the Nile Valley from the Mediterranean to Wadi
Halfa. As 1 began4o descend the first flight of a massive stair-
way leading from the entrance to the auditorium, I lifted my
eyes 10 behold a graceless pair of truncated legs from foot 10
waistline. Moving down to the short landing keading to the
second flight of stairs, [ stopped to take stock of the vista: this
time I conld see the foll-length figure of the pharaoh but mi-

. ous crown which was cut off by the roof as effectively ax

Ramses’ styrofoam coun in the fover of Ramses Hilton.
Only when I reached the bottom of the stairway did 1 realise
that the roof of the maseom had been raised at the centre of
the atrium to accommodate the crownped phamoh whose
unique statue could properly be seen only from this vaniage,
and from the mezzanine. As for the huge, eight-metre-long
model of the Nile Valley at the foot of the stairway. all the
temopies are in position but the labels have been placed in such
a way that they caonot be easily identified by visitors held
back by the ropes. It seems pot 1o have occurred to those in-
olved with the interior design that placing the labels facing
east and west would have solved the problem.

Y have been privy to the often painful vicissitudes since the
conception of the museum and now, in the final onalysis. 1
cannot help but wonder whether there were not too many fin-
gers in the pie. El-Hakim is out of the picture, the EAG is now
the SCA (Supreme Council of Antiquities), and the location of
the museum was c three times. Even when El-Hakim
:basﬁg:?lummdl;g!esfeu;el}hmhimcmmlduimhewas

to supplant hi erred use of the ramp because
UNESCO wanted a staircase. P -

Well. for better or for worse, the stairs are there, And so is a

E;kqsmoodpr ar th:l very entrance to the museum
is y pl i e new tiled stairs whenev
wheelchair-bound visif%. ra

Jill Kamil's Upper Egypr and Nubia, published by Egvprian
International Publishing-Longman (EIP-L), is af:?:gable
from Sphinx Bookshop and most major bookstores, LE2S.
Nubia: Sketches. Notes and Photographs by Marge Veillon

is-available from AUC
Bookskap. Hardbound
P
A 4

LEIS50.

double rooms for LE15] per
- person inclusive of buffet
breakfact

clusive of e e n ’
service charge .
taxes. Sinple :omsmail': ' Dealofﬂ!e week!!
-LE250, while triple are for o .
LE30. Valid berween 2 and T
avaiabingy ™ o 1 LE 170
Windsor Zafarana offers
rooms for LE135 per person ASWAN
on talf board basis inchuding :
o n e e
. is valid tll 6 !
- ' LE 95
rooms for LE125 per perso:. CRUISES
including service charge and
buffet breakfast apd dinmer,
fa
SoliteIrCedl offers double
rooms lor Per person
including buffer breakfast
Caira
:’J.ﬁ:s”;"‘mng], Tk Loter BOOK NOwW™
Single and donble id within
roons for L5140 g | | | “vesk ot i i
service charge and ] 1]
ke Vile Movenpick offers 2 Sovarsg
ooms LE!
penon g b | || o docoant
Pyramisa  offers  douhle before Friday Spm
m: llﬂrle? Pes person For reservarions
Valid until the eodl of rest Pyramisa Hote! Cairo
60 Giza Streer - Dokk
Compited by Tel: 336079172768
Rehab Sand Fax: 3361935

i

iy

1"?

Al

1=
¥
.

Ty s
A L]
'

L rr
=
ko

o Im
'

I8

LUV
'I.'If.' .

-

P

pi. :
s,

the:, :
g




Ve . - T — N
E
.-
. 8
S8
1
.- 2 K
'
2 ts
]
g L
L
-"s
0—
an
10
-
n-
£~
er
es
o
; > Wi ra
¥ e
—— et _ e SR + &-‘."f‘.é x Con T - e e : ' ‘ . 10
ltm*ﬁ@%fmmxmm,mﬁ.mmmwmmmdm he
n T - L . s .._'. N . ) . .- 'ﬂl
i B P - T o . ot
. ] . . - he
. v " ’ n‘
: : . . . .o a
. _‘ . . '- ._ e~ .-. N _. . .. . . Ild
: The Egyptian Olympic under-21 team conquered ali in the Arab Intemational friendly toumamert to win a place in the African qualifying rounds for Sydney 2000. Abeer Anwar had stars in her eves i
. 's
Although the Egyptian Olympic team only got - “What adds to my fear is that { do not know any- anything resembling a serjous threat from cither probe and smdy the tacti i he
a ! got - "W [ ) : r C y the tactics of their nent. the first half of the match., as both weams
together two weeks before the tourpament in’a - ‘thing about the other competing teams. 1 have side. Bat in the second half, the pace shified upa  However. in the second half, the gg;nans seemed 10 be warming up. In the second half.
closed camp at the O} .Centrs at Maadi, -not seen .the way they play before.” he added. gear. The Lebanese players started 1o take control,  seemed 10 have been seized by goal mania. as  the Egyptians were again carried away on a
they were nevertheless able 1o win the Amab fn- - Lebanon’s technical manager, Mabmoud Saad, but it-was Egypt’s Abdel-Latif El-Domany who they mcked away three of them 10 Ginish the wave of enthusiasm, with this time the goals
ternational friendly towrnament. This. success: however, is an Egyptian who used to train Zam-  was sble to steal the match for his team, scoring  maich victorious. Two of the goals fell to their coming from Walid Elwani and Mohamed and
means they are admitted to the Affican qual- _ alek- seniors, and so is thoroughly acquaimed the only goal of the match in the 4th minute. striker, Mohamed Faronq. in the 9th and 22nd Abdallah Ragab. As a resuli. Egypt finished
lfymgmnndsd:atmyevegma_uybedmrgab-__wxm Egyptian ‘teams, - their tactics and their  Ope of the teams that Tolaan had been most in - minutes, while the third was scored by Abdel- first with a total of 9 points, Syria second with
way 10 the Sydney Olympics irr the year 2000.  streagths and weaknesses. .. . fear of was Oman. “They are 2 strong team. and  Larif El-Domani. 5, Omar third with 3 and Lebanon fourth with
There weze four teams participating in the event - In their upening march. awended by Dr Abdel- they took part in the U-17 World Cup where they ~ Syria, having beaten Oman 3-2 and drawn 1. In the third and fourth place play-offs,
— Oman, Lebanon, Syria and Egypt — which =~ Mongim Emara, executive manager of the Su- attrected a lot.of attention by giving an excellent with Lebanon 0-0. found themseives facing Oman sprang a surprise by beating Lebanon of
was held mea_Gﬂh_ﬁ'omﬁto%_-January. - preme Council for Youth and-Sports, Egypt were  performance as an Arab team.™ he said. But all Egypt in the final mawch. It was a well-balanced  4-0, thus winning their first mach of the tour- in
Helmi Tolaan, technical manager of -the- able to beat Lebanon 1-0. it was a difficult mawh  Tolaan’s fears proved unfounded on the day, game with both teams performing well. But de- nament. Their late awakening took Lebanon -
Olympic team, was vety anxious before the- for both teams, because it was the first time they when the young beat Oman comfort- spite this, Egypt managed to spatch first place by surprise and earned Oman the bronze med- to
tournament began, since the players bad not - had met. Duving the first half of the match, there  ably 3-0 in their second match. Again, there was  and the gold medal in another 3-0 victory. As  al. Egypt's Sayed Abdel-Hafez was also Y
competed at this level as a tzam for ten months. - . was a distinct absence not only of goals, but of no score in the first half, as each team tried to  was becoming vsual, ot a goal was scored in  named best pjayer of the tournament.
. - . - A . S .__ . : - is.
. . . ST e . — R B 0
Y T AT AL - T __ o
- : . L § - ‘ w
Thaiedup - :
Amidst great scepticism that Egypt will do == Almed.-‘Barada won the individual - . in the British Open this year at the age il
goo%atalr the Afri : Nati Cupi _evcmatd:e]uniorsWoﬂdSquashCnp__ ) ST S o NP of 13. El-Halabi had been-placed sec- X
any \ ; In Ican Nanons Lup in- o *94, and Abmed Faizy ran off with .. AT " F T s T L T T ond in the same calegory last year. fer
February in Burkina Faso, coach- Mahmoud  the same’ prize in "96. Although this "> K doasit:seem fkely there'lt be an al-Egyptian final et this year's JUt-~ * Many people already see him as a fu-
El-Gohary has pinned all bis hopes ona . o %emay not bave ourselves a world :-*. " 73¢s Wod Bauashy Cup: as there was in the last two events. But Eman” .- ure Juuior world champion ia 4000 and s
DAY e e e T EPeR S & jmior, champion, our tesm may. sdll - Abdel-MoetiiSn't wortied: she has her sights sat firmly on the fulure_ = ;- © 2002 “Yasser ElHalabi, Mahmoud
last-minute revival in Thallanid ~ . - . - - 'make it ineg the top four in the tourma- - g ool LIS e s Te Sigiia s T D Pe e - o Abdel-Kader and Hassan EI-Ki'i are
' ooy e—— i - WD, that Will be beld in the US in Au- iesimpi —— e ——— == . . . .. promising young squash players who e
R ST e a7 gust On top of that, Egypt may well T L A R can maintain *s dominance in the
Tt was a long story of chaes, conmradiction and conflict, “- " .. ave another world junior champion in ™ ) - T ’ ’ oo T T world of squash,” said Hanafj.
. Einan AhdelHVioeti. Afterg series of defests In the qualifying- - the making who will be ready in time for the  those players — with the exception of Hee —  For instance, Hee from Malaysia is the oumn- In order 10 be sure Egypt does not ron out of
rounds, by some miracle Egypt siill managed tomake itwothe - . ‘World Cup 2000. . . . will be eligible to play in the World Cup. ber one favourite, while Mansur Kamar El- champions at some point in the futore,
finals of the African Nations Cup next month in Burkina Fiso. -, The British Junior Open, which is held eve- ~ Commenting on this simsation, Ashraf Ha-  Zaman (son of the former top world player arention is being given to all the members of
Their carrent coach, Mahmond Bl-Ge , wasTecruited ealy . . 1y year in January, is usuaily the event which 0afi, the natjonal junier team coach, said, Kamar El-Zaman) from Pakistan is mumber the jumior national team, whose sges range
last year precisely in order tisave the team from failure in this . ‘determines who will dominate the next World “Amr Shabana and Ahmed Faizy were sup- two. and Nick Mathew and Adrian Gram from 13 to 18. In preparation for the 1993 and
competinon Though his éfforts might appear to many to have Cup. This year's World Cop number one fa- posed 1o play in the British Open, bur they from England are numbers three and four re- 2000 World Cups, Hanafi has dedicated this
been in vain, Egypt's sucoess or faiture has become a maiter of. vourite in the individual event is Malaysia's withdrew. They informed the World Squash spectively. “If we are lucky in the main draw  whole year to perfecting the juniors’ skills
honour forim. Many beliéve he will sink with the ship, andare - Ong Béng Hee, who made an entirely ap- Association of their withdrawal well in ad- and our players do not face any of those four through camps and competitions: “The team
forecasting disaster in y Egypthes beenplacedin - propriate winmer ar the British event that bas  vance, bat for reasons that remain obscure, the  in the first two rounds. we may well reach the  will be taking part in the German Open and
one of the toughest pools, where they will meet Morocco, the Just figished. . .. draw did not change as it pormally would have er-finals in the individual event,” said the Netherlands Open for jumiors, and the
tourpamest’s number one favonrites, as well as Zambiaand - - ~ As for gur juniors, there is a paradox. Al  done to lake this into acconnt. As a result, our Hanaft. But Hossam Nasser is less cautdous: Egyptian Association will organise for the
Mozambigue, whe ate both strong teams.. i - - though they did not manage to reach the quar- juniors found themselves playing against very he believes that Wael Hatem. Mohamed Ab-  first time ever an International Juniors Cham-
Since we were defeated by the Moroccans over the two legs ~ ter-finals in the UK, they are well-placed to  tough contenders who, like Shabana and Faizy, bas and Mohamed Ismail are all capable of pionship in June. as the last competition the
. of oar qualifying mateh, we will probably lose to thein again. 0 a5 far as the semi-finals of the World Cup.  will be over 19 by the time August comes.” reaching the semi-finals if they really give juniors go through before the World Cup.™ He
and ibdeed they sesm almiost certain to come first in our pool. ~ As Hossam Nasser, head of the Egyptian That is why there is still hope that. as 2 weam, thejr best on the day. added that the team will also participare in
- The Morocean team is made up almost entirely of professional  Squash Association. explains, “Our juniors our juniors can win 2 place in the top four in  Alongside the under-19 team, younger certain senior compelitions. such as the Swiss
players with Exropean clubs., who gather wgether oply onrare  were defeated by players who will be over 19  the world. Despite the upset in England, the members of the national team will be com- Open and the Austrian Open in March, and
occasions, when their favouorie activity is listening to tbe - by the time the World Cop comes romd." World Cup wilt see a more conventional batrle  peting in the individual event in preparation  the Al-Abram Tournament in June. There will
Moroccsn pational apthem before wking delivery of - Egypt's Mobamed Ismail, Wae] Hatem, Mo-  for the top rankings, pitting England, Pakistan, for their debut as the national team at the  be camps for them in Pakistan and England.
_ substamtial chonks of silverware. . - - - : hamed Abbas, and Karim Darwish were de-  Aastralia, and Egypt against one another. 2000 World Cup. Officials of the Egyptian Coach Hanafi has also managed to arrange for
The Zambians inay not have the same rigid belief in such Teated by. Ong Beng Hee, John Russel of Eng-  On the individual level, Hanafi said, “1 Squash Associstion have greai hopes for top world senior players, like Simon Parke
obscure social rites as the Moroccans, bat they area strong land Tommy Brown of Holland, and Oly .can’t promise anyihing. because there will be some of these younger players, especially and Chris Walker, to come to Egypt for -
side none the Jess. They were the team that forced Egypt to Timothy of Finland, respectively. None of very good players from several conntries.” Yasser El-Halabi who won the U-14 category  friendly maiches with our players.
call the travel agents and confirm theix retnm dates 3t the last L
Afvican Nations Cup. The Zambians have g disproportionate
Tomber Ofm;mm i theu-sqnad.allofm secm (0 bave The past is the past
ysical ﬁtﬂé&si :‘:empn” OI'I.GI. but they mm at using the ALl WORLD athletic records should be annulied at the s
D B e soirol Of e entire pitch. Al-Ahram Al-Masa'iwen  start of the year 2000, allowing track and field to make a
s nalet n 5 ; Al-Ahram’s five-a-side new start after the drugs era. according 10 Helmut Digel
Although El-Gohary is taking Mozambique lightly. we ’ ES COMCNg 10 Pl il g
D . them. Teams mderesimated in the football tonrnament and president of the German Anhletics Federation. Digel. who
Sh"“ldby“" d:incllmude I..ibeﬂa,e' Bunundi, and even Sudan, ail of received the Tbrahim is also vice-president of the Geyman Qlympic Committee
P"h’;m Egyp : ved themselves quite capable of Nafie Cop. and a member of the LAAF council, made his suggestion
plank _pm ber of shots in our net G win the Best striker Amr in an interview with radio station Deutschlandfunk. He
Emms?heyﬂaye;m 2s. The Mozambique squad. like | Makhlouf receives the said that after the millenium, the old records could be
- Moroceo’s, is made up almost entirely of Evropean'club Auwmchsnum, team dscnp from  regarded as “records of the cenaury”.
playess, with only two exceptions. They have b?gnp:epam}g chairman of Al- Triple record
very seriously and ﬁ@fﬁ%‘mm‘ ot Mohamed Bashs {from ETHIOPLAN 10,000-metres Olympic champion Haile
e, a8 ey o e Namibiy. and BUrkios Faso. r1) deputy chief editor Gebrselassie broke his own 3.000-metres world indoor
d’lvoire, Ghana, wa':;?omvdmd,wﬂ!be enarng fora of ram, Hassan record Jast week with a time of 7 minutes 26,14
Egyps, owever, notto be ootwritec, - Sepreemg ora, Hamdi, head of seconds, The 24-year-old Gebrselassie then vowed he
grueliing bartle in Africa by 1z ngBt:_-gkok! 5 : o advertising, and Kamal would reclaim his 5,000 and 10.000-metres ouldoor th
st A B et will help ovescomé all the : Darwish, the records. The miple 10.000-metres outdoor world ce
. El-Gaoluiry says 3 ﬂm shape before they travel s tournament’s host champion, who beat rirner-up Spaniard Alberto
team’s weaks points, and get e p:nd Om& o s best _ - . e (photo: Sami Bushra)  Garcia by over 15 seconds, set the previous record of he
south. The team already has many injuries a6 S0MEG its Sl 7:30.72 in Sutgart in 1996. xd
ﬂaymhnvamulﬁpleon—gomgmjmes.nnhasyem ) S o ; o . — 30 :
Abdel-Hadi, and Ali Maher, who is still updergotig weatment ' . Tiger roars il-
mmwmwﬁmﬁmmfmmmm A Y P : TIGER Woods pulled off one of the greatest comebacks
onmls mmmmm\hmﬁg ﬂyﬂ abalancebetween - l c o o r e a es ever sean in world golf Jast week to win the ry
wanddefens:ve jcg™ he said. Afterall, you can’thave : ' US$363,000 Johnnie Walker Classic after a nailbiting a-
attacking . mz'd Sﬂm Shmm : ; : . . . . play-off. The 22-year-old American closed an overnight €=
‘"6:?"."“ sﬁmw"“’m.&.i‘gﬁ e o iten, - Ramadarn is over, and s0-are the toumaments. The most prestigious of them all, the Horus, managed gap of eight shots on leader and defending champion re
y tirme whether op ; - to aittract an overwhelming 5,000 spectators to s final Session, Dalia E-Hennawy was one of tem Esnie Els of South Africa, and then beat the world R/

Although El-Gohary sees it above ail a5a way keepingthe
team in high spirits, he usually looks as though he could do with
some cheering ophimself, But it's dificult to geneme . -
confidence, when no one has a ciue whese the am new stands in
relation to the other Aftican teams we will be playmg i February.
E1-Gohary admits that Morocco will not only be tur
toughest sival, but that past experiénce Suggests We will prove
unce again anable to Tise to the chalienge. He hasalso -
conceded that we have to respect Zambea's development,
which puts them among the strongest African tsms woday.”

number three at the second extra bole, Woods shot a
final round seven-onder-par 65, one off the course
record beld by Greg Norman, 1o go to pine under 279
for the toumament. He had to wait more than 90
minutes 10 see if Els would hold on to hislead.

lce victory

THOMAS Stangassinger chalked up a record 19th win
of the sezson for the Austrian men’s team by winning
the World Cup Sk Slalom last week. Stangassinger

“There also seems 1o be 2 great future for five-a-side foothall be-
ing more widely played here in Egypt. I also think that the Na-
tional five-a-side team will reap the benefit when they come to
decide who will represem Egypl next time,” added Emara.

The tournamept witnassed a number of surprises. Zamalek
failed 1o reach the finals, even though their team included such
former champions 2s Hisham Yakan, Ahmed Abdel-Halim,
Walid Hamed and Abdel-Rehim Mohamed. Another surprise

Defending champions the Eagles walked off with the Horus Tro-
phy, collecting prize money for the first place, after
beating Shoating Club 3-1 m the Bnal. The wam iecluded former
national team star Taher Abu Zeid, Hamade Sedki, Khaled Esmat,
Mohamed El-Sayed, Yasser Abdel-Khalak, as well as the Mu-
barek brothers; Alaa and Gama], who are always keen to par-
ticipate in this annual woumanent. : .

In second place were Shoofing Club, whose reward was

But do these fwg Facts taken together mean we willhave o 1 250,000, Their team surprised everyone by reaching the finals  was that Wadi EI-Nil. though they had easily the most powerful  had a time of one minute 44.27 seconds. Hi
setdle for third place in our pool? Wasch ‘h“sg;“ ~ 1% gith players. such as M Sead. Tarck Hassan Mestaghs  tiack and the most powerfal defence, could not make It 1o the  compatriot Thomas Sykora was second in 1:44.35
In the qualifyuig rounds, Egypt were defeated by, thendréw o3y Dahab, Emad Salah, apd Fiazem El- Hawery. The Nefertity  finals either. with Norway's Ole o e i 0442,

“Media-wise, the lournament has flourished in the eyes of the
public. [t was one of the best tournaments this year, thanks to the
aumber of former stars competing.” said Abmed Afiffy,
member of the board of directars of the Horus Clab.
Mohamed El-Sayed of the Eagles Club was selected as the

with Moroceo. beas then drew with Senegal, and beat then drew \eam ied foll by the Arsty in fourth :
with Eiopia Had Motocco not won s sccond g match gains! (o fiished in beoweer third and eighth plces took bome prize
Scaegal, we wonlinever have made it W the fmals. 7 of 1 E10,000 each. ook hom

Playing to'svin by_thesk:qofthate;ﬂ: il _“m“.’ doin. . “This has been the most successful tournament ever. both in
aajor events will ot work aoymocs. Woat we oaly Ut g5¢ - serms of the crganisation and of the huge participation of great
w“'"""’;’}g: m. Ve g‘g’#"fﬂ‘i’hﬂm qmdﬂmsl_,ﬁ mﬁt" football stars,” commeated Abdel-Moneim Emara. head of the ex-  best player, Osama Farag n;i;:}mn as u}e best goal-keeper. and

e s i i 1 - Al W or ing manness.

Lord knows how. What can we do whien we gét there? Thar's ecutive board of 'hf_Suprm CO'_M .fﬂl' YOH!h and Sports.  Egypt-Air won the team award good oolballliﬁg

-a good question, Topho:™ - L R

Meanwhile, Germany's Martina Ertl won the women's
World Cup Giant Slalom in a combined time of two
minutes 37,45 seconds. She finished ahead of
teammate Katja Seizinger (21:39.00) and Sophie
Lefrance-Duwvillard of France (2:39.47). It was Eni's
second giant slalom victory in & row.

BEREATRFAFCELTUHUER

Edited by Inas Mazhar
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Ramadan entertainment
was not always
monopolised by soap
operas and fawazir. Long
ago, popular arts — the
extemporaneous variety,
not that offered by state
institutions — were
popular in every sense of
the word. The real thing
can still be found — if you
look hard enough
|

On the narrow road which mins be-
hind Al-Hussein Mosque, young
men in brown and green jackets .
stand in front of a small door. beck-
oning prospective customers. A drab
brown sign to the right of the door -
tells us that this is the Darawish -
Café starring Negoum Al-Hussein
— the Stars of Al-Hussein — head-

ed by Saad El-Safard himself. k is
neither the waiters nor the sign that
draw people into the Darawish Café,
however, but the strands of music
which make their way out on the
street.

Past the docr. one is immediately
drawn to the far lefi corner of the .
small, windowless coffesshop. On
an elevated stage. three whistlers. a
violinist, drammer. player of saga:
(small, castaiiet-type cvmbals), and
singer caplure everyone’s attention.

A closer look at the interior of the
Darawish Café reveals a drab room.
Light brown tiles cover the walls, a
few light bulbs hang from the ceil-
ing. and three ceiling fans make -
slow rotations above us. On one
wall, high up behind where the
troupe is performing, a picture of
Youssef Chahine with Said Mo-
hamed Youssef. the owner. hangs
within a thin goiden frame. .

Said is a short man in trousers and
pullover. Big gold rings adorn his
bands. He is used to reporters and, -7
as soon as be spots us, he agilely
moves through the crowd to tell us
all. “The coffeeshop was started by
my father, when this area was still
residential,™ be explains, “this area
is full of derawish — dervishes —
people who have gone crazy with
the love of God. That is where we
get our name.” The shop was not al-
ways on a narrow road; Said can re-
member a time when it overlooked a
square instead. “During Nasser's
time there was an expansion of the mosque.” he
says pointing to the back fagade and fence of the
mosque only a few feet away. Then he perches
on a table and lets us enjoy the show.

Everything at the Darawish Caf& seems 1o re-
volve around the stage, even the seating arrange-
ments. All the chairs are in rows, with little ta-
bles and water pipes squeezed m between. One
comoer is for women — or, as Said puts it for
“families™. Some of the women in this corner do
not look very family-oriented, though. Two to-
wards the back are in black galabiyas, gold all
the way up to their elbows, and heavy kohl rim-
ming their eyes. Both are pulling contentedly on
their waterpipes. One of them smiles at me, re-
vealing a conspicuous gold tooth. A few others
are much younger, in tight jeans, heavy make-up
and costume jewellery. One of them moves to-
wards Said in distress: “They are taking our pic-
tures,” she exclaims, and he pats her on the
shoulder, moving ber over to the side.

But enough of the audience and back to the
troupe. Sitting on a chair in an obvious position
of authority is an old man in a fez. The musicians
look towards him as he plays on a short brown
whistle. He also has seen us coming in and soon
motons to another member of the troupe to take
care of things as he steps down and makes his
way toward us. Ouiside Al-Darawish, in a neigh-
bouring coffeeshop, where it is quieter and we
can talk. Saad Azab tells his story.

Born i 1928 1o a family of farmers in Shar-
giya, Saad was the only son. His family ex-
pressed their gratitude for having finally been en-
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dowed with a male heir by holding a party every
year, cn the night of the prophet’s birthday. At
the centre of festivities was Mohamed Sanhout, 2
prominent whistler at the time, This was the be-
ginning of a life-long love affair between Saad
and the whistle. He pulls the wooden whiste,
about 12 centimetres long. out of his pocket and
cradies it in his palm with care. Both ends are
rimmed in copper filigree. “The whistle has many
names, the original name is the sibs and it is the
grandfather of the nay, “he explains. adding, “it is
the most beautiful insrument, a work of God, all
it takes is a breath through it o have music.”

It is for this beautiful instroment that Saad ran
away from home at the age of 13, to atend the
Jkr circles at the moulid of Al-Hussein. “My fa-
ther bad broken my whistle many times and beat
me. He would demand. ‘Do yon want o become
a European beggar with that thing?" So when peo-
ple from my village, including the omda, said
they were going to the monlid, I ran away from
home to join them in Cairo.”

During the moulid he was “discovered” by
Hagg Mehanna, the sheikh of a Sufi order. “He
took me to @ sar at a pasha’s house and when I
went home the people gave me tips which came
up to LE7. [ was so because at that time the
principal of a school made that much money.”

By the end of the moulid, Saad bad made up his
mind to become a safarti — a whistler — and stay
on in Cairo. He hid in the bathroom of the
uniil the people from his village had left and went
to live at Hagg Mehanna's. “In four months, I had
made LE130 and it was the time for the sighting
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of the crescent of Ramadan, so I decided to go
home and bought mixed nuts to take my family,”
he remembers, On his retarn, he handed LE1I00 —
“in one piece™ — to his father, who immediately

night, reaching Hagg Mchanna's house ar 3am.
The incident consolidated his position, and he fi-
nally received approval to stay on in Cairo.

His cornection to the Darawish was established
tater. In 1944, he decided to establish his own

lar arts troupe. “Said’s father was a great

i of mine, and the coffeeshop became my
beadquarters,” he remembers. .

Until then his work was mainly connected io
the zar, and he made vse of Hegg Mehanna's
connections. In the laie "40s. he bad a change of
heart. “T realised that the main woman responsible
for the zar, the kodia, was a liar and that the peo-
ple we were doing this for were feudalists and pa-
shas,” he points oot

His criticism of the practice was to resalt in his
participation in the then controversial motion pic-
ture Al-Mabrouk (The Blessed). *T wet [Mah-

adherent of the Ahmediya order]. I knew all the
details and so I was responsible for the mosic and
the procession. But I only showed up one time
next to Mariam Fakhreddin,” Saad says,

Upon its release in 1957, the movie aroused the
wrath of the Sufi sects. “They sent me many let-
ters, full of profanities " That was not the end of
it The then sheikh of afl the Suff orders brought

legal action against the film, which was actually
bammed for several months before a court ruling
in its favour. “T had to go to the Revolutionary
Court, which was presided over by Sadat at the
time, with El-Meligui. I walked into the court in
a fancy galabiya and a coat; the material cost 15
piastres per metre,” he recounts prondly, cocking
his fez over one eye.

His clothes are a matter of great pride o him,

_and he still wears the fez despite bis adoration of

Nasser. “To me, there is God in the heavens and
Nasser on earth, preceded only by the whistle,
foliowed only by Um Kalthoum.” A silver me-
dallion on which Um Kalthoam's picture is en-
graved hangs from his whistle.

The whistler has many memories: he per-
formed the 5l at Faridza and Farouk's marriage,
for instance; but he also remembers a time when
popular arts were the main form of entertainment
on al boly occasions.

“Years ago there was Abu Diran, the famous
singer who held his band up to his ear when sing-
ing, and Khadra Mohamed Khedr. Ric;‘geople
would comebanto Al-;-lussemme' in Ramadan com-
mission a banquet for the poor people of the area.
They would also commission tents and hold a
gikr and hire singers.” he remembers. “Today
everything is commercial ~ .

According to El-Safarti, the downfall of real
popular entertainment followed Masser”s deatfi. It
ended, ifically, on the 40th day after his
death. y, we were all required to have
permits which the government was only willing
to give in far-away places. Hencé Abu Diraa and

— gave him the pretext that he needed 1o per- . !
form in ovder to practice for TV, :
“What has to the popuolar arts'is real-” * | |

ly a shame. Instead of training people on the rz- .
baba we give them an electric organ. A long tir
ago you could find hundreds of whistiers; today - .
there are only a few, and the masters have all -~ - -
died.” Today, a whistler makes LE50 as opposed
to the 25PT Saad made during his youth. The tips- - «
are no longer as good, however, and work ismot

as abundant. - - T

We 20 back to-Al-Darawish and El-Safartire- = - -
tarms to the stage. The pudgy singer i i '
ouros to him. The man with the cymbals staids © . | ©
up and lifts his hands high above his head, wo- .~ -
dulating to the shythm of ic. F s
of Akl Al-Beit — the -

g

is not an task; but El-Safarti and the Dagaw-
ish do their best. T L
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Pack of Carndy

¥ [fiars, iftars and nothing but iftars, with a few
smﬁfm“ in for good measure: this is what I
have been doing, dears, since [ talked to you last.
One meets such nice people, and the foed is so
scrumptious, that I wish we could keep the tradi-
tion going all year round. Not the fasting of
course, just the meals that énd it!

William Cavness, the US embassy's public af-
fairs officer, did h!i;eglit iftar-wise shgcnmvmng a
throng of Egypt’s ia le to an peca-
sion at his beautiful home in Dokli. William's
lovely wife Cary was busy all evening making
sure thai her guests hod the best cuolinary ex-
perience of their lives. But food, of comrse, was
not the only pleasure on offer, as Dan Kurtzer,
the new US ambassador to Cairo, would tell you
himself if you asked him. He had the oppornmity
to meet some of Egypt’s most brilliant wrilers, in-
cluding the chairman of Ai-Ahram Centrs for Po-
litical and Strategic Studies Abdel-Moneim Said,
writers Lutf El-Kholi, Salah Montasser, Said
Sonbol and Magdi Bussein, 10 pune just a few
members of Cairo’s intelligentsia. Among the
guests, 1 sponted young Nihal Saad and Ayman

by Madame Sosostries

Salah from Nile TV, munching on fmagfz and
probably discussing their next scoop, while Al-
Alram Weekly's Nevine Khalil was observed hap-
pily mingling with the crowd. To wrap up the eve-
ning, Ambassador Kurtzer gave a light-hearted
speech to his audience, as a particularly anroying
mobile phone rang shrilly. Honestly, dearies, I
think a law should be passed prohibitng these
gadgers at such cosy gatherings.

& No sooner had Irecovered from overindulging
at my previous ifiar than my presence was Ie-
quired to grace another, at the Antomobile Clob,
this one organised by our very own renowned
columnist Salama Ahmed Satama who, on this
particular occasion, was hosting the event in his
capacity as head of the Society of Writers on En-
vironment and Development (SWED). Minister
for the Environment Nadia Makram Ebeid,
who was guest of honour, was horrified by the
sbilght ?fsome ?lt,-ghlhe clu&b;'s;atomerm-

es of course, lighting their fftar cigars and
cigareties. Ebeid intends w lpfus:ch a sirict anti-
smoking campaign very soom, [0 the greatest ap-

proval, it seems, of Ibrahim Abdel-Gelfl, ex-
ecutive director of the Egyptian Environmental
Affairs Agency, and Salamsa Ahmed Salama —
both of whom, needless 1o say, appeared 10 be
non-sniokers on this particular gceasion.

& Another memorable event ia the ifar de-

-

Salam Hospiral of Mohandessin, in line with théir
Ramsadan tradi

quite 4 wise choice this was in view of the cu-

linary delights presented to the guests. On a more
track, remowvned surgeon and chainman

spiritusal
h of Al-Salam Hospital Dr Fathi Yskapder paid:
pnrunemwaslhevexylawshoneoffemdby&- glowingm'bmenothemu@ryofthehte_lﬁs-d._
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gestive Pﬂyslzslfm}'mnd is ot :;aetm.rmg .
“IN 1M ; LuL.
gyl sy el

thought. Receatly, however, the works of Mo-
--catght my foll aeation a0d &7 with

;" asistant editor at Al-Alram,

st that Ifollowed the sihor's inerpatiosl wan- - .
detings, detailed in his Jatest-book, The Travels of - -

- Jom Abdellahi. Aléo highly recommended js'a sEm -, * Sl

but very uplifting book of verse, Malakur Al-Ma’ " -7

singer immedistely -~ W
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